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SERGEANT MAYNARD HARRISON SMITH

was a B-17 gunner on a mission to Brest, France, 1 May 1943, when his aircraft was
badly damaged by antiaircraft fire and fighter planc attacks. Two crew members
were seriously wounded and three others bailed out. Sergeant Smith, on his first
combat mission, fought intense flames alone, administered first aid, and manned the
waist guns. Ammunition began to explode, damaging the radio, gun mount and
camera, and gutting the radio compartment. Sergeant Smith threw exploding ammuni-
tion overboard, continued to fight the fire and manned workable guns until enemy
fighters withdrew. After further administering first aid, Sergeant Smith wrapped
himself in protecting cloth and extinguished the fire by hand.

Boru Caro, Michigan, 19 May 1911.
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Sgt Maynard H. Smith: FirstgyEnlisted Recipient of the Medal of Honor

Sergeant Smith received his Medal of Honor for action over enemy-occupiled
Ewrope on 1 May 1947, when the aircratt orn which he was a gunnmer was it by
enemy fire and set ablaze, the-sergeant threw exploding ammunition overboard,
manned workable guns until German fighters were driven off, administered first

aid to s wounded comrad, and wrapping himself in protecting clothing, com-
pletely extinguished the fire by hand.

Frobably nrno one in the history of aerial combat has ever fiown quite so

spectacular a first mission as Smith s, He was one of hundreds of replace-
ments which had begun to filter in to the ranks of veteran combat organiza-
tions during mid—-194Z. In +act, he was the lone “"rookie"” among an otherwise

veteran crew on this Saint-Naraire mission.

Its veteran pilot, Lt Lewis Johnsoan, filed an atfidavit affer thse
mission citing Bmith’ s contribution to the satety of the crew members who re-

mained with the plane, and concluded with "...acts whic:h5 t) the will of Sod
orly did not cost him his lite, pertormed in comnplete =8 ice and
) 3 " oo - - -
with the utmost "efficiency, were soley responsible for b of
H

E a
the airplane, the life of the tail gunner, and lives of everyone elss aboard.’

So devastating was the damage to the Fortress and so trying the mission

that the Flight surgeon grounded all survivors until he' could determine the
gxtent of personal fatigue suff=red by each man. 11 the veteran members of
t i@ crew, which included everyone but Smith, were Finally retuwned to the

nited States to Ffill instructor positions 1n the ftraining of additicnal com-—
uat replacements. Smith waz reqguested by another crew and, as this group had
garned a 10-day vacation, he was allowed to accompany them to the rest area.

Within weaks he was bDackin the air to finish oul his reguired tow
iy o ain July, the lst Bombardment Wing commander receilved wor Frad
. i

on for the Medal of Homor had been approved. Thne +oll oo

y :+ War Henry L. Stimson, on a touw of American bases in Engl
seheduled to inspect the organization. He was contacted immediately
1f he would present the Medal to Sergeant Smith. Without hesitation

v Stimson indicated he wowld bz more than honaored.

Sergeant Smith’‘s Medal is worded as Provide Below:

General Orders,) WAR DEFPARTMENT,
No. 38 ) Washington 25, D.C., 12 July 1943,

II--Award of Medal cof Honor.-By direction of the Frsident, under the
sions of the act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull.4Z, WL, of Con-

DoVl
gress to the following-named enlisted man:

Sergeant Maynard H. Smith (Army serial No. Z6TE3097), Alr Corps, United
Statezs  Army. For conspicuous gallantry and intrepldlty in action above and
bevond  the call of duty. The aircraft of which Sergeant Smith was a gunnesr
was subjected to intense enemy antiaircraft +ire and determined fighter air-
pnlarme attacks while retwning from 5 mission over enemy occupled continental
Eurppe on 1 May 19435, The airplane was hit several tftimes by antiaircraft
fire and cannon shells of the +fighter airplanes, two of the crew were seri-



ously wounded, the aircraft’' s odygen system shnot out, and several vital
control cables severed when intense fires were i1gnited simultaneously i1n the
radio compartment and waist sections. The situation became so0 acute that
three of the crew bailed out into the comparative safety of the sea. Ser—
geant Smith, then on his first combat mission, elected to fight the fire by
himself, administered first—-aid to the wounded tail gunner, manned the waist
guns, and fought the intense flames alternately. The escaping oxygen tanned
the Fire to such intense heat that the ammunition in the radio compartment
began to explode, the radio, gun mount, and camera were melted, and the com-
partment completely gutted. Sergeant Smith threw the exploding ammunition
overboard, fought the fire until all the fire-fighting ailds were exhausted,
manned the workable guns until the enemy fighters were driven away, further
administered first-aid to his wounded comrade, and then by wrapping himseldf
in protecting cloth, completely extinguished the Fire by hand. This
soldier ‘s gallantry in action, undaunted bravery, and loyalty to his aircratt
and fellow crew members, without regard for his own personal safety, 1s an 1n-
spiration to the the armed forces of the United States. Residence at enlist-
ment: Caro, Michigan.
- » BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:
G. C. MARSHALL,
Chief of Statdf

I
J. AL ULIO,
Maior General,
The Adjutant General
A TRUE EXTRACT CORY
We FREDERICHE

Mai, USAF
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by SMSgt.

N May 4, 1943, Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz, onc-

time commander of the Nazi U-boat fieet, summed
up the Allied bombing eflects on German submarine
production briefly and forcibly in a meeting of the
German Central Planning Office. He noted, “The
Anglo-Saxons’ attempt to strike down the submarine
war was undertaken with all the means available to
them. You know that the towns of Saint-Nazaire and
Lorient (both on the northwest coast of occupied
France) have been rubbed out as main submarine
bases. No dog or cat is left in these towns. Nothing
but the submarine shelters remain.”

Late in September, 1942, 8th Air Force headquarters
had been ordered to concentrate on the destruction of
U-boat production. Doenitz’s statement indicates this
concentration was paying dividends.

Only six weeks earlier, the concentrated effort had

. .resulted in the posthumous award of the Nation's 11th
““Medal of Honor to an Air Force member, Lt. Jack

Mathis, while leading a raid on Vegesack, Germany,
another of the Axis’ struggling U-boat yards. On May
i, 1943, the mission leading to the 12th such award was
flown. The recipient of this Medal was the first en-
listed man in USAF history to be so decorated—Sgt.
Maynard Harrison Smith of Caro, Mich.

The citation which accompanicd Scergeant Smith's
award, while brief, graphically illustrates the immensity
of his accomplishment.

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action
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Raids against Germany's submarine strength
were beginning to have a telling effect by
spring, 1943, thanks to the determined
efforts of the 8th Air Force.

Hal Bamford

above and beyond the call of duty. The dgircraft of
which Sergeant Smith was a gunner was subjected to
intense enemy anti-aircraft fire and determined fighter
airplane attacks while returning from a mission over
enemy-occupied continental Europe on 1 May 1943,
The airplane was hit several times by anti-aircraft fire
and cannon shells of the fighter airplanes, two of the
crew were seriously wounded, the aircraft’s oxygen
system was shot out, and several vital control cables
severed when intense fires were ignited simultaneously
in the radio compartment and wuaist sections. The sit-
uation became so acute that three of the crew bailed
out into the comparative safety of the sea. Sergeant
Smith, then on his first combat mission, elected to fight
the fire by himself, administered first aid to the tail
ginner, manned the waist guns, and fought the intense
flames alternately. The escaping oxygen fanned the
fire to such intense heat that the ammunition in the
radio compartment began to explode, the radio, gun
mounts, and camera were melted, and the compartment
completely gutred. Sergeant Smith threw the exploding
ammunition overboard, fought the fire-until all the fire-
fighiing aids were exhausted, manned the workable
guns until the enemy fighters were driven away, further
administered first aid to his wounded comrade, and then
by wrapping himself in protecting cloth, completely ex-
tinguished the fire by hand.  This soldier’s gallantry in
action, undaunted bravery, and loyalty to his aircraft
and fellow crew members, withour regard for his own
IYOPERTY OF The Airman
AR JOUUE MUSEUM

Wrieht Matierson Air Torce Base, 1)




Secretary of War

Henry L. Stimson presents
Nation's bighest award

to $Sgt. Maynard Smith,

personal safety, is an inspiration to the armed forces
of the United States.

A maintenance description of the wounded Boeing
B-17F Flying Fortress after its return gives ample in-
dication of the extent of the damage. The radio com-
partment and tail-wheel section were gutted; control
cables and oxygen system shot out; one propeller hit;
number four nacelle shot off; interphone and ball-turrct
controls out of action; top-turret gun out; tail-wheel
gear damaged; flaps ruptured by cannon shell; radio
system completely destroyed; gas tank in left wing
burned out; nose shattered by flak; nine holes from 20
mm. cannon shells in waist seetion; and the entire ship
riddled by .30 calibre bullets.

Probably no one in the history of aerial combat has
ever flown quite so spectacular a first mission as Smith’s.
He was onc of hundreds of replicements which had be-

“gun to filter in to the ranks of veteran combat organiza-
. tions during mid-1943. In fact, he was the lone “rookic™

among an otherwise veteran crew on this Saint-Nazaire
mission.

Its veteran pilot, Lt. Lewis Johnson, filed an affidavit
after the mission citing Smith’s contribution to the
safety of the crew members who remained with the
plane, and concluded with . . . acts which, by the will
of God only, did not cost him his life, performed in
complete self-sacrifice and with the utmost efliciency,
were solely responsible for the safe veturn of the air-
plane, the life of the tail gunner. and lives of everyone

July 1959

else aboard.”

So devastating was the damage to the Fortress and
so trying the mission that the flight surgeon grounded
all survivors until he could determine the cxtent of
personal fatigue suffered by each man.  All the veteran
members of the crew, which included everyone but
Smith, were finally returned to the United States to fill -
instructor positions in the training of additional com-
bat replacements. Smith was requested by another
crew and, as this group had earned a 10-day vacation,
he was allowed to accompany them to the rest area.

In reality, Sergeant Smith was a rarity among crew-
men.  Far above the average age of combat fliers, he
had already passed his 32d birthday. In his hometown
of Caro, Mich., the 130-pound terror of the skies had
been an accountant, a far-cry from aerial gunnery, and
little in his background would suggest combat success
on a scale which would gain him this Nation’s highest
honor.

Within weeks he was back in the air to finish out his
required tour. Early in July, the 1st Bombardment
Wing commander received word that the recommenda-
tion for the Medal of Honor had been approved. The
following day, Sccretary of War Henry L. Stimson, on ‘
a tour of American bases in England, was scheduled to
inspect the organization. He was contacted immediately
and asked if he would present the Medal to Sergeant
Smith.  Without hesitation, Sceretary Stimson indicated
he would be more than honored.

pe TTTE AR 39
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MAYNARD H. SMITH, JR.
“SNUFFY”

One of the greatest disappointments in “Snuffy™” Smith’s life
was that his father did not live long enough to know that his
son became the first enlisted man in the U.S. Army Air Corps
in World War Il to receive the Medal of Honor. Statf Sergeant
Smith was born in Caro. Michigan. on May 19, 1911. His
father was half Irish and half American Indian. Mavnard H.
Smith. Sr. became a verv successtful eriminal lawyverand wasa
personal consultant to Henry Ford and also to the General
Motors Corporation in Detroit. “Snuffv™ Smith remembers
one of the favorite quotations of his father —*A man should
be so rich he could go fishing all the time orso poor he had to.™
Mrs. Smith, “Snuffy's™ mother, was of German extraction
and taught all eight grades of a country school.

Mavnard H. Smith. Jr., is now 69 vears old. is five feet. six
inches in height and weighs 135 pounds. This is the same
weight he carried when he was 18. In his own words. “my skin
and muscle tone together with evesight and coordination are
about the same as when I was 30.

His great. great grandfather, Henry Harrison Smith. was a
Major in the Northern Army during the Civil War. He was a
prisoner of war in the South and starved to death in a
Confederate PW camp. To this dav, Maynard has the silver
sheathed sword which Major Henry Harrison Smith wore
during the Civil War.

As a child, “Snuffy™ Smith was of the Methodist faith.
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( Secretary of War Henry Stim-
son presents Medal of Honor
to "Snuffy” Smith.

First Mission

by George E. Hicks

May Day, 1943. "Mayday,
Mayday, Mayday,"” the radio
call heard most frequently that
same afternoon.

By the first of May 1943, the
Allies werestruggling in theair
war against the mighty Ger-
man Air Force, the Luftwaffe.
Barely half of the aircraft in the
Eighth Air Force were opera-
tional due to maintenance and
supply problems ofonekind or
another.

On the first of May 1943,
SSgt. Maynard H. Smith was
assigned to fly his first combat
mission. The target was the
German sub pens at Saint
Nazaire, France. That area was
known throughout the Eighth
Air Force as "Flak City."

In stature, Maynard Smith
was a little guy. His compact
sizeand "cock of the walk" atti-
tude had earned for him the
nickname "Snuffy.” Yet, at 32
years of age, he was the old
manofthecrew, senior by some
10 years. And, on that first
mission, not one member of the
crew knew what to expect from
the new gunner.

Briefing, pre-flight, and
takeoff wereroutinethat spring
momning. Over the target, the
cloud cover was at 70 percent
when they began their final
approach. Then, with the tar-
get only moments away, the
flak began with a vengeance.
The pilot and navigator, work-
ing together as one, fought to
keep the B-17F on a steady
course at constant speed for the
bombing run. It was no easy

task as the explosions of the 88
millimeter shellsburst through-
out the formations of heavy
bombers.

Immediately after the call
"bombs away,” the aircraft
turned and headed for home.
With bomb bay doors closing,
the crew was kept busy fend-
ing off attacks by German
Folke-Wulf 190s as the pilot
sought a safe hiding place in
theclouds. Within minutes, the
hostile fire ceased. One by one,
the crewmen checked in with
the pilot. Damage reports were
negligible, only a few small
holes in the right wing. These
men were presumably safe in
the overcast skies.

As the formation sought
sanctuary intheclouds, thelead
navigator apparently became
disoriented. Enroute toward
theUnited Kingdom, theclouds
began to scatter. Reacting to
whatthenavigatorthought was
the English coast, the forma-
tion began its descent. In actu-
ality, the land mass below was
the heavily defended Brest pen-
insula of German-occupied
France.

Suddenly, all hell broke
loose. German anti-aircraft
guns began their murderous
barrage, scoring hits on many
of the descending B-17s. Then,
the tail gunner on Smith's crew
yelled through the intercom:
"Fighters at six o'clock.” Within
seconds, the deadly guns of the
Luftwaffe's Folke-Wulf 190s
raked the formation of stricken
aircraft in pass after pass. One
by one, the flying fortresses fell.

From his vantage point,
Smith was an angry witness as
firstone wing manand thenthe
other fell victim to the German
fighters. With his intercom
knocked out, he had no real
idea of the severity of his own
situation. Shrapnel from burst-
ing flak had literally shredded
theaircraft. A ruptured fuelline
sent gallons of gasolineinto the
interior of the ship and erupted
into a fierce fire. The oxygen
system was also riddled by flak
and it further intensified the
firesburning withintheaircraft.

‘I was in the ball turret. At
this point, I had lost my electric
controls and I knew something
was wrong.I manually cranked

the turret around, opened the
armored hatch and got back in
the airplane when I saw it was
on fire."

With the aircraft down to
2,000 feet and without any
means to communicate to the
flight deck, several crew mem-
bers panicked. Theradiomanis
said to have jumped free of the
burning aircraft without his
parachute. One of the waist
gunners jumped highand away
from the aircraft ". . . the stabi-
lizer hit him and he must have
broken into.a dozen pieces."
The second waist gunner bailed
out soon after.

Smith then ripped off his
oxygen mask and proceeded to
fight the flames that wereburn-
ing and melting the aircraft.
Oneby one, hedepleted thefire
extinguishers and the water
bottles. Then from the rear of
the aircraft, the tail gunner be-
gan to crawl from his position,
leavingatrail of blood from the
20mmwound in his back. Smith
quickly dragged the man to
relative safety, applied a hasty
bandage, and gave him two
doses of morphine that ulti-
mately saved the man's life.
Then, with each pass by enemy
fighters, the 32-year-old gun-
ner moved from waist guns to
inferno, alternately combatting

ratic pitchand yaw of thebadly
damaged flying fortress. After
ministering to the wounded
pilot and co-pilot, Smith re-
turned to the rear of the plane
and began to repair critical
control cables that were essen-
tial to their safe emergency
landing at Predannack, Eng-
land.

That "Mayday," 56 heavy
bombers from the Eighth Air
Force flew against theodds, the
weather, the Luftwaffeand dev-
astating flak. Of the 36 B-17s
that flew in formation for the
423rd Bomb Squadron of the
306th Bomb Group, only four
weresaid tohavereturned. The
aircraft that Snuffy Smith
foughtsovaliantlytosavenever
flew again. The fuselage was
said to have been riddled with
more than 3,500 holes. Indeed,
there was little more than the
four main beams linking bat-
tered nose to tattered tail sec-
tion.

Six weeks after the fateful
return flight over Brest, France,
the United States Secretary of
War, Henry L. Stimson, flew to
England to present the nation’s
highest award for gallantry in
action to SSgt. Maynard H.
"Snuffy” Smith. He wasthefirst
enlisted airman ever to receive
his nation's Medal of Honor.

the Luftwaffe and the hungry
flames.

Even as the fighters with-
drew, the situation became
more perilous. The ravaging
fire literally melted the radio,
the camera and the gun
mount. With all fire extin-
guishers depleted, Smith be-
gan to try to smother the fire.
Wrapping his face in a
sweater, he attacked the fire
for 90 minutes, using his
gloved handsand flight cloth-
ing in an effort to blot out the
flames. Then, as the live am-
munition began to explode,
he paused long enough to
throw the crates of live shells
through the huge holes that
had been burned in the fuse-
lage of the aircraft.

With the fires snuffed out,
Smith went forward to the
flight deck to check on the
crew in the cockpit. Everyone
was severely wounded -

which accounted for the er-

Deserved Recognition

Atrophy named in honor of World War {|
gunner Maynard H. "Snuffy" Smith, the first
Air Force enlisted member to receive the
Medal of Honor, was presented at Strategic
Air Command's 1989 Proud Shield Bombing
and NavigationCompetition at Barksdale AFB,
La.

The award became a reality for modemn
day gunners because of the efforts of AFSA,
the Air Force and the individual efforts of
MSgt. Don Morse, 9th Bomb Squadron,
Carswell AFB, Tex.

The first Maynard H. Smith B-52 Gunner
Trophy was presented to the 379th Bomb
Wing, Wurtsmith, Mich., on November6, 1989,
The trophy goes to the B-52 unit with the most
points for gunnerffighter activity, dearming
exercise and unit fireouts.

Eleven bomb wings competed for the
Smith Trophy. The top five finishers were the
379th BMW, 42nd BMW, Loring AFB, Maine;
2nd BMW, Barksdale AFB; 93rd BMW, Castle
AFB, Calif.; and 5th BMW, Minot AFB, N.D.

This was the first time the skill of the
gunners had been recognized.

Sesean’s, Thv-FER /990
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On his first combat
mission, Sgt. Maynard
Smith earned a unique
place in the Air Force
heritage of valor.

BY JOHN L. FRISBEE

IGHTH Air Force bombers and

fighters began arriving in En-
gland during the spring of 1942. The
first heavy bomber mission against
targets in Occupied Europe was
flown on August 17, 1942. Maj.
Gen. Ira Eaker, head of V111 Bomb-
er Command and soon to lead the
Eighth Air Force, had high hopes of
sending massive formations against
the Luftwaffe and Germany’s war-
supporting industry before the end
of the year. That was not to be.

The buildup of men and planes
was slower than anticipated. Half of
Eaker’s force was sent to North Af-
rica in late 1942 and early ’43, and
what was left in England was fre-
quently diverted in a fruitless cam-
paign against German submarine
pens along the Bay of Biscay on the
west coast of France. The pens,
with their eleven-foot-thick rein-
forced concrete roofs, were imper-
vious to any bombs the AAF had at
that time, and were heavily de-
fended by antiaircraft guns and
fighters.

On May 1, 1943, Sgt. Maynard
Smith, a B-17 ball-turret gunner
known to his friends as “Snuffy,”
participated in a memorable strike
against the pens at Saint-Nazaire,
familiar to bomber crews as Flak
City. He was assigned to the 423d
Squadron of the 306th Bombard-
ment Group, one of the Eighth's
battle-tested outfits, based at
Thurleigh. Smith cnjoyed two dis-
tinctions: Asa replacement, he was
on his first combat mission, and at
age thirty-two he was ten years
older than most of the rest of the
crew.

Shortly after bombs-away,
Smith’s B-17 was hit repeatedly by

120

First of the Few

flak and cannon fire from FW-190s.
The oxygen system and intercom
were shot out, and intense fires
broke out in the radio compartment
and waist section. The situation be-
came so critical that the waist gun-
ners and radio operator bailed out
into the sea. The tail gunner had
been hit in the chest by shell frag-
ments and was in serious condition.

Smith decided to stay with the
planc, tend to the tail gunner as best
he could, and fight the fire. He was
isolated from the crew up front and
at first did not know whether they

sy
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On July 15, Maynard “Snuffy” Smith, by
then a staff sergeant, received the
Medal of Honor from Secretary of War
Henry L. Stimson.

had bailed out or been killed, but
since the B-17 seemed to be holding
formation, he assumed that the pi-
lot, at least, was alive and at the
controls.

As long as the fighter attacks con-
tinued, Smith alternated between
manning the waist guns, fighting the
fire, and helping the tail gunner.
When heat in the radio compart-
ment began to detonate machine-
gun ammunition, he threw explod-
ing .50-caliber belts out through a
hole burned in the side of the fuse-
lage.

The attacks by fighters finally
stopped, and Smith concentrated
on the fire. When all extinguishers
were empty, he wrapped himself in
protective clothing and put out the
fire with his hands. Then, fearing
that the heat had weakened the
B-17’s fuselage, the short, slight
Smith threw out everything in the
rear of the plane that wasn’t too hot,
too heavy, or bolted down. With a
heroic assist from Snuffy Smith, the
battle-scarred Fortress made it
across the Channel to a landing near
Land’s End, the extreme southwest
tip of England. That B-17 had flown
its last mission.

Six weeks later, Sgt. Maynard H.
Smith was awarded the Medal of
Honor, the first enlisted airman ever
to win the nation’s highest decora-
tion. He is one of only five enlisted
airmen—four in World War Il and
one in Vietnam—to be so honored.

After the Saint-Nazaire strike,
Sergeant Smith flew five more mis-
sions before being grounded. By
that time, the submarine menace
had faded, some of the pens had
been blown up by rudimentary
guided glide bombs, and the Air
Force acknowledged that further at-
tacks would be a waste of effort.

Those superhardened, heavily
defended targets had tested the skill
and bravery of many airmen, among
them a small but courageous ser-
geant who was first of the few
among his peers to wear the Medal
of Honor. a
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July 15, 1943, Somewhere in England:
Dwarfed by the giant Fortress that towered
above him, little S/Sgt. Maynard H. "Snuffy”
Smith. from Caro, Mich., stands at attention
while Secretary of War Stimson hangs the ribbon
of the Congressional Medal of Honor around his
neck. "Snuffy” is the first enlisted man of the 8th
Air Force to win the nation’s highest decoration.

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY

"FIRST DAY COVER" Number_{ 30 27
First Day Of Issue Mailing not to exceed 2.000.
The signature of MAYNARD H. "SNUFFY" SMITH is an original.
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Notary Public of Florida at Large
My Commission Expires Jan. 20. 1985




B 17F No. 42-29649
423rd BOMB SQUADRON, 306th BOMB GROUP

Lt. BOB McCALLUM (Picture lower left) locks at the outside
damage belore surveying what the inside 100ks like {3 pictures
on right).

FLIGHT CREW

Pilot: 1st Lt. LEWIS P. JOHNSON

Copilot: ond Lt. ROBERT McCALLUM
Navigator: 1st Lt. STANLEY M. KISSEBERTH""
Nose Gunner. S/Sgt. J.C. MELAUN

Top Turret: T/Sgt. WILLIAM W. FAHRENHOLD
Radio Operator: T/Sgt. HENRY R. BEAN"®

Ball Turret: Sgt. MAYNARD H. SMITH

Waist Gunner: S/Sgt. JOSEPH S. BUKACEK™
Waist Gunner. S/Sgt. ROBERT V. FOLLIARD"
Tail Gunner: Sgt. ROY H. GIBSON""

- Baied cut over English Chanrel. presumed dead
 Wounded

itati

Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army Air Corj
Bombardment Squardron, 306th Bomber Group. Place «
Over Europe, 1 May 1943. Entered service at: Cairo. Mi
1911, Cairo, Mich. G.O. No.: 38, 12 July 1943. Cia
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action above an:
the call of duty. The aircralt of which Sgt. Smith was a gu
subjected to intense enemy antiaircrait fire and determinc
airplane attacks while returning from a mission ove:
occupied continental Europe on 1 May 1943. The airplat
several limes by antiaircralt fire and cannon shells of t!
airplanes. 2 of the crew were seriously wounded. the
oxygen system shot out, and several vital controi cable:
when intense lires were ignited simultaneously in t
compartment and waist sections. The situation became
that 3 of the crew bailed out into the comparative safety ¢
Sgt. Smith, then on his firstcombat mission, elected to lig
by himsell, administered first aid to the wounded tail gunne:
the waist guns, and fought the intense flames alterna
escaping oxygen fanned the fire to such intense hea!
ammunition in the radio compartment began to explode.
gun mount, and camera were melted, and the com
completely gutted. Sgt. Smith threw the exploding an
overboard, fought the fire until the enemy lighters we
away, further administered first aid to his wounded com
then by wrapping himsell in protecting cloth. c:
extinguished the flire by hand. This soldier’'s gallantry
undaunted bravery, and loyalty to his aircralt and fel
members, without regard for his own personal sals
inspiration to the U.S. Armed Forces.

The Medal of Honor. sometimes called the Congressional Medal «:
created in the name of the Congress of the United States of America di.
War of 1861-1865 to be awarded to members of our Armed Forces for ¢
courage and conspicuous gallantry al the risk of lile above and beyo
duty while engaged in action with an enemy of the United States. It :
honor our country can bestow on its greatest heroes.
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II- - Award of Medal of Honor.—By direction of the President, under
the provisions of the act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull. 43, WD, -
1918), a Medal of Honor was awarded by the War Department in the name
of Congress to the following-named enlisted man:

Sergeant Maynard H. Smith (Army serial No. 36523097), Air Corps,
United States Army. For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action
above and beyond the call of duty. The aircraft of which Sergeant Smith
was a gunner was subjected to intense enemy antiaircraft fire and
determined fighter airplane attacks while returning from a mission over
enemy occupied continental Europe on 1 May 1943, The airplane was
hit several times by antiaircraft fire and cannon shells of the fighter air-
planes, two of the crew were seriously wounded, the aircraft's oxygen
system shot out, and several vital control cables severed when intense
fires were ignited simultaneously in the radio compartment and waist
sections. The situation became so acute that three.of the crew bailed out
into the comparative safety of the sea. Sergeant Smith, then on his first
combat mission, elected to fight the fire by himself, administered first-
aid to the wounded tail gunner, manned the waist guns, and fought the :
intense flames alternately. The escaping oxygen fanned the fire to such
intense heat that the ammunition in the radio compartment began to
explode, the radio, gun mount, and camera were melted, and the com-
partment completely gutted. Sergeant Smith threw the exploding
ammunition overboard, fought the fire until all the fire-fighting aids
were exhausted, manned the workable guns until the enemy fighters
were driven away, further administered first-aid to his wounded comrade,
and then by wrapping himself in protecting cloth, completely extinguished
the fire by hand. This soldier’s gallantry in action, undaunted bravery,
and loyalty to his aircraft and fellow crew members, without regard for
his own personal safety, is an inspiration to the armed forces of the
United States. Residence at enlistment: Caro, Michigan.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:
G. C. MARSHALL,
Chief of Staff.
OFFICIAL:
J. A. ULIO,
Major General,
The Adjutant General,

¢cT
REDERICK

' Maj, USAF

VBIHRTY N
el ok YUSEUM
ixhi-Favicrson Air Force Base, O.
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CHANUTE AFB, Ill. — The
“tough little sergeant" who battled
a blaze and enemy attacks on his
B-17 as it limped home across the
English Channel now is memorial-
ized at Chanute AFB with a build-
ing named after him.

Sgt. Maynard H. “Snuffy” Smith
became the first Air Force enlisted
member to be awarded the Medal
of Honor. And the aerospace
ground equipment/egress building
at the Chanute Technical Training
Center has been renamed Smith
Hall.

Smith earned the medal for his
actions May 1, 1943, a day of heavy
Thsses for the 8th Air Force’s 423rd

,Bomb Squadron, 306th Bomb
Group.

Smith, the son of a circuit judge
in Caro, Mich., was a belly-turret
gunner on his first mission over en-
emy territory. He had arrived in
England just a month earlier.

Smith’s B-17 was returning to En-
gland after a bombing mission over
Saint-Nazaire, France, in which
the aircraft had suffered only one
flak puncture, in the left wing.

As the plane began its descent
-into what the navigator thought
was home territory, the plane
found itself under heavy fire from
Gérman Focke-Wulf FW-190s over
what was actually occupied
France.

Two B-17s in the group went
down immediately in the attack.
The pilot of Smith’s plane, in an ef-

fort to elude the Germans, moved"

out over the channel and descend-
ed to just above the wave tops.

But 20mm shells from the Ger-
man pursuers tore through the fu-
selage, destroying the intercom, ox-
ygen systems and some control
lines and setting off intense fires in
the radio compartment and waist-
gunner sections.

Here is how Smith retold the sto-
ry a few days later:

After a particularly hard hit, “I
‘hand-ctanked myself up and
crawled out of my turret into the
ship. The first thing I saw was a
sheet of flame coming out of the ra-
dio room and another fire by the
tail-wheel section.”

The radio operator immediately

/

‘nard H.

Standing before a picture of
World War Il hero Sgt. May-
“Snuffy’’ Smith,
which hangs in a Chanute
AFB, IlIi., building that was
recently named after him,
are (from left) Chanute
Technical Training Center
commander. Gen. William
Grove Jr.; Smith’s grand-
daughter, Summer. Christine
Smith, 9; his daughter,
Christine Smith Pincince;
and her husband, SSgt.
Robert E. Pincince.

WWII Hero ‘Snuffy’ Smith
Honored by Chanute AFB

dived out of the plane, followed by

the right and left waist gunners.
“The smoke and gas were really

thick,§ Smith said. “I wrapped a

sweater around my face so I could
breathe, grabbed a fire extinguish- :

er and attacked the fire in the ra-
dio room.

“Glancing over my shoulder-at -

the tail fire, I thought I saw some-
thing moving and ran back. It was
the tail gunner, painfullly crawling

back, obviously wounded. He had ;

blood all over him.”
Smith gave the injured man a

'shot of morphine and returned to

fighting the fire.

“I just got started on this when-

that FW came diving in again. I
jumped for the waist gun and fired
at him and as he swept under us 1
turned to the other waist gun and
let him have it from the other
side. .

“I tock off my chute so I could
move easier. I'm glad I didn't take
it off sooner, because afterwards I
found it had stopped a .30-caliber
bullet. Another quick burst with
the guns and back to the radio fire.
Then back again to the wounded
gunner to comfort him. When he
asked, ‘Are we almost home yet?’ 1
lied and told him we were.. ..

“By now, it was so hot that the
ammunition was exploding all over
the place and making a terrific
racket. I didn’t dare throw all of it
out because I had to keep some for
the visits of the FW.”

Finally winning his battle with
the flames, Smith saw that the
plane was at last approaching the
coast of England.

“I could tell that the ship was
acting tail-heavy, so I tossed over-
board everything I could: guns, am-
munition, clothes, everything. I
really had a time with the ammuni-
tion cans — they weighed 98
pounds and I weigh 130 — but I
managed to get them out....”

Miraculously, the badly damaged
plane held together and landed in
one piece:

The Medal of Honor was present-
ed to Smith by Secretary of War
Henry L. Stimson. Ironically, at the
time the award was made Smith
was serving KP duty “for some mis-

demeanor or another,” wrote Ed-
ward Jablonski in his book, Flying
Fortress.

Smith completed four more com-

‘bat missions before returning

Stateside and being discharged af-
ter the war. -

In addition to the. Medal of Hon-
or, he earned a number of other
awards and decorations. He died
May 11, 1984, and is buried in Ar-

*lington National Cemetery.
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Medal of Honor

Thurleigh, Bedfordsh}re Eng.

Clearwater, Florida
15 July, 1943

July 15, 1983

Maynard H. Smith
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