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BACKGROUND FPAFPER
ON
ENLISTED AIR FORCE CROSS RECIFPIENTS

(WITH RESEARCH EMPHASIS ON PARARESCUE RECIPIENTS)

i. HMineteen Air Force snlisted personnsl have been awarded the

ir Force COross since the award was established by Congress on &

July 168G, (3:iir {1:z13 The second highest medal in ouwr nation,

U

it is awarded for acis of extracrdinary herocism. (121} Ten of

5
or
iy

enlisted personnel who have been awarded fhe Air Force Cross
Were Fararescuemen. Trie primsry purpose of this paper is to
orovide historical information on the ten Fararescusmen wha have
hEen awardesd the Alr Force Cross, The secondary purpose is to
Righilight the herpic sefforts of all nineteen snlisted Air Force
Cross recipients. Finally, this paper will attempt to preserve
air Force snlisted heritage by gathering original documsnts and
ressarch.

2. In the +tirst part of this paper, I will discuss the
development and history of the Air Force {ross, along with its
criteria for award. In the remainder of the paper, 1 will
provide a complete list of enlisted recipients of the Air Force
LCross. Also, I will provide a snapshot of the svents leading to
each award. You will find more information on the Fararescue
recigients, hecause this was the primary focus of this paper.

Sttached, will be historical documents related to each

Fararescusman’'s award, and two other enlisted personnel ., Airman

SHMSgt Derrick/beminar G/7Enlisted Heritage CSAS16 Apr 72



First Class William Robinson, and Staff Sergeant Bugene L Clav.

But +irst. let’'s discuss the Air Force Cross.

aorce Dross was established on & July 1950 by
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Congress to paralliel the Army Distinguished Service Cross and

e

the MNavy Oross. FPrior to 19460, the fir Force awarded the
Histinguished Service Cross. The Air Force Cross design was
started in 12539 by Miss Eleanor Cox, Chief of the Qir Foree
Meraidic section. {5:48) This office is now a portion of the
27904 f
Alr Force Historical Research Center at Maxwell AFE. Alabama.
he Dross was sculpted in 1960, by Thomas Jones, of the Army s
Institute of Heraldry., Mr Jones is best known as the designer

aof the Tomb of the Unknowns. Around the end of 19460 & ribbon

it

was designed that did not duplicate any other known ribhon. The

i

medal, which was painstakingly designed over a five vear period,
was first manufactured in late 1943, The +irst recipisnt of the
Alr Force Cross was Maior Rudolf Anderson (posthumous), who was

shot down over CDubha on 27 UOctober 154635, (5:48)

4. "Simply described, the Air Force Cross is a bronze cross,

a tinish, suspended from a ribbon of

s

with an oxidized sat
brittany blue. edged with white and finally with old glory red.

Centered on the front face is a gold plated eagle with winas

pread against a2 cloud formation. This is encircled by a iaurel

wraeath finished in green enamel.” (5:47)

5. "The Alr Force Lross is awarded for sxtraordinary heroism:
while engaged in action against an enemy of the United Statess
while sngaged in military operations involving conflict with an

oppaosing foreign force; or, while serving with friendly foreign

.l
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oroes engaged 1n an armed condlict against an opposing armed
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force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.®

et ‘s isarn

pod

{l:1} HNow that vou «now about the Air Force Cross,
about the recipisnts.
= The fi1r Force Lross has been awarded to ninetesn enlisted

recipients since it was established in 19460. The following is a

at esach of these heroes:
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Airman First Class William Robinson (FOW 20 Sep &5 to 27 Feb 73)

Aircratt position: HH-43 Helicopter Flight Mechanic

Airman Third Class Arthur N. Black (POW 20 Sep &5 to 27 Febh 73)

Alrcratt position: Pararescue Technician

Iincident date: 20 Sep 19455

FPlace of incident: 40 miles South of Vinh. North Vietnam
Unit: 38 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sguadron

Location of unit: Tan Son Nhut AE, Republic of Vietnam

theiicopter departed for mission from Nakhon Phanom, Thailand)

£

Synopsis: On 20 September 1965, HH-43 helicopter #&67-4510, was

ok

shot down while attempting the rescus of a downed F-105 pilot
near VYihn. North Vietnam. All Ffouwr crew-members were captured

and became orisoners of war. Lrew-members were: Captain Thomas

J. Curtis, Fileot: First Lieutenant Duane W. Martin, Copilot:

o

Apirman First Class William A. Robinson, Helicopter Flight

Mechanic: and Airman Thirgd Class Arthur N. Elack, Fararescueman.
I

811 were awarded the Air Force Cross in absentia. {(i8:——)

41th another

-

While in captivity, A3C Arthur N. Black along

pararescueman, 5Egt Arthur M. Cormier, were offered battiefisld



commissions by the Senior Ranking POW. FBoth accepted. Captain

Martin was killed during an escape attempt. He was decapitated

=

by an angry farmer. A1l others retwned on Z7 February 1573,

(413,143

T e

Ma ior Arthur N, Black is retired.

See TABs A and L for reference material

Airman First Class William H. Pittsenbarger (Fosthumous)

Incident date: 11 April 1944

Aircraft position: Pararescue Technician

Flace of incident: 33 miles Southeast of Bien Hoa. South Vietnam
Unit: Detachment &, 38 Aerospace Rescue and Recoverv Squaderon
Location of unit: Bien Hoa AB, Republic of VYietnam

Synopsis: On 11 April 19446, three HH-43 helicopters from
Detachment &, 38 ARRS were launched to evacuate wounded Army
personnel +rom a fire—+ight 33 miles SE of Bien Hoa AR, Republic
aof Vietnam. "Fedro 73,7 AIC Pittsenbarger s HH-43 helicopter,
was able to evacruate one seversly wounded soldier to Binh Ba
Field Hospital, 8 miles South. Later, "Peﬁra FI" returned to

the

il

*traction site. They ilowered 610 Fittsenbarger to the

aground by hoisht, 1o assist with litter loading and provide

smergency medical Cares. Sfterwards, the helicopter returned to
Far e

Binh Bz with another jitter patient. "Fedro 737 and “"Fedro 97°
attempied to return to evacuate more wounded and pick up ALC

Fitisenbarger. While enroute, they were advised that the firs—

i1}

fight had intensified. As “Pedro 73" was lowering the Stokes

£

iittar for not

u

wer pick-up, they began receiving heavy small

Jou



arms ftire. The aircratt commander immediately sheared the hoist
and pulled out, The aircraft made 1t back to Binh Ba, but
received maior battle damage.

When another HH-43Z retuwned the following morning to recover
movre wounded, the crew learned that AIC Pittsenbarger had died
during the previous night s battle. The area had come under a
sustained attack of snipers and mortars cutting off portions of
the Army urnit that AIC Pittsenbarger was with. The battle
ground was guiet that morning, so the HH-43 lowered another

pararescueman to search for AIC Fittsenbarger. When the PJ

oot
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opcated hi

i

team—mate, his rifle was =till in his hands. Airman

0
™
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r

senbarger had assisted the Army during the night time fire-—
fight by retrieving weapons and ammunition from fallen comrades
delivering them to other soldiers. (7:——)

L —— ]
When found, ALC Pittsenbarger had bheen shot at least five times

and killed. AlC William C. Pittsenbarger received the Air Forcs

J

3

ross for exibracrdinary heroism. {4:14)
=

{

See TABs B, K, and L for reference material

Airman Second Class Duane D. Hackney

Incident date: & February 1567

Aircraft position: Pararescue Technician

Flace of incident: Near Mu Gia Pass, North Vistnam
Unit: 27 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sguadron
Location of unit: Da Nang AE, Republic of Viestnam

Synopsis: On & Feb 67, two HH-T helicopters, ¥iolly Green 05T

i



ard "dolly Breen 38" launched to attempt the recovervy of "Mail

55," a downed 0-1F pilot, NW of Dong Hoi, North Viestnam. After
AZC Hackney had made one unsuccessful trip to the ground in
search of the pilot, both “Jollys" returned to base because of
foul weather. Later in the day, the helicopters launched again
and were able to locate the survivor. AZC Hackney was lowsread
to the ground by "Jolly 05" hoist. After loading the survivor
into the Stokes Rescue Litter, the? both were lifted out. As

SoOn

17}
Ul

they were in the door of the helicopter, the crew
reported ground fire. As they exited the area the helicopter
was hit with 2 37mm round and caught fire. With compiete
disregard for his own life, AZC Hackney took off his parachute

and vitted it to the survivor. *Joily 05" reported that it was

on fire, whict

was contirmed by a "Sandy." AIE aircraft. in an

L
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ad gotten another parachute owver
his arms, he was blown out of the aircratt by an explosion. He
managed to pull the ripcord, with the chute gpening iust prior
to hitting the trees. "Jolly 36" immediately made a run in to
locate the downed aircraft. When they arrived, they found
burning wreckage and a person waving his arms. Miraculeousliy, it
was AZ20 Hacknev. He was the onlvy survivor. He was recovered

Y

andg “Jdollv 346" retwned to base. (1Z2:—-)

——

G20 Hackney was bthe most decorated enlisted man to participate
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decorations included the &ir Force
» Bilwver SBtar, Distinguished Flving Cross with 2 Hak Lea+

Clusters, Sirman’'s Medal., Alr Medal with nine ocak leaf clusters,

e




#ir Force Commendation Medal., and the Furple Heart. (F:52)

Chief Master Ssrgeant Duane Hacknevy is rstired.

See TABs C, K, and L for reference material

Sergeant Russell M. Hunt

Incident date: 31 March 1947

fAlrcraft position: UH-1 Helicopter Flight Mechanic
Flace of incident: unknown, Southeast asia

Unit: Unknown

LLocation of unit: Unbknown

s

Synopsis: Sergeant Russell M. Hunt was a helicopter fiight
mechanic aboard a UH-1. On 31 March 1967, while attempting ths
svacuation of American and Allisd oround +torces, his aircratt
was shot down. Despite his own injuriss and continuous hostile
fire, Sergeant Hunt trested increasing numbesrs of wounded
personnel. dhen his party was reguired to relocate to another

B,

tanding zone, Sergeant Hunt carried his mortally wounded

aircratt commander to that site. He then bhraved snemy gunfire

i

Finallv. he refused evacuation until all sericusly wounded

personnel had been evacuated. {(1:13) (3:13:
;________\

See TABs K and L for reference material
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Staff Sergeant Eugene L. Clay — Posthumous

Aircraft position: HH-3E Helicopter Flight Engineer

Sergeant Larrv W. Mavsey ~ Fosthumous

Aircraft Position: Fararescue Technician

Incident date: % hNovember 1967

Flace of incident: Unbknown, Southesash Asia

Unit: 37 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sguadron

Location of unit: Da Nanag AB, Republic of Vistnam

Synopsis: Two HH-3E "Jolly Green” helicopters wers launched on a

night extraction mission that took place on B8 and 9 November

Jrwede
-£)
i
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=

ission was to attempt extraction of the surviving
ftive members of a special forces reconnaissance team. A CT-130
was dropping flares to light the area for the "Jollys" to ses.
Wipilly 29" made the first pickup of three members of the team

before being driven off by hostile Fire. "IJolly 29Y departed

{

the area due to battle damage and landed at Khe Sanh, RVN.
*Jolly 2467 attempted to pick up the remaining two survivors
several minutes later. After getting the survivors on board,
the aircraft was hit by auvtomatic wespons fire and bwst into
+1lames. The aircratt crashed at the scene, killing three creaw—
members and Two survivors., The aircratt commander survived and

was rescued seventeen howrs later by an Army UH-1D. The crew—

members of “Jollv Z4" who gave their lives were Captain Ralph W.
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Brower, Copiliob; Sergeant Eugene L. Clay, Helicopter

Flight Engineer:; and Serageant Larry W. Mavsev, Fararescueman.



Captain Brower, Staff Sergeant Dlay., and Sergeant Maysey were
all awarded the Air Force Cross posthumously For giving their

tives., {1:4,3,148) (3213}

See TABs D, K, and L for reference material

Sergeant Nacey EKent. Jr.

Incident date: 5 Hav 1955

Aircraft position: AC-47 Flioght Enginser

Flace of incident: Flesiku, Republic of Viestnam

Unit: tnknown

Location of unit: Unknown

Synopsis: On 5 May 1948, Sesrgeant Kent 's AC-47 was defending
Fleiku AB, RVN, againét a severe mortar and rocket attack. His
aircratt was hit by a proiectile and crash landed. Although
Sergeant Kent 's lsg was broken during the ensuing crash landing.,
he assisted in the evacuation of enlisted personnel. Then., he
re—antered the sircraft and carried the severely iniursd

navigator to safetv. He agsain re—entered the burning aircraft

ot

to fight the fire. {(1:14) {3:13}

See TABs K and L for reference material

Sergeant Thomas A. Newman

Incident date: 3E0 May 1748

Aircraft position: Fararsescus Technician

Flace of incident: Near Savannakhet, Laos

Unit: Detachment 1. 40 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sauadron

Location of unit: hNakhon Phanom, Roval Thai Air Base, Thailand

3



Synopsis: Sergeant Newman s "Jolly Green" crew was launched to
rescue a downed F-103 “Thunderchief" pilot near Savannakhet,
Laos. While enroute, the helicopter s copilot stated that the
downed pilot was incapacitated and that Sergeant Newman mav nesd
to descend by hoist. Sergeant Newman volunteered, and upon
arrival at the scene descended into the hostile jungle. Kndwing
that enemy was nearby, Sergeant Newman set up a circular search

to locate the survivor in the extremely dark jungle. After

]

aking one circle, Sergeant Newman saw automatic weapons fire
heing directed at the helicopter hovering overhead. Sergeant
Newman reguested that the helicopter leave the immediate arsa to

orotect themselves, and to make 1t gquiet, so he could hear in

2 muzzie flash to his side. Not knowing if it was ths downed
crewnan, Sergeant Newman dropped to the ground. He saw another

z1

F1

3

&

14 sh that illuminated the pilot. Sergeant Newman inched
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ser knowing that the downed crewman could mistake him for the
enemy. Hisking detection by the snemv, Ssrgeant Newman called
out to the crewman. When he was certain that the person barely
detectibie in the dim light was the survivor he moved to him and
prepared him for extraction., (2:——3) (1:18;

It was sutremely dark. Sergeant Newman and Col Norman Fhillips,
the downed crewman. could both hear weapons fire and movement

around them. Sergeant Newman radined that he was going to shut

down his ¢

it

dio for a few minutes so they could be extremely
aulet. HWithin 20 minutes the noise had subsided and Sergeant

Mewnan called the helicopter back overhead. When the forest

i



penetrator {(rescus device) was lowered, Sergeant Mewman lost the
cable in the vines. He radioed for the aircrew to take up some
ot the swcess cablie on the ground. When the helicopter did so,
Sergeant Newman s foot became entangled in the cable and ierked
him uoward through the trees. He was upside down, some 80 fest
g, He iost his rifle and radio, although the radio was Stili
attached to him. Sergeant Newman radiced the helicopter that he

waz entangled and to lower him back to the ground. At this

being directed at the "Jollvy." His body caught the branches as
he was descending through the trees. This loosened his foot
trom the cable, causing him to fall to the ground.
Miraculously, ke only sprained his wrist. Sergeant Newman put
Col Phillips on the forest penetrator and joined him there,
protecting him with his own body during the ascent to the
helicopter. fiz they were being hoisted automatic weapons firs
was being dirscted at the helicopter. (Fr-—3 {(1:18)

I was able to accompiish an oral interview with Capt Thomas A.
Mewman. Captain Newman works for the USAF Dooupational
Measurement Center, Randolph AFB, Texas. He told me that when
Colonsl Fhillips Fired his revolwver, he ' d noticed that the shot
hadn 't besn directed at him. Captain Newman also said that when
he velled to the swurvivor, that Colonel Fhillips answered with

"up here. Y But, he was still just as cautious as ever when he
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approached Colonsl

rear. Captain Mewman said

he +21t pretty bad as he was hanging upside down entangied in
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rescuie the downed crewmnman and had
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chned things up. But, he said he remained calm and collected,

i
0
rt
T

and was able to correct the situation. Captain Newman said that
he'd almost received an Article 15 because he hadn 't worn his

zircrew helmet to the ground. {(10:—-3

LCaptain NMewman was awarded the Air Force Cross for heroism. He
was later awarded the “"Cheney” award by the Chisf of Stafsd of
the Air Foroe. He was the 12th enlisted person in history to
win the prestigious award. The annual award recognizes acts of
valor, self sacrifice, or extreme fortitude in connection with a
military aircraft. {iP:34)

oo

See TABs E, K, and L for reference material

Alrman First Class Joel E. Talley

Incident date: Z Julv 1548

Aircraft position: Fararescus Technician

Place of incident: Dong Hoi, North Vietnam

Unit: 37 fAerospace Rescues and Recovery Saouadron

Location of unit: Da Mang AE, Republic of Vietnam

Synopsis: On 1 July 19568, "Jolly Green 27" and "Jollv Breen 317
were dizspatched to intercept an F—-10% aircraft which had
received battle damage and was enroute to Bulf of Tonkin. The
aircra+tt didn 't make it to the coast and the pilot piected.
"dolly 27" attempted to rescue the pilot but was driven off by
ground firs. Both "Jollys" had to depart the area because

"Jolly 27" had jettisoned his external fuel tanks and was

Ep T gl

running low on fuel., Back up forces., “Jolly Green 2 and

33 TET I
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arrived on scene. “dolly 29" approached the area of the downed
crewnan and had teo withdraw due to battle damage received.
"Jolly 29" made another attempt but was again driven off by
ground fires. Because of darkness the rescue was postponed until
the nexzt dav. The next dav, 2 Julvy 58, one "Jolly® received

battle damage attempting

it
(a3

he rescue and had to return to base.
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aftt, "Bpads 11," was shot down. The pilot wasn 't
able to eject. Finally, “Jolly 21" was able to penetrate the
hzmavily defended survivors location Eo put the FPJ iﬁiE Tallevy)
o the ground.  The F-105 pilot had been badly iniured during
the siection and landing. &irman Talley was lowered to the
ground. It took awhile to locate Lisutsnant Colonel Jack
Modica, the survivor. Eventually, Airman Tallev locatesd the
badly irniursd airman. Colonel Modica had a fractured pelvis and
could not be moved. .Using his radieo, Airman Talley vectorsd the
helicopter overhead to lower the penetrator. Airman Talley
clared Colonel Modica on the forest penetrator. Then he climbed
on top, providing protection to the survivor and limiting the

vulnerable time of helicopter hover. As soon as they wers

e

1idtaed off the ground a hail of gun Ffire encircied the

e
i

helicopter. When the hoist had cisared the tree toos the
airoraft commander, Lieutenant Lance A. Eagan (USCE) .,

immediately exi

I
il
i,

the area with both Colormsl Modica and airman

Taliey still dangling outside. Eventually, thev were reeled on

board the aircratt. Airman Talley administered emergency

medical trestment to Oolonel Modica during the return trip.




I was ahle to conducht an oral interview with Chist Machtor

fad been a classic SAR trap. He said that the practice missions
he'd accomplished in school had really paid off. {(1l1:—-—3 He was

amarded the Air Force Cross for hercism. {(13:348,349)
Jaiibid o RS

See TABs F, K, and L for reference material

Technical Sergeant Victor R. Adams

Incident date: 27 November 1568

Aircraft position: UH-1IF asrial Sunner

Place of incident: Duc Co, Republic of Vietnam

Unit: inknown

Location of unit: Unbknown

Synopsis: On 7 November 1948, Sergeant Adam = aircraft was shot
down by hostile ground fire. Disregarding his own injurises and
the intense enemy activity in the area. Sergeant Adams re-
entered the burning aircraft and rescued the Copilot. He re-
entered the a§rcra§t again and saved another trapped man. The

intense heat and explosions prevented him from going back in.

See TABs K and L for reference material
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Airman First Class Charles D. King — Posthumous

Incident date: 25 December 1548
Aircraft position: Fararescue Technician
Flace of incident: fLaos

[y

Unit: Detachment 1., 40 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sguadron
Location of unit: Nakhon Fhanom Roval Thai Air HBase, Thailand
Synopsis: "Jolly Green 17" was notifisd on 24 December 1968.
that‘"Panda 021Y was down i Laogs. They departed airborne alert
+or the site, later joining up with *Jdolly 15" at the orbit
point. A parachute had besn spotted near where the survivore

went down. However, it was thought that the parachute was from

another souwrce, because the downed crswman had been seen

i

dizsappearing into the trees. Since no contact had been made

Job

with the downed crewman the ssarch was postponed with all
atrcratt retuwrning to base. On 2% December 12468, the decision
was made to re-sxamine the parachutse that had been seen.
Eventually, “Jolly 17" came into a hover over the chute. Both
the flight engineer and the pararescueman, Airman King, saw a
persan Ranging in the harness without a helmet on. firman Eing
volunteered to descend and retrisve the pilot. Once Airman KEing

t cables and

i

was o the ground, he called for slack on the hoi

moved to the survivor., He fastened the survivor to the hoist

s

2d +or the flight sngineer to take up siack. He used
the hoist to help move the survivor under the helicopier. When
Airman bFing was approximately 10 feet from the hoisting area,

guntire erupied. Airman Eing called on the radio "I'm hit, I'm

Rit, pull wup, pull up.” (14:——) The pilot immediatelyv ascended
R



as they were being barraged with gunfire. The hoist tore +rom
its mount as the cable snapped. "Jolly 17" departed the area

with battls damage., isaving Airman Eing and ths downsd crewman

el

on thes ground. He was never heard from again. {(14:112, 176-17
T

Chigd Master Sergeant Charles UL King was deciaresd missing in
action (MIA) on 25 December 1946B. He was promoted in absentia
to the rank of Chief FMaster Sergeant. CMSgt King remainsed MI4

until 5 December 1978, when he was officially declared killsd in

]

action. For his hergic actions and selflessness, he was

posthumously awarded the Air Force Cross. {(4:-——3

PRS-

See TABs G and L for reference material

Sergeant Michael E. Fish

Incident date: 19 Februaryv 1948

fiircratt position: Fararesscus Technician

Flace of incident: 25 miles Southwest of Tuy Hoa AB. Republic of
Vietnam

Unit: Detachment 11!, T8 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sguadron
Location of unit: Tuy Hoa AR, Republic of Vietnam

Synopsis: On I8 February 19569, Sergeant Fish' s detachment was
notified of a downed U.5. frmy UH-1 helicopter that had crashed
25 miles Southwest of Tuvy Hoa AB, RYN, The report also said
there were five people trapped incide. "Faedro 05," an HH-43
helicopter, launched immediatelv with Sergeant Fish as

Fararescue Technician. Once on scene, the aircraft lowered

Sergeant Fish and a fire—fighter to the ground from a 100 foot

16



howver. The area was hostile and sporadic gunfire was evident. &
.5, Army gunship helicopter provided air cover for the
personnel on the ground. Sergeant Fish and the fire—fighter
were able to free three pesrsonnel immediatelv. They were
holsted aboard "Fedro 05,7 Because of the sericusness of their
injuries, they were transported to a clearing T miles away where
they were fransferred to an awaiting &rmy helicopter. Aanothesr
Army helicopter was able to pick up one deceased member and
anchher survivor while "Fedro 05" was away making the transfer.

"Fedro ©5Y had to retuwrn to base dus to 2 low fuel state,

"Fedro 24.,°% another HH-4Z3, arrived shortly before dark and
hoisted the +fire—fighter aboard. Sergeant Fish volunteersd to

remain aovernignt with the last survivor, who was still trapped

in the wreckage. The next day, 17 February 1%48%, both HH-43
helicopters retwned to the scene at dawn. Again, sporadic
ground fire was present in the aresa. Padro 037 lowered the

Flight Enginesr and a fire—fighter eguipped with crash access
sguipment fg the ground. Within 15 minutes the trapped survivor
was freed and "Fedro Q37 holsted him aboard. & U.S5. army UH-1
recovared Sergeant Fish and a decesassd USS ground team member.
YFedro Z24Y retrieved the final two ground team members,

retwrning to bass, and closing the mission. (&b:-——}

1

f8ir Force Cross +or his heroism that
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infiltrate the aresa but they were

i
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repeatedly repslls Sergeant Fish was later recognized for his
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bravery on the television show "This is Your Life.” {(4:——} See

TABs H, K, and L for reference material

Technical Sergeant Donald E. Smith

Incident date: 24 October 1547

filrcraft position: Fararescus Technician

Flace of incident: (aos

Unit: 37 Aerospace Rescus and Recovery Sauadron

Location of unit: Da Nang AH, Republic of Vietnam. On alert,
Liuang Tri, Republic of Vistnam

Synopsis: Technical Sergeant Smith's "Jollv Green® launched on
24 October 1746%, to attempt the rescue of two downsd crew-men
from "Misty 11." The +torward air control aircraft, "Nail 7.0
radioed that both swvivors wers in contact and that "Misty 114"
{ipilot) had a broken leg. "Jolly Green ZBY arrived over "Misty
114" and deployed T78gt Smith via hoist. Tagt Smith immediately
sgcured the downed crewman to the forest penstrator {(threse ssat
reccue device) and gave the up cabls signal. Within onse minute

noth men were being holisted up.  When the forsst penetrator was

the ground, a burst of automatic
guritire hit the external hoist mount dislodaing it. The hoist
assembly f211 into the main cabin door knocking the Flight
Engineer across the aircraftt. Realizing the hoist was now
inoperative, the flight sngineer shearsd the hoist cabls. This
would give the pararescueman and survivor a chance for survival

in ths =vent of a crash. "Jolly 28" lost all of its

transmission oil pressure, a critical situation. The aircraft

M
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was able to make 1t to a marshy area where it landed. "iollvy

G&" immedi ately hoisted the remaining crew—-members from “"Jollvy

28" aboard. Yimily 047 was denied a regquest to attempt another
rescue atftempt on "HMisty 11A/" and TSgt Smith. "Joliy 04"
returned b bhase. #*Jolly Green 74" attempted three other times

to recover Tohot Smith and his swvivor., All three times they

-

nere shot up, receiving extsnsive battls damage. *Jolly Green
18" and "ZE1Y arrived on scene. *Jolly 15" was able to establish
a hover over TBgt Smith and "Misty 11A.7 They were successfully
hoisted aboard. ¥Jdolly 15" then made several attempis to

recover "Misty 11B." but to no avail. Each time they were raked

with aufomatic weapons fire, finally disabling the hoist and

LL
1

Flight Enginesr ans ‘ararescueman = intercom syvstem. "dolly 15¢

departed the ares to ial retuel with "King O3.7% Another

A1)
1y
'ii

v able to recover "Misty 11B.Y {1&:2——3

pat
prd

Jdolly alrcraft was Fina

Master Sergeant (retired) Donald 6. Smith received the &4ir Force

]

roas for his heroics that long dav. Despite his own iniuries
received during the fall during the first attempt, Sergeant
Smith cared for the survivor, directed air assaults against
enemy attackers, and repelled enemy probss. (4:-—-:

S

See TABs I and L for reference material

Sergeant Theodore Hamlin

Incident date: 25 Octobher 1959
Alrcratt position: Radio Operator

Flace of incident: Republic of Vietnam



Unit: dnknown

Location of unit: Unknown

Synopsis: fAcs a combat Radio Opsrator, Sergesant Hamlin was
attempting to coordinate the esvacuation of several woundesd
soldiers on the night of 25 October 19469, Sergeant Hamlin was
z2lso kit by guntire. Despite his ocwn injuries, he finally made

contact with the rescuers.  Sergeant Hamlin could have waited

o

+or the rescue helicopters to make their way to the wounded, but
he didn't. He went to the landing site and illuminated himseld

o the helicopter pilot would know where to land. after the

)

aircratt landed, Sergeant Hamlin helped carry wounded to its

ogcation. He refused to leave, fighting side by side the others

b

)

that night. (Z:15:
—~——————

See TAB L for reference material

Technical Sergeant Leroy M. Wright

Incident date: 21 November 1770

Alrcraft position: Helicopter Flight Mechanic

Place of incident: Son Tay Prison Camp, North Vietnam

Unit: itinknown

Location of unit: Unknown

Synopsis: The U.5. attempted 3 rescue mission on Son Tay Frison
Camp, Morth Vistnam., on 21 November 1970, Technical Sergsant
wrightvwas a helicopter flight mechanic aboard one of the troop
carrying helicopters. Defensive fire forced TSgt Wright's
helicopter to make a rough landing, during which he inijured his

leg. Despite the injury and the imminent possibility that the

b



helicopter might seuplode, he waited until all exited the craft
betfore ioining them. Joining the mission, TSgt Wright used
vncanny automatic weapons fire to help &rmy trooops advance on
their target. Toat Wright did not ask for assistance, but made
his way alone to the recovery helicopter, suffering intense
pain. TSgt Wright was the only enlisted member to receive the

1

Air Force Cross for that mission. {(3:135)

See TAB L for reference material

Staf+ Sergeant Charles L. Shaub

Incident date: 15 &prii 1972

fiircraft position: C-130 Loadmaster

Place of incident: FRepublic of Vietnam

Unit: Unknown

Location of unit: Unknown

Svnopsis: Staff Sergeant Shaub’'s C-130 was delivering badly
needed supplies and ammunition to entrenched U.5. Forces
battiing the enemy in VYietnam on 15 April 1972. His plane was
suddenliv hit by anti-aircraft fire which resulted in a
potentially catastrophic fire inside the airgcraft. He

immedi atelv jettisoned some explosive crates that weres on fire.
The crates exploded within seconds of besing thrown out of the
aircratt. Despite burns to his hands, arms and face, he brought

the blare under control within minutes. He saved his plane and

n

3

four crawmen. (5:i

See TAR L for reference material



Sergeant Charles D. MciGrath

N

Incident date: 27 Junes 197
Aircraft position: Fararescue Technician

Place of incident: MNorth Vietnam

Unit: 40 Asrospace Rescue and Hecovery Soguadron (ARRS)

lLocation of unit: dNakhon Fhanom Roval Thai Ailr Base. Thailand
Svnopsis: On 246 and 27 June 1773, the 40 ARRS was working to
rescue Two downed F-4 crews. "Valiant 037 and "Valiant 04,7 from
deen inside North Vietnam. Serogeant Charles McBrath was on

-
P

"Joliy Green 73," an HH-33 helicopter. *Valiant O3 alpha? had
already been recovered. &t the holding point, "Jolly 73" Hdoined
with "Jollyv 7.7 "Valiant 04 Alpgha” was located some 2.5 miles
inside the Morth Vietnam border. It was learned at the holding
paint that "Valiant 94 Alipha® had received a broken leg, knee,
elbow, and isw. Seroeant MchGrath prepared his equipment to ago

= —=r 3

down on the ground for the pilot. *Joliv 73" began its search
and located the sufvivcr. They put Sergesant Mchbrath on the
ground to locate and assist the survivor, Captain Lvnn A.
Gikman. On the around, Sergeant McBrath could see Captain
Aikman laving on his back. When he arrived at his side hes
realized the tree beside Captain Gikman was too high and big to

g0 a hoist. At this point, Sergeant McocGrath draogged Captain

Aikman 150 feet through the bushes to a safe pl:

!
1

e to perform a

11 0

hoist. in the meantime., "Jollv 73" had taken ground fire and
lost their hoist. They were able to climb out and recover.

"Jolly S7Y immediatelv came in to ocick up the PJ and survivor.

o]
il
umt
oo
<
Lh

also received ground fire during the hoist. Ju=%



arior to getting Captain &ikman and Sergeant robBrath into ths

helicopter, another I, TESgt Dennis Reich, was hit as he was

o
i
i

inl to the ssn on board the aircradt. The combat

=

[H

WF
W

[Tu]
’z"'

ophotographar, 55gt Helly Schuman. helped the Flight Engineer get

i

the survivors inko thoe

irocratt. "Jolly 57" pulled out and mads

a
b

it oup to 31us with "Jolly 730" “Jolly 73" had a severe fusl
ieal ano neeseded to refuel AS6F. "Eing 27,7 an HC-130F, answerad
the oall along with "King 2Z2." Sergeant McGrath immediately
began treating T8gt Reich. who was bleeding profusely from the
bullet wound in the leg. He applied a temporary touwrniguest to

get control of the blesding. Another FJ took over treatment on

Toot Reich., while Sergeant McbBrath worbked on Captain Aikman. On

F s
e
i

phvsical exam of Taptain Atkman., the FJ noticed a hole in

ized t

m
it
-
-
m
i1l
oot
bt
4
-
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fa

geant McGr

ah the foob diring the hoist
when thev nearing ithe door of the asircrafi. The patients wers
delivered to definitive medical care. {(B:——}
D
Captair Charies I, MocGrath {(retired) was awarded fthe 8ir Foroce

-

LOS S 26 3.2

. . . .
fm hig hsrol Sm.

it

See TABs J and L for reference material

Staff Sergeant John D. Harston

Incident date: 15 May 1F73
Aircraft position: CH-ST He

Flace of incident: koh Targ (slang. Cambodia

Unit: lnbknown
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20 Airdrv

38 ARRS Unit Historian

Unit History Jul-Sep 63

Hq ARRS (ARCOI)

1. The enclosed attachments are to be incorporated into subject
history.

‘a. Attachment 1 wlll be inserted following page six
be Attachment 2 replaces page 9
c. Make the following changes to para 7d:
1. Types and number of ARS Acft lost: one HH-43B
2. ARS Men Wia, Kia, or Mia: 4 Mia

FOR THE COMMANDER

MOE BIRNBAUM, Capt, USAF 2 Atch afs
Unit Hlstorian

GROUP -4
Downgraded at 3 year intervals;
Declassified alter 12 yeats.




Para 7C: 18, Mission 38ARS-950-20 Sep 05, The HC-34 on precautionary orbit
was informed of the successful ball out of an F~103 pilot over North Vietnam.
Two HH~43 helicopters were scrambled irom Nakhon Phanom, Thailand along:
with two AlE's RESCAP ailreraft from Udorn AB, Thailand, The HO-34 picked

up the downed pllote beeper as the HH-43's and RESCAP were enroute to the
incident site, The AlE's made low passes over the ball out area in an
attempt to establish volce or visual contact with the survivor. They
experienced no. ground fire and felt they had the area the pllot was down

in pinpointed, Soon after this, ground activity in the area increased.
Troop movement was noted in adjacent areas and ground fire cormenced,
resulting in mincr damage to one of the Al&'s, Shortly after this red smoke
was gpotted, and one of the HH~43 helicopters proceeded in accompanied by
AlB's, Visual contact was made with the downed pillot, when suddenly ground
fire broke loose from all around the survivor®s position. The HHE~43 e¢rashed
while attempting to make a pickup. Hostlle fire is thought:to have been

the cause of the crash. The second Hi~43 that had been orbiting short of
the pick up site lumedliately proceeded toward the crash scene. The helicop-
ter crew jettisoned tho internal auxiiiary fuel tank o make room for sur-
vivors., They encountered ground fire enroute to the area and spotited the
helicopter wreckage which seomed fairly well intact, on the fiwst pass.

As the helicopter positionod itself for a sultable approach to the pickup

area it was undor continuous ground €ire and as it came to a hover 30 feet

above the wreckage a massive and continuous barrage of automatic weapons
fire erupted around the helicopter. A white pin flare was also observed

at this time although no survivors were spotted, The helicopter was taking
a series of hits at this time and initiated an immedlate take off. Continual
heavy fire was received for the next three minutes. The pararescue man was
hit on his flak vest by flying debris but did not suffer any injury. Fuel
was now running into the :aft section of the eabin; however, the helicopter
wags able to roturn to Nakhon Phanom without further inecident. The CAP air~
eraft remained on scene until darkness and reported vehicles and persommel
moving into the area. The misslon was suspended because of the high prob-
ability of additional hostile defense buildup which would make the area
impenetrable for search and recovery forces the following day. The crew

of the downed helicopter was Captain Thomas J. Curtis, 1st Lt Duane W,
Martin, A1C William A, Robinson, A3C Arthur M. Black. The pilot of the
second helicopter was Capt Richard A. Lalne.

PARA 7D. Types and Nr of ARS acft lost: one HH~43B. ARS Men Wia Kla or
Mia:s 4 Mia,

e
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Sergeant Ray E. McClure and Ajirman First Class John F. Heitsch, HAumped from
an Air Rescue Service 5C-54 apd attached ar auxiliary flotatfion collar to the
capsule, They remained with astronaut Carpenter until al)l three were recov-
ered by Navy helicopters from the 138§ Intrepid.

1 Foptemboxy 1064 Loow afeemr ehe QUlf of Tuuhin incidenl {2 Augusl 1364},
four Air Rescue Serviece provisjonal detachments were organized in Southeast
Azia. This was the beginning of a comprehensive buildup of combat rescue
activity which was to continue for the next )1 years. These Air Rescue
Service detachments were stationed at Bien Hoa and Da Nang AEs in South
Vietnam, and at Nakhon Phanom Airport and Korat Royal "Thaj AB in Thailand.
All four were attached tao Detachment 3, Pacifirc Air Rescue Center (ARC),
which had been loceated at Saidon, Soulh Vietnam, since 1 April 1962.

1964 - 1965 ~-- The Sikoraky HA-3 helicopter was intreduced in Southeast Asia
as an Adr Force rescuc vehicle. fThrough the efforts of Major ylor Haynes,

an B-3 pilot stationed at Detachment 5, 28th Aerospace Rescu and Recovery
(ARR) Squadrxon, and permission of the Green Giant Vegetable Company, the
Jolly Green Giant" name and character came to symbolize Aird Force rescue

HH-3 helicopters. The title of "Super Jally Green Giant" was ater used ta
symbolize IIH-53s upon their arrival in Southeast Asia. The fol-toed “Jdolly
Green Giant” footprint began to appear in all corners of Southelst Asia where
the "Mayday call"™ had gone out from a pilot in distress. Th svmhol con-

tinues today, appearing miraculously and often in geemingly impossible
places, giving assurance to all who need his help that there is no sea tno
deep, mountain too high, or Jjungle too tough to stop him from coming to their
aid,

1 December 1964 - 31 December 1975 ~- Air Rescuc Service {later Aerospace

Rescue and Recovery Service (ARRS)) personnel saved the lives of 4,120
personne) in Southeast Asia. Of this pumber, 2,780 were combat saves.

20 September 1965 - 12 February 1973 -~ Air Rescue Scrvice HH-43 462-4510

was downed by enemy [ire ahout 40 miles south of Vinh, North Vietnam, while
participating in a scarch and rescue (SAR) miszion of a downed F-105 pilot,
The «crew, who became prisoners-of-war
(POWs) were: Captain Thomas J. Curtis,
pilot; First Lieutenant Duane W. Martin,
copilot; Airman First Class William A,
Rebinson, flight mechanic: and *Airman
Second Class Arthur N. Black, pararescue-
man. All four men were awarded the Air
Force Cross, in absentia, Sometime
between 15 and 20 July 1966, Captain
Martin and a Navy A~1 pilet, Dieter

Dingler, escaped. Captain Martin wan
killed during the escape by a farmer who
decapitated him, NDingler continued to
evade capture and was later rescued, The

other three men of the crew remained POWs
until 27 February 1973,

Master Sergeant William Robingon (right)
ard Captin Jeremiah Denton, Jr. (left},
8x-POWs arpiving at Scott AFE, Jllinoia,
on 14 Februgry 71965,

13
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6 November 1965 - 12 Pebruary 1973 —- Aair Rescue Service CH-3 363-9685 wag
hit by ground fire and crashed 40 milec south soUthwest of Hanoi, North
Vietnam, while participating in a SAR mission for a downed A-1E. The crew,
who became POWs, were: Captain Warren R. Lilly, pilot: First Lieutenant
Jerry A, Singleton, copllot: and *Staff Sergeant Arthur M. Cormier, para=-
rescueman. The fourth crewman, Staff Sergeant Berkeley MNaugle, flight

mechanic, was successfully rescued on 7 November 1965.

* While in captivity, 8Sgt Cormier and A2C Black were offered and accepted
battlefield aommissions by the senior POW officer for their actions as POWs.

16 March 1966 ~- The Gemini mission was aborted after only six orbits and
made anh emergency splashdown about 500 miles off the eastern shore of
Okinawa. An ARRS three-man pararescue team parachuted into the ocean from an
HC-54 and secured the spacecraft. Thege pararecscuemen were: Staff Sergeant

Larry D. Huyett, Airman First Class Eldridge M. Neal, and Ajirman Second Class
Glenn M. Moore, who Just graduated from the Pararecscue School and was the

jumpmaster for this mission. The astronauts were Nejl A. Armstrong and
David R. Scott. The U3S Mgeon picked up the five men. This mission elevated
the interest of a beret for pararescue. It was worn for the first time by

these three men on the Ed Sullivan Show when they were presented to the
nation as heros.

11 April 1966 -- Three HH~43s fyrom PDetachment 5, 38th ARR Sguadron rescued
wounded U.5. soldiers from a firefight 33 miles scutheast of Bien Hoa, South
Vietnam, Mine casualties were recovered.

During the rescue effort, psrarescueman
Airman First Class Willjam H., Pitsenbarger
was mortally wounded by enemy small arms
fire while descending by hoist into the
firefight. Airman Pitsenbarqger managed to
hold on. Once on the gqround, he worked
undex heavv enemy fire to aid the wounded
soldiers., The hoist operator on the HH-43F
hauled up as many wounded CIs as the little

chopper would hold. Airman Pitsenbargeyr
chose to stay hehind to help the remaining
soldiers, all of whom were wounded. He

continued to fight off the Viet Cong as his
helicopter flew away., The next day another
HE-43F showed up, and the helicopter's
pararescueman surveved the now guiet battle

scene below. He xode the hoist down and
found that the enemy had killed Airman
Pitsenbarger and left many wounded
soldiers. FPor his braverv, Afrman
Pitsenbargder was posthumously awarded the
Alr Force Cross. Airman Pitsenbarger was
the first enlisted man to receive this
award.,

airman First Class William H. Pitsenbarger.

26 May 1966 =-- General John P. McConnel, USAF Chief of Staff, approved a
distinctive uniform featurjing a maroon heret and bloused trousers over combat
boonts for ARRS pararescuemen., The berxet hecame a symbol of aesteem smignifving
the blood sacrificed by pararescuemen and theirxr devotion to duty in aiding
others in distress.
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FROM: Det 6, 38th sevospace Rescuec & Recovery Sq, APO US FORCES 96227

SUBJECT: IMission Harrative Report 1% Appil 1965

5 TR

TO: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Group (JSARS)., AFC US TFORCES 94307
52 /

1o Mission Number; 6-38-80-12 April 1066

2. SAR Alerted by: 3Swvd JSANC

3« OSAR Aircraft uged: 2 Hi-A3F -1

K

Creumemborg of Primary Aivcrafi were: i
RCC 1/Lt Mark C. Schibler FR77929
CP Capt BEdwin A. Henningson FV3029781
ol AlLC Llexander Montgomery AF16535957.
RS A1C Henry J. O’Lrlrno AF1L2580038

Crewmembers of Secondary ALlrcraft, from Det 10 were

RCC liaj Charles R. Kay FU3006182
CP Capt John R. Denhan FRéﬂ« 6

1 A3C Malcolm.G. Aldridge AF1/802117
RS SSgt Leon Fullwood AF14626923

4e Reaction time from notificabtion to pickup: 1430
5. CAP Assistance: 1 01T, 2 UH-1B

6s Aroa and type of vickup: The helicovter from Det 6 (Pedro 97) landed
in a clearing blasted in the jungle. Casualties were then litter loaded
on the aircraft. The helicopter from Det 10 (Pedro 91) made two hoish
pick-ups with the stoltes litter from an area of dense jungle.

7+ Casuallies were located by directicns from the FAC,
8. Survivors names: Unknowm
9. Summary of Events

Det 6 was alerted at 0934, 12 Apr 66 for a pogsible requirement to evacuate
Army wounded., At 0944 we were given a defini Le oo™ and were told that
another HH-43F from Det 10 would join us for Tton cover. We launched at 0950

and rendevoused with Sidewinder 23 at 1025, hner we arrived in the area
v o . " H
a Sidewinder 21 was conducting an eir strike + mile south of the pick-up

T



point so we were told to orbit to the west. Ue orbited for approzimately
thirty minutes until the air trlke was corplebe¢ We then contacted the

Army unit on the ground and asked them to mork their position and we would
begin our pick-ups. The Lrmy replied tha’ they would have = clearing blasted
in about twenty minutes, so we waited. Uhien the clearing was blasted a CH-47
mede the first landing in the area. He had room to hOV“T, but could not land.
Pedro 97 landed next and was able to set down. Three severely wounded were
immediately loaded on the aircraft. Due to the height of the frees and limited
amount of maneuvering room we elected to leave ouwr Pora-medic and all the gear
we did not need on the ground, to give us a pover reserve. We then flew the
wounded to a field hospital at Binh Ba. While we were Omrouoe the Army cleared
more brush and trees out of the 3uloing zone which gave uis more room on
subsequent landings. When we landed in the hole the second time we off loaded
Ten gallons of water and six sitretchers and picked up three more wounded. At
this time we were informed that the para-medic who was lefs on the ground the
night before had been fataly wounded when the unit he was with was overrun.

We then took off and delivered our wounded %o Binh Ba. Ve and our cover ships
refueled this trip and picked up twenty gollons of wabter o return to the troops

at the landing zone. Enroute mm:maﬂmLZwewmwlmnmc?qr&@wﬁﬁm'%

that there was & hoist pick up required. With *he water we had no room to :
maneuver the stokes litter in the cabin so we informe 2 that we would make

one more trip to the LZ. By the time we arrived the Army had oml»r"ea the LZ |
enough that the Chinoockgs and Dustoff hol¢copt rs could Lland so vwe determined
there was no longer a need for ug in that arca and could go make the hoist

{:L: ot
I

pickups. However, before we could land %o drop off the water and pick up our
para~medic, Pedro 91 reported in end it was decided they would make the hoist

pickups. We then landed and Oionc up our para-medic and two Army personnel
and returned to Binh Ba to aweisr further ucwcTOﬁmanua e red

refuecled and when
Pedro 91 landed we were informed thal “thers was no further requirement for us

L u
and we were released. On the vebwrn f£light to Bien Hoa Pedro $7 carried two
severly wounded patients back to the 93rd Field Dvac Hospital. Ve landed at

Bien Hoa at 1410. Mission completed.
10. Comments: None

7
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MARK C.. SCHIBLER, 1STLT, USAT
Rescue Crew Commander
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FROM: 38th Aercspace Rescue &

£

Det 6,
SUBJECT: Mission Narrgtive Beport
TO:

1. Mission Numbers

2
3. SAR Adrcraft used:

2 HH43F, 1 HH-43B

First Aircraft Pedro €7

RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman «*
CPp Capt Raymond L. Murdon

HM A1C Thomas G. Story

RS S5Sgt David &, Milsten

Second Aircraft Pedro 73

RCC Capt Harold D. Salem

CP Maj Maurice G. Kessler

HM A1C Gerald C. Hommond

RS A1C Villiem H. Pitsenbarger

R e i

Third Aircraft Pedro 46

RCC Cept dohn H. Larson

cP Capt Pever C. Kelly

m A1C Williem Amendolare Jr
FF SSgt Calvin He Warren

.

4e Reaction time from initial mobification to first pickup:

R R 2

CAP Assistance: 2 OLF FAG, 2 UHl
artillery on station at all times. OQ
night operationse.

6. Summary of Events:
At 1507 hours, Detb

hoist.
area’ 33 miles southeast of Blen Hoa.
area which was marked by swoke from the ground

Recovery Sg, A

3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Group {JSARG),

Partya

Det 6, 38th ARRS alerted by hot line from 38th JSARC

FROGRRT
FV3087594
AF14653201
A¥19601684

FV30R27257
FV3024099
AF11365690
AF15680744,

FV3057565
FRE7176
AF14760022
AF14349956

Lrmed helicopiers, 3 F-100, and
ne flare shiv (C-47) was orbiting for

6 was notified by 3rd JSARC that © or more Army
casualties were located at 104N 107198 end would require
Pedro $7 and Pedro 73 were airborne abt 1512 hours
The helicopters were vectored into the
The pickup point was

PO US FORCES

ARO US FORCES 96307

extraction by
enroute to the



Ve
’

in dense jungle with trees approximately 150 feet high. There was a
smell open area in the 150 foot trees down to trees at the 100 foot level.

Below the 100 foot canopy there
There was a hole in the 20 foot
litter.

o

was dense brush to app oxmk_.umly 30 feet.
canopy Jjust large cn_ough for the
It was necessory bo hover with the ri,:)bi; rotor blades within 3

stokes

'6716 :l-..A U’i. 6”'
97 Ristinc/ zdiatel v
Pec ur 97 moved out

to 5 feet of a tree, To lower
the area at Loib hours, Fedro
was completed at 1545 hours.

L el o
[CRvIse ted

the hole. Arriving in
the first pickup which
the pabtientd

to btranstfer

from the stckes litter to mc\, ing 1itter while Pedro 73 made a stokes
litter pickup., Pedro 97 the moved back in and w*’m one more stokes 1litter
pickup and then bolth nr\m.cowr* s proceeded to Binh Ba, aboub & miles south,
to transfer the patients to a field hospital. Pedro 97 refueled end Pedro
73 returned to make another pickup. At this td m Pedro 72 placed their

LS. ) S o
asaist in leading pat

the piclkup point with

paramedic on the ground to
aig. Ag Pedro 732 departed
97 moved in to make anobther pickups
patient vhile Pe 97 picked vp one litter pet
on the forest penetvator., Upon arrl vu_b at Binh

~

Shale
AN

Pedro 97 depogited the 3 patients at Binh Bao and
point I was notified by Sidewinder ,’23‘ that the
small arms and morbar aat:xcl« The mortar a‘t‘buc*f
97 arrived at the pickup point so I proceeded lo

rye

{2

As Pedro 97 departed the pickap point, Yedro
lower the litter for another plckun.

IR

Pedro 73 pro
fent

L.

‘)J.l(‘: 1.].
hit by s burst of

ients and administer first

one litter pabtient, Pedro
ceoded o Binh Ba with the
oand bwo more patlients

Ba, Pedro 73 refueled,

While enroube to the pickup
icdmp point was under heavy

was "neuvtralized when Pedro
tract twe 1itber pobtlents.

al“}“m’f‘a ond proceeded o

dee pian
(VR V=R

Wag m“o]"m:m-g,tely 10
autonatic smadd,, 0rms

A

T oL mately a

When
feet from the ground, Pedre 73
fire from the left reaxr @
The pilot immediate

o
"*m 2

~
5

depart the area. starting
that the rofor aud enzine i not_bes..

tammed in the full open, mux power nosgitlon.
is X

least /;. j.an.eS

2 miles from the hoisting area there wos o smell
plantation, bub not knowing how »ocv it vas, 1‘,1“,

make a road J‘“u:r“the“ wusd, *;me,
Binh Qa winich
in flight was rulod OL.'t bec Ik
flight idle. The pilct and evaluat
shallow approach ang Fasose ing Ting wos
Pecro 97 giool

r\'(‘r\"l-\'x o rwd
R

Roels)

)

a B}

Clearence was obteined and by as
was made. The Janding was made with no in )u'* "c.
to shub the engine down vias to turn off the fuel
The oil could be shub off bub not the fuel. It
fuel portion of the valive had been rendered

b, called ‘“Xomzr. irelt

of right rudder 'Lo mu.nwin coord )_nf'“’

throtile cou}.r_‘i 0N
the i
hest w&y
the approach

inoperative by a bullaot.

900'

angle from verbicle.
and

started o
noticed

=1
Lie was

cle
Lo Ty b

= had the

e the alrcraflt to

£ using emergency fuel

be brought down to

ation and decided a

land W‘Jhc airce W*i‘b.

and landin

)

Te

the crews The only way
and oil shutaff valve,

discovered that the
The

move the fusl conitiol
the po
engine,

mechanic tried to moxnually
no success. He then considered
the fuel line to starve the

11%11 he hit

TS ThRe off pesition with

ibility of r~1.>(,mmco ting or masking

on e jdea to drive the

UL

roximately



hits. Both sets of blades were ruil

the_fuyel control to the off vosition with a hawmer which “UCCBQSIHllV
shuf.the engine down.  buring shut down it was found that the vot or br ke
had also beccme inoperative but the oluuop coaszca te a sto;

further probleoms. A gulck dnvegtipat L on of L T

Ay et
Llicy

aircraft. It was @lwo noticed
successfully stonned twn 30 ﬂ“7'Q‘ ox oo und dos

&
‘the hoist Opbl tor. 1ra 150 ; Lo toke the crew baCA to
Bien loa so plans could be maﬂe for removing the aircroft to Bien Hoa.
When FPedro 97 heard the csll of g*ouud fire hits from Pedro 73 he immediately
returned to Binh Bn, trensfered the 1ititer pabients and returned to eacort
Pedro 73 back to Binh Ba. When Pedro 73 was safely on the ground, Pedro 97
returned to the nickup peint where there were 7 morc known cesualiies and.
Pedro 73's PaT 8T eSCUERIT o Y was told o orbit west of the pickup point

at adltitude because the ground forces ware ia heavy enemy contact with the
enemy too close for ailr support. Very shortly afterwsrd, artillery was

called in and the nickup point was completely encircled in artillery

Ldre e At this time Pedro 46 arriveld on SCEHE  aiid JoTned tne orbit. redro
'\

o R

46 departed the orbit for Biph Da and ﬁufuelooﬁ as it becoame dark. Vhen

Pedro 46 returned to the orbii, Pedro 97 1 i for fuel.

Ag Pedro 97 returned to the orbit point we LV Sl&Chanbr 22

(ground FAC) that the siftuation was such that no more exiractions could be

made and the two Pedro aircraft should return Lo home stationﬁ. Adrman

Pitsenbarger, the Pararescuemen from Pedro /° remained at the piclup point.
2

Upon arrival at Bien Hoa I was notified oy 5 DASC thet during the night
the pararescueman and 7 remain 4ng oaSﬂaltﬁes vere moved WO an erea T o-

where an LZ would be cleared and they would be extracted | by Army hulicopters
at first 1light the next morning.

Arrangements werc made to have an Army CHA7 sling load Pedro 73 to Bien Hoa

from Binh Be for repairs. o

Pedro 97 recovered 2d 7 casualties, and Pedro 73 recovered 2 casualties, Nine o

(9) combat $2Y0S merewglﬁlmoun HH=-438%s flew elght 8) ortlen for 6415 . .
hours. HH—/BB flew two (2] gorties for 2430 hours, o

/
5 //
ONALD BACHMAN, Capt, USAY

£y

Regcue Crew Commander
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S catenordinary . horolom in cmnmoc“lea with military oporationa.
agalunnt on opposing ammcd forco oo o Paromodia on Aan  undrmoed o
L S E 0 poscuc hOAL@@“'O” oa o Cin Pops, Womth Vietnam, on :
G uoo:uary 1967. Ou thal  doto, Atrooc fachknoy flow  twa Qo

Cties dn o roocuo ollond @4 oty
RCWV¢¢3 dolendod heotiic oron.  On

Lo thoe vicinlty, srmon Lausnoy Tolum
o Ty iz
to o Junglo R0 monpoh Jor ko ou

. 3,

L tho oo atiroldlding Boaxeh ond Jloocto cponey oxdoyred an ovacuntion

(Moleliele!

o Tho  ropeuo forcos. Cn wha  cogond Dop rCio, Alrmon imolknoy

- focatod ¢ho dewnod pillot, who woo Loistod lnto the hel*conoh
A8 Lho romene oroyw  doptrtod who aren, intomse and  acourn?
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Y“Me, « hero? What's a hero? I have i
no idea. It's probably somebody’s =N
interpretation—an opinion. Opinions are A
like belly buttons. Everybody's got one.”’ o
: TSgt. Duane D. Hackney ‘
; For his bravery as a 20-ycar-old para-
; rescueman during the Vietnam conflict,
i g TSgt. Duane D. Hackney was presented
!
!
£

the Air FForee Cross, second only to

the Mcdal of Honor. He was the youngest
person, and the first living enlisted
member, (o receive the medal.

That was in 1967, the vear he also
won the Chency Award. Today, the
barrel-chested Hackney carries the same
180 pounds on his 5-foot-10-inch frame .
as he did the day he stood at atteation to st
receive the Alr Foree Cross. The once
cherubie face hus matured in the last 17
years, but his youthful appearance and !
candid brown cyes match his enthusiasm i
tor hife. :
To cover the fading burn scars on his | ;

|
I
|

arms—permancent reminders of that

cventful day in Southeast Asta—the 36-

ycar-old NCO usually wears the long-

steeved uniform shirt with a tic. On

his chest arc cight rows of ribbons, which
i S stretch from the top-of his pocket nearly

ro of the Vietnam ‘War, to the collar. The 54 medals make up

Duane Hackney isalsoa... cnough fruit salad to serve lunch to
R R ) a Jolly Green Giant helicopter crew.

TSgt. Hackney tells his stories with
just the right mix of gusto, salty lan-
guage, and humor laced with pathos. 5
When recounting his Vietnam experi- i
ences, he punctuates his tules with slicing
hand gestures and rolling cycballs.

His cmotions alternately soar, while

by TSgt. Dan Allsup remembering the adrenaline-pumping rush
AIRMAN Staff Writer of combat, or plunge when he remembers
4 Do : the friends left behind forever in-a
Tllustrations by-SSgt Rocl W. Wiclinga © distant junglc. 2 g S
7t 'AFCSC, Kelly AFB, Texas - . Blunt almost to a fault, TSgt. Hackney:

31
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said he joined the Air Force at 17 “‘on a
whim'” in ‘1965 to “‘get out of cutting
the grass back home.”

That snap decision wasn't the only
one. His decision to join and become a
pararcscueman (PJ) in the Air Rescue and
Recovery Service was also made on the
spot; the line at the carcer counscling
desk for the air rescue carcer ficld was
shorter than the others at Lackland AFB,
Texas, during basic training. He hated
standing in long lines.

Despite being the youngest and smallest
in his PJ class, and warnings that he
probably wouldn’t make it through the
grueling, year-long training, he not ouly
made it, he graduated with honors,

One benefit of being the class honor
graduate was having first choice of
assignments, which ran the gamut from
Vietnam to Bermuda and Europe. The
youngster opted to join the air rescue
detachment at Da Nang AB in the
Republic of Vietnam. Choosing a war
‘zone for his first tour of duty wasn't just
foolish bravado; he was ready for what-
ever the future had in store.

*“By the time we got out of PJ school
they had us so pumped up we thought
we could walk on water,”” he said, “‘or at
least give it a hell of a try. For me,
there was really no choice about the
assignment. The top graduatcs got lucky
and could pick Vietnam; the others got
stuck with Bermuda or England. We
all knew. where the action was.”’

1t didn’t take the young airman long to

. sce the action he yearned for. Stepping

off a C-130 onto Viectnamese soil for

"the first time, he and a buddy spotted a
- nearby Marine and shouted, ‘‘Hey Sarge!
"~ Where’s the war?”’

"The reply was sobering. The grizzled
veteran gave the overcager new troops a
withering look and replied, “‘Look
around, dummies! You're in it!”’

He was indeed, especially on the

.morning of Feb. 6, 1967, necar Mu Gai

Pass in North Vietnam.

‘Oh, man, that was so long ago,”” he
says now. *‘We had just picked up our
flight equipment to go on alert status
when we heard a plane had gone down.

- They scrambled us at about 9 a.m.

“*We were the primary rescuc helicop-
ter, an HH-3E Jolly Green Giant. As
soon as we got ncar the arca, we heard

-".the’downed pilot on the radio, but we
“.~couldn’t see.him. I was lowered to the |

ground on a hoist. I looked around and
saw footprints all around—Vietnamese,
footprints. I knew they were Vietnamese
because the tread on their shoes was a
lot different than the tread on our combat
boots.
 ““We had lost radio contact with the
pilot, so I figured the North Victnamese
were prebably chasing him and he had
to stop communicating {or a while.”

The PJ was in the jungle for nearly two
hours, tripping over tangled:vines and
roots while trying to locate the downed
pilot and: avoiding contact with the
cnemy. Finally, the poor weather got
worse and the rescue tcam was forced to
abandon the scarch. They flew back to
Da Nang and waited at base operations |
until late in the afternoon, when the
downed pilot was heard from again.

“*Once we knew the pilot was still
alive, we decided to try it again—to go
for it,”” TSgt. Hackney continued. ““We
knew we had to get him out before
dark, because after the sun dropped, our
chances for getting him would drop from
about 90 percent to 30 percent.

““When we went in again, a Sandv [an
A-1 Skyraider escort aircraft] told us
not to go over this one ridge because of

“heavy AAA and small-arms fire. But

we had to—that’s wherce the pilot was!
Once we got over the arca, they lowered
me on a hoist again, and this time 1
found the pilot. He was pretty messed
up.

““I got him into the hoist, but on the
way back up to the helicopter we started .
drawing morc fire, so the Sandy dropped
in and knocked them out: Then the
cnemy’s anti-aircraft gun picked us up on
radar. The first hit jarred us pretty bad,
and there was a lot of fire and smoke. 1
knew we had to get out of the chopper.”

In the confusion, TSgt. Hackney
managed to find his parachute and strap it
on the rescued pilot before helping him
out of the HH-3E. Groping around in the
heavy smoke looking for the fire extin-
guisher, the PJ found another parachute,
this onc oil-soaked. He had his arms
through the harness when the second enc-
my round hit. The anti-aircraft shell
severed the fuel line and blew the PJ
through the closed door of the helicopter,
200 fect above the ground,

Semi-conscious, and weakened by
shrapnel wounds and third-degree burns,
TSgt. Hackney managed to pull the rip
cord and hug the unbuckled parachute to
his chest. 'He fell into a tree, which prob-
ably saved his life, but from therc he
plummeted downward onto a ledge in a
crevasse about 80 fcet below the Junﬂlc
floor.

“When I came to on the chge I cou]d o

et R B T a8 i 2

“Green Giant that came in and picked

‘ Qround less than an hour the entire tirie

'800-man military parade at Scott FB

look up and sec the chtnamcsc Jumpm
from onc side of the ravine to the other=
looking for me. If they had cver looke
down, they would have spotted-mé.,;
four of them, but I figured there wi
more in the area. ‘
A little later I heard an A1-E'S
raider over me and popped-a flare
He saw my smoke and called in'a Jc

me up. I guess.l.was probably. on,‘th
* The PJ later learncd he was' the only
survivor of the aborted rescue effort:H
four fellow crewmembers: and’ the ‘pilot
he had pulled out of the jungle wert
never heard from again. :
For giving the pilot his own parach‘
at great risk to his own life, then-Sgt
Hackney was presented the Air.Forc
Cross by Gen. Howell M. Estes, then-
commander-in-chief of the Mlhtary i
Command.
In the ceremony conductcd during:a

Ill., Gen, Estes also presented ;h “youn

Hackncy addcd those medals to. the \y,
Dlstmgmshed Flying Cross with three: oal: _

for other honors and ‘national rccog |
His heroxcs that day'in February 196

presented to airmen who pcrform a
of valor, extreme fortitu'de,Aor self.
sacrifice in a humanitarian: mission in
conncction with an aircraft.”” He was alt
named the 1967 Military ‘Airlift Com
mand Airman of the Year, :

Curiously, even during the anti-wa
anti-hero cra of the late 60s, the Ameri
people seemed eager to grasp the han
some, articulate airman and hold; hlm
high as an cxwmplc to their: youth

ance-tour, Sgt. Hackney was a gues
on ‘‘The Tonight Show,”’**The Datin
Gamc ““and on the Art Llectter and

microphones and cameras. The publ
appearances were frustrating chores, th
kept him' from. performmg the, hfesavmg?
work he had tramed for,,



iin the"Air, Force~~and with a line number
for*promotion to master sergeant—
TSgt. 'Hackney decided.to give civilian
life a0~ He said the decision was made
becau ¢ “‘war was winding down
and I @rdn’t see any future for combut
rescuc.”’ Others, some who were close to
him, said the pressure just got to be too
ymuch for him to handle. :
;--Whatever the reasons, TSgt. Hackney
soon became Deputy Hackney of the
Genesce County Sheriff’s Department
ncar his hometown of Flint, Mich. At
first, he -was attracted to police work, and
‘eventually volunteered for duty with the
‘department’s scuba diving and riot control
pams. o e
- He'liked police work so much it took
'him nearly four years to realize that
something was missing. :
*“The main rcason 1.came back to the -

_ Air Force was because T missed the trav-

eling and the camaraderie,”” he said.
“When I had an opportunity to get back
in unitorm as an E-4, I jumped at it.”’

He made it back through the ranks
quickly, carning promotions to both staff
and technical scrgeant the {firstdime he
was cligible. After completing basic
rescuc training again, he became a PJ
instructor at McClellun AFB, Calif.

He later transfered to lecland, then to
England before his air rescue career came
to an abrupt halt. ‘

In 1981 the PJ suffered a serious heart
attack. Although the doctors couldn’t
be certain, they speculated it may have!
been the aftermath of injuries he sustained
while mountain climbing in Northern
Wales. '

TSgt. Hackney’s thirst for adventure
had finally caught up with him. After

four months in,various hospitals, his case
went to-a medical review board;-and

his appeal to remain’ inpararescue was::!
denied for medical reasons:. .

Today, TSgt. Hackney is assigned to . -

the intelligence division of 23rd. Air
Force Headquarters at Scott AFB.. He’s

reconciling himself to *'life after parares- *' ;

)

cue”’ and becoming more -aware of the

important role his'new duties play in'the e

Air Force mission.
TSgt. Hackney recently married the

former SrA. Carole Matlack—a controller’

with Scott’s Rescue Control Center—"
whose knowledge of the.Vietnam War.
comes mostly from history. books? The:
NCO has mellowed with marriage and the.

passing years, he says, but'he can:still " 7"

tell a good story. ‘ :

Like when he was showering after his =

first mission in Vietnam and realized
he had caught a .30 caliber round in his

leg hours carlier. Afraid he’d be grounded :

if he reported the wound to the doctors,
the PJ ran nuked through the barracks

to his buddies’ room and coaxed them
into removing the builct with a medical
probe, while he anesthietized himself with
a bottle of whisky. Stll as green as a
pair of Lackland fatigues, the airman had
been in-country for all of three days.

And there’s the story of how he con-
vinced his parents he was working as
a clerk-typist. He dids’t want them
to worry about him, and they believed
him until they saw Lis pame in the
newspaper headlines.

Then there was the time he fanded at
Travis AFB, Calif., tresh from the
jungles. He wus a two-striper, and a
security policeman held him in custody
until the major general who was meeting
the returning hero veritied that the young
airman had actually cuined all those
medals he was wearing,.

And he hasn’t forgotten the day the
helicopter he was flying in caught a
barrage ol cnemy smudl-urms fire. The
chopper managed to limp back to the
buase, but then its tail rotor got caught in
concertina wire while trying to land.
With the chopper spinning wildly out of
control, the crew was able to scramible
out the door and run for about 50 yards
before it exploded.

Such “war’ storics are exciting, and
TSgt. Hackney has quite a few, many of
them about his friends’ exploits. Bul
underlying the combat adventures of most
wars are the memories of fallen com-
rades.

1 really don’t think about Victnam
very much any more—only when some-
body asks me about it,”” TSgt. Hackney
said. “There’s a vivid picture of it still in
my mind, but you get to where you like
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to forget about things like that. 1 lost a
lot of good friends over there, but I can’t
let myself dwell on it

“There's today, and there’s tomorrow,
Yesterday is gone, and you can’t change
that. But don’t worry about it, and if
there's a lesson to be learned, then learn
it, and press on.”

The former PJ lcarned his lessons well
and. in his own way. he remembers
his friends who didn’t make it back. In
front of the Acrospace Rescuc and
Recovery Service ncaclquar{us building at
Scott AFB is & smull plaque commemo-
rating the pararescuemen who lost their
lives in Vietnom.

Although voungar airmen in the organ-

photos by SSgt. Lou Comeger, AAVS
Arlington, Va.

TOP: SrA. Carcie Hackney admits she
wasn't aware her husband was a war
hero until she read about his Vietnam
aclions whiln studying for a promotion
test. .

LEFT: TSqt. nac.mny doesn’t hesitate
to help mairtain ihis plaque commemo-
rating his fallen friends who died so
*that others mav live.”

TR A 0 ek

ization arc usially detailed to-trim the
grass around the marker, visitors are
somctimes startled to sec one of the Air
Force's most decorated war herocs kneels §
ing there in fatigues and clipping the
grass with shears. .

“I figure it’s my job, too. If T don’ t.« :
cut the grass, who will? The young
airmen out there may do it, but for them
it’s probably just another work detail.”
With a glance at the plaque, he said, 5
“This plague honors my friends—my .}
buddies.”” He didn’t have to say more. .

Another insight into the character of - fi.
Duane Hackney can be gleaned from
a letter his sister, Dianne, wrote to his
wife. Without her brother’s knowledge,
Diannc sent Carole a package of news
clippings and photographs detailing.
her brother’s heroism and combat mis-
sions in Victnam.

“‘Duane said he didn’t want thcse -
anymore because they bring back too TH
many memories,”’” Dianne wrote. ‘‘He "
lost a lot of friends and saw a lot of
death, despair, and unhappincss. As he .
would say, ‘It was something onc does
out of instinct.” I think that’s why he was
part of an clite group. . . . He was
above average in instinct.”

His instincts enabled him to help save
others. They also helped him to surviv

In Novemiber 1462, Maj. Rudolph
Aunderson Ir. was postlmmously awarded
the Air Foree Cross after his unarmed
U-2 abreraflt was shot down over Cuba
while flying acrial reconnalssance.

His previous {tizhts had provided pho-
tographs proving the existence of long-
range offensive missiles, information that
helped establish President John F.
Kennedy's military and diplomatic course
ol action during the Cuban missile crisis
in October 1962.

Maj. Anderson was the first to be
awarded the Air Force Cross after it was
established on July 6, 1960. One
hundred-cighty-one airmen have since
received the decoration, second only to
the Medal of Honor. Many of them, like
Maj. Anderson, were honored posthu-
mously.

The first enlisted member awarded the
Air Force Cross was A1C William H.
Pitsenbarger, a friend and fellow parares-
cucman of TSgt. Hackney. The citation
accompanying the posthumous award
noted that on April 11, 1966, A1C Pit-

senbarger rode a hoist more than 100 feet.

to the ground to organize rescue efforts
of. American casualtics in a dense South
Vietnam jungle. After recovering the

ninth casualty, the rescue hehcoptcr was

disabled by small-arms ﬁre and forced to:

- cross.withan oxxdxzed ‘satin’ ﬁmsh Cc

make an emergency landing.
Soon after rescue efforts were aban- .
doned, the area came under heavy snipet
and mortar fire. A1C Pitsenbarger repeal-
cdly was exposed to enemy fire while
gathering rifles and ammunition from
fallen comrades to pass along to fellow ¥
defenders, He died of wounds sustained §
in that encounter. . .
Designed in 1959 by Elcanor Cox, &
then-chief of the Air Force Heraldic See
tion, the Air Force Cross is awarded for -
““, .. extraordinary heroism not justify-"
ing the award of the Medal of Honor,
while serving in any capacity with the .
Alr Force; while engaged in an action
against an enemy of the United States;
while engaged in military operations
involving conflict with an opposing for-
cign force; or while serving with friendly
forccs in an mmed conﬂlct Agamst an

is not a bclllgercnt party.”’
The medal itself is a sculptured bronz&l



6 February 1967 -- Airman First Class Duane D, Hackney, a pararescueman
with the 37th ARR Squadron, appeared in numerous after-action reports as he
established a comhat
save record making him
legendary in the world
of combat rescue.
During one mission,
Airman Hacknhey searched
fer a downed pilot in
the underbrush of a
Morth Victnamese jungle,
He found the injured
pilot, strapped him into
a Stokes itter, and
bath of them rode to the
gafety of the helicop-
ter. As the men
reached the helicopter
doox, North Vietnamese
Army troops began firing
at the <chopper. The
pilot pulled the HH-3E
up, but an enemy 4gunner
found his mark and the
Jolly Green Gilant began
to burn. Airman Hackney
quickly put a parachute
on the injured man and
then climbed into one
himgelf. The helicopter

suddenly exploded,
throwing Airman Hacknev
out. His parachute

opened  Just above the
trees.

AIC Duagne L. FHackrey
operates a rescue hoist
equipped with a forest
renetrator.

The second HH~3E, the ™high bixd," rushed in and its pararescueman fvent
down to search for survivors. He found only Airman Backney, dazed budl not
seriously injured, and brought him to safety.

. A month later, on 13 March, Airman Hackney was one of two pararescéemen
aboard an HH-3E Jolly Green that flew deep into Viet Cong territory Fust
south of the demilitarized zone. A Marine h-34 troop transport helicépter
was down, and the survivors reported enemy goldiers closing in for the kill.
A second Marine helicopter crew overheard the radic trapsmission calling for
help and turned their larger H-46 troop and cargo helicopter toward heir
beleaguered comrades. Airman Hackney's Jolly Green arrived in time ¢ see
the H~46 fall out of the sky onto the firat downed helicopter.

On the ground the Marines gathered their injured and set their defdnces
against the enemy forces closing in from all sides. Above, in the dody of
the HH-3E, Alrman Duane Hackney watched as Air Porce A-ls darted in to Hlast
the Viet Cong. When the Skyraiders had laid dawn a smoke screen, the gilot
cautiously moved the Jolly Green over the embattled Marines. As soon ag the
giant chopper came to a hover, Airman Hackney was on the Stokes litter a on
his way to the ground. He loaded as many injured men as he could ong the
litter and rode up with them, Just asg Airman Hackney and a wounded Mafine
got in the door, the pilot saw warning lights flash on, indicating hydrau} ica

were out. With bullets smashing into the fuselage, the pilot pulled.ythe
chopper up and headed for Da HNang AR, Meanwhile, Airman Hacknev, wholl was
working in the cabin treating the wounded, suddenlv slumped to the floor An
eénemy bullet had grazed his helmet, knocking him out. He soon reaa ned
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consciousness and continued to set fractures, tend head wounas, and apply
tourniquets. For his efforts, Airman Hackney received the Air Force Cross
from General Estes on 9 September 1967. Duane Hackney was the most decorated

enlisted man to aserve in Boutheast Asia. That in

itself is quite an accom-—

plishment because pararescuemen had thus far, and will econtinue to, earn more

decorations than any other group of men in the

Indochina.

Alr Porce serving in

It was difficult for the audiences of the many national televirjion shows

that Airman Hackney was featured on ta believe

that the modeat and schy,

baby-faced young man could have accomplished the many daring feats he had.
It was alao difficult for Security Policemen at Travis AFB, California,
to believe that suech a voung man could have actually been legitimately

awarded all the medals he had pinned to his chest,

even an aixzman returning

from a tour in Southeast Asia. On onre return trip to the States, he was held
in confinement until a telephonc call verified that he waz indeed authorized

the medals he was wearing.

Septembey 1967 -~ Augqust 1972 -~ Sergeant Chuck

Morrow, a pararescueman,

spent two tours In Soltheast Asia at several locations for a total of 138

months, He was awarded three Silver Stars,

North Vietnam,

five Distinguished Plyi
Crosses, and numerous Air Medals during tours at Udorn AB, Thailand a
Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai AB, Thailand for combat rescue missions flown in
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HISTORY

OF THE

37TH AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUADRON
AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SERVICE (MAC)

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
DA NANG AIR BASE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

R 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1967 | .
f‘3'.. o Y s C::EEZ/ 446%2 |
' J‘é\rﬂfﬁ&w KENI\II/E%H D. CAUGHR

Captain, USAF Lt Col, USAF
Historian Commander

GROUP 4

Downgrageg at

. 3 year

iatervals- declassified
after 12 years




37 ARRSq Hist, Oct - Dec 1967 9.
(19) (C) 1-3-182, 8 & 9 Nov 1967, at 1505%Z Jolly Green 29“and
i.%>werevscrambled from Da Nang AB, RVN to attempt an extraction of
the surviving five members of a Speciel Forces Team located at 2620/
; 0/69. At 15502 the Jolly Greens were in the area and advised by a

§ USAF 0-2, to hold while tree U.S. Army UH-1B gunships, softened the
area with rockets and machine gun fire. A USAF C-130, was providing .
flare support er the mission. At 16302 Jolly Green 29 attémpted the
1 pickup and managed to pick up three of the five survivors before
being driven off by hostile fire. Because of battle damage, Jolly
Green 29 departed the arca and made an emergency landing at Khe Sanh,
Qﬁm. _At_gpproximately 16502 Jolly Green 26 attempted to pick up the
l remaining two suryivors. After getting them on board the aircraft,

folly,Gpeen 2§ was hit by eutomatic weapons fire and burst into flames.

650/27/85, to aid in the recovery of survivors of Jolly Green 26

GROUP 4

Downgraded at 3 year
intervals; declassified
after 12 years




37 ARRSq Hist, Oct - Dec 1967 10.

-which had“erashed the previous night. Jolly Green 04 eLI'':c":'n;é{ar on scenhe .
et OOBOZ and held at a safe altitude while Sandy 5, 6, 7, and 8 (USAF
‘A-lEs), a USAF 0-2, and USAF F-4Cs were conductlng the search. At
approx:Lmately 01302 two possible survivors were spotted and Jolly

Green 04 made a pass over the area. The pickup was not attempted at

ihis time by order of the Commander, 7th AF. At 0720Z Jolly Green O4

_’was given permission to attempt the pickup, but no survivors could be
e‘ig‘hted. Jolly Green 04 was returned to base at 08152 and upon landing
en eutomatic weapons hit was found in the tail of the aircraft. Jolly

~ Green 04 was on scene for eight hours and 10 mimutes and made three

. »aJ'r refuelings.

(21) (U) 1-3-183, 12 Nov 1967, at 0245% Jolly Green 25 was
leerted from orbit to assist the US Navy in evacuating personnel
:'from aﬂounderlng boat, Greenfish, at 18°10 N/106°45'E. Jolly Green
25 transported damage control equipment from Killer Whale, a USN |
: destroyer to Greenfish. Since it was determined Greenfish was in no
danger of sn.nklng no survivors needed to be evacuated.

(22) (U) 1-3-184, 14 Nov 1967, at 16252 Jolly Green 28 and 25

were scrambled to 113°/17/94, 17 miles East South-East of Da Nang, to
medlvac s snakebit victim. Jolly Green 28 made the pickup at 1715%

and evecuated the victim, name unknown, to Marble Mountain AB, RVN.

| (23) (U) 1-3-185, 20 Nov 1967, at 01l45Z Jolly Green 04 was divert—
ed from orbiﬁ to attempt the pickup of the crew of a USAF F-4C at 3400/

i 20/109, 20 miles North-West of Dong Ha. Jolly Green 04 arrived on the

GROUP 4
Downgraded at 3 year
intervals; declassified
after 12 years
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—t (Orgonizaﬁon ond address) FBOM: Organization and address) '
Brd Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group | Det 1, 40th ARRS (MAC) PAS HKQPTO S
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RECOMMEND INDIVIDUAL INDICATED BE AWARDED
"~} 1. NAME OF DECORATION {Indicotn numbar of clustars, if appropriata) // / j/ S/ 6\
e AR FORCE CROSS. v / " e S

2. RECOMMENDATION IS BASCD ON; 3. INCLUSIVE DATE(S et cm YV EMENT or srnvxcs
I HEROISM . : (8 Yk ON 10

[0 MERITORIOUS SERVICE
..... , {Based on completod pesiod of yervica)

[J OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT ' 30 .,May 1968

N s e 1 en L ey e ey 41§53 A

s amApe . T
uurt,ount.. i L—A e
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- 7. PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND STATION . o 8 PRESENT DUTY ASSIGNMENT

Dot 1, 40th ARRS (MAC). PAS. HKQPTO S o .,,,o ‘(

APO_S.F, 96310 . . : Pararescue Specislist -~ - 0 SRS

9. PERMANENT HOME ADDRESS . ] L 4 ‘\0.0RGANIZATION OF NEXTYDUTY ASSIGNMENT (if applicable) . . i
2709 N, 36th St N
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53210 ' N/A" . R -

1. ORGANIZATION DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND GRADE AT TIME OF ACT OR| 12. DATE OF PROMOTION TO | . INDIVIDUAL'S SERVICE IN AIR

."~"SERV CE.: . GRADE IN WHICH SERVING "~ . . * FORCE. SINCE ACT OR SERVlCE
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JOBN IoAsiis~Colonel, USAF DISTRIBUTION

et L R [T O I Y S i il

DERPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

SPECIAL ORDER 3 October 1968
Gh- 521

i, Dy Jirevevlun ol Llas "I.CDJ.\‘\’IlL) oanm Mioysan A NEW)UKN, Al-‘lGﬂl?QSf', io
awarded the Air Force Gross for cextraordinary heroism while participating
in milftary operatiuvms against an opposing armed force on 30 May 68.

2, Py direction of the President, MAJ J LYNN McBRIDE, FRG5427, is awarded

the Legion of Mcerit for exccptionally meritorious conduct in the pexformance
of outstandisy scrvice from 1 Scp 64 to 1 Aug 68,

BY ORDER_QF THE SECRRTARY OF THE AMR FORCE | '

J. . P, McGONNELL, General, USAT
Chief of Staff

u).-::-,.,.- ps ‘\
I

Director of Administraulive Bervices GO

Gb-~521




DEPARTMENT OF THE A1R FORCE
WASHINGTON

SPRCTAL QRDER 5 March 1969
GB- 111

A

The Gheney Award for 1968 1s awarded LO SERGEANT THOMAS A NEWMAN,
AF16817854, who distinguished himself by extraordiuary heroism and
valor in connection with military operations against an oppesing
armed force as an HH-3L Pararegcue Specialist in Southeast Asis on
30 May 1968. On that date, SERGEANY NEWMAN voluntarily dcecended
{nto a hostile jungle environment to rescue & downed Air Force pilot.
with complete disregard for Lis own life, and hempered by darkness
and concentrated autumatic weapons fire, he requested the rescuc
helicopter above him to enter a nearby orbit, both for the safety of
the orawmemhars and LO prevent the hovering ajircraft from revealing
the survivor's position to the untriendly ground forrra, When the
rescue helicopter returned for the plckup, SERGEANT NEWMAN was
geverely injured in the first hoist attempt. Nevertheless, he
succeeded in securing the injurxed pilot toO the forest penetrator

and protected him with his own body from hostile fire as they
ascended to the helicopter. SERGEANT NEWMAN'S courageous act reflects
the highest credit upon himself end the United States Air Force.

R FORCE

J. P. McCONNELL, General, USAF
Chief of Sgaff

JOHN F RASH, Colonel, USAF DISTRIBUTIPN .
Director of Administration GO
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CITATION TO ACCOMIPPANY THE AWARD QF
THE AIR FORCE CROSS
N

THOMAS A, NEWMAN

The President of the United Stales of America, authorized by Title
10, Section 8742, United States Code, awards the Aix Force CGross
to Scrgeant Thomas A, Newman for extraordinary heroism in mili-
tary opcrations against an opposingarmed force as an HH-3E Heli-
copter Pararcscue Specialist in Southeast Asia, on 30 May 1968.
On that date, Scrgeant Newman voluntarily descended into a hostile
jungle environment to roscuc a downed Air Force pilot, With com-
plete disregard for his own lif¢, and hampered by darkness and
concentrated automatic weapons {irc, he requested the rescue heli-
copter above him to enter a ncarby orbit, both for the safcty of the
c¢rcwmembers, and to prevent the boveringaircraft from establish-
ing the survivor's location fur the unfriendly ground forces, When
the rescue Liclicupler scbuined, hiv sseured Wi ipjured aliivan lu
the forest penetrator and protected him wilh his own body as they
ascended to the helicopter. Through his extraordinary heroism,
superb airmanship, and aggressivencss, Scrgecant Newman reflect-
ed the highest credit upon himself and the United States Air Force,
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Description of the acy, achievement or servica, including specific dates, places and focts. Uf additionol s
g x I ond paper, tha last sheet of which mutt be signed by the recommending Individual.) .

" Ler 30 May 1968 Sergeant Newman was scrambled to recover an F-105 pilot shot

wn by 37mm anti-aircraft fire west of Kne Shan. While enroute to the survivor's
sition, he was advised the pilot had broken an arm following bail out and would
quire assistance getting on the forest penetrator. Sergeant Newman immediately
luntoored to descend on the hoist to assist the Injured airman. Major Reagan, the
-pilot, then briefed Sergeant Newman that the area into which he would be placed
5 within. range of several anti-airceraft woapons, and contained concontratod un- .
iendly ground forces with hand-held automatic weapons. Sorgoant Nowman checkod

d prepared his gear for hoist doscont. Ihe poor visibility caused by approachlng
wrkness hampered the pararescue specialiot's chances ol' evaluabting the area, and

pace is needed, ure plain

~ienting himself towards the best cascape route should he be required to evade ground -

yreop until the following day. When tho roscue helicoptor was called 1n {ollowlng
o storilization of the area by tho fighter escort alreraft, Sergeant Newman heard
e downed pilot,stute that his injurles provented him from igniting a smoke {lare tg
.npoint his position beneath the jungle canopy. Once the rescue helicoptor came to
hovor'over the downed sirman's suspected position, 1t was ovident he coudld not be
son beneath the dark jungle unloss the pararescuo spociallst was put down to direot
he Tescue helicopter over the survivor. Sergeant Newman then secured himself to the
orest penetrator and was lowered to the ground. He established radio contact imme-
ately with the hovering helicopter; however, he was unable to talk to the downed
rewman. Beneath tho dense foilage the pararescue specialist found it too daxrk to
cc more than a few feet. He immediately began an expanding circle search for the
urvivor and completed one circuit without success when he saw the hovering helicopw
or pubjoctcd to automatic wenpons fire from the ridge above him. Because of the
olg rom tho helicoptor he wun unablo to hoar the unlfriondly forces surrounding hinm
‘nd,fahring for the paf'oty of the crowmombord above him and reallzing tho alrcraflt
bovo him would draw tho onomy to hln poultion, ho roquostoed tho rosouo hellcoptor
opart untll he could loente tho downued pllot. - Ap tho hollcoptlar dopnrted tho nroa,
avobssrved 1t .was. subjectoed:to hoavy nutomatlo woaponn fire., AMAfter the departure of)
ho helicopter the pararescue spocinliat hoard a shot and caupht a glimpae of a mug=
1e flash in his periphoral vision, Unable to pinpoint the source, and unwilling to
1ve, away,his pogltlon or risk a shot that could hit the survivor, Sergeant Nowman
irqﬁpéditghthp;groundﬁand bepgan crawliing towards the shot. Within seconds anothexr
ot allowed him to pinpoint the source, and for a fraction of a second illuminated
he person firing; believing this to be the downed pilot, Sergeant Newman, with come

leterdisregard for his own life sho
fire ot him, and risking that his vo

uld the survivor mistake him for hostiles. and...;
jco mipght give away bls posltion to the hostile

rorcos purrounding him, called to the survivor and began inching his way to the

barely visible injured man. Once assured he had found the survivor, he quickly out
sim frec of his life preserver, G-sult, and purvival goar. #s he worked he could seo
muzzle flashos and hear weapons firing, both towards hio position and at the aircraft
orbiting above, The pararescue specialist and the pilot could hear people moving

e
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25 TYPED NAME, GRADE AND TITLE OF INDIVIDUAL INITIATING [/{)

" RECOMMENDATION, )

' JOSEPH L. WELLS, Lt Col, USAF

Commondexr
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"(\iAt'd item 24, AF Form 642, Air Force Cross recommendation for Sergeant Thomﬁsz. -
Newman,‘A5168l7854) L :
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* through the-brush as they closed in on their position. Sergeant Newman advised theiﬁf

crew of the orblting rescue helicopter that he would be shutting off his radio for a'ﬂﬁ"ff

few minutes to evaluate the situation before calling them in and subjecting them to. -
close and accurate fire. TFor the next 10-20 minutes he and the pilot remained B
motionless as they kept watch around them for sipgng of unfriendly forces. This ap--

parontly prevented the hostile troops irom plunpointing their position, and whon the xH 

noige of movement in the undorgrowth appoared to be dylng away, Sergeant Newman
called in the rescue helicopter for a pickup. Once again ground fire was reccived

- as the helicopter came into a hover and lovered the penetrator. As Sergeant Newman
turned to assist the injured crewman in getiting on the hoist, he lost sight of tho
penotrator in the darkness; after confusing the cable for onse of the many vines in

the area ho finally located tho hoist line and renlized there wan considorable excesa o

"cable on tha ground; unable to fellow it to the forest penetrator, he requested the

hovering holicopter tuke up the slack. Apparently this statement was misintorprotod,';ﬁ;ffJ,
and before he became aware that he was strnding in the midst of tangled hoist line, |

'

the cable wasg reeled in catching him around the ankle and jerking him inverted. Withf; f
. the violence of the jolt, he lost his weapon; his radio, though secured to his vest, .

“ foll from his grasp. Before he could react the cable had becoms teut and locked to
. his ankle pulling him:feet filrst up through the jungle. From his inverted position
 he could sec muzzle flashes within 50-75 yards of himself and the rescue helicopter.
“His body became entangled in a tree, and his leg and ankle were violently wrenchod as

" b waps pulled through the branches by sheor force. Ilo went through the socond tree

c_-opy; dungling inverted abovo the treos, ho rotrloved hig radio with tho sirap
‘neocuring 4t to bis voot, and notiflod tho holleoptor crew ho wna tanglod in tho ocabloe

Coand requontod Lo bo put back on tho pround. AL thin polnt heo wao T0-80 feot above the

. ground, and within 20 feot of tho holleoptor; ho could dimly wveo the ponetrator hang-
ing oome 30 feot bolow him. Aus he wan lowered hoad-tlrat to the ground through the
follago ho wan able to use his hands to avold becoming entangled in the trecs. Drop~
ping through the second canopy, his downward motion wng momentarily arrostod loosoning
the cable around his ankle, annd he fell the last 20 Leot to the jungle floor, broaking
 the impact with his hands and spreining his left wrist. By then the survivor had

.. reached the penetrator, and Sergeunt Newman quickly secured the injured pilot, strapped
himgelf on, and then advised the rescue helicopter they were ready. The unfriendly

.- forces were firing with increasing accuracy as the survivor, protected by the para=

- rescue speciallst's body, was liftod out of tho jungle and safely gecured on the holim

coptor. During the roturn lipht to homo baso Serpeant Nowman mado a thorough lnspoc-
tion of the purvivor's wounda, applied splints to his broken left arm, chackod hils

dislocated right shouldor, clenned a wound on his hoad, and troated him fox shock, le l
then made the pilot as comfortuble as possible until he waa turned over to the flight L

- surgeon upon landing at home statlon,

o g6den L. wELLS, 1t Col, USAF
fﬂfCommgndorx P o

e IR
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VORI
rescued a downed F-105 pilot
near Savannakhet, Laos. After
Sergeant Newman was lowered
into the jungle at the loeation
of the survivor, enemy fire
threatened his crew and air-
craft. Sergeant Newman e~
auested that they evacuvate,
LL.ater, another HH-53 descended
and lowered its hoist in the
darknegs. In response to a
tug, the crew reeled up the
hoist, but lowered it again
because Sergeant Newman was
having difficulty keeping the
coiled cable from ensnaring
himself or the survivor in the
dark jungle, Finally, thevy
reeled in the pararescueman and
the downed pilot, who hed a
broken. arm and legq. Sergeant
Newman was later awarded the
Air Force Cross and the coveted
Cheney Award for heroism.

Gergecnt Thomas A. Newman.
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HISTORY
OF THE

37 AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SGUADRON

b

EROSPACE RESCUE AND REGCOVERY SERVICE (MAC)
UNTTED STATES AIR FORCE

DA NANG AIR BASE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

1 JULY 1968 ~ 30 S

PAUL D. ASHLEY, MAJOR, USAT
HISTORIAN

T
LTI

{BER 1968

- £ el
V.‘fff”,,“;a 11 0L, ULF

GROUE. 4

Downgraded at 3 year
intervals; declassified
after 12 years




“mary“Report 1-3-65, 1.Jul 68

Sy
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WAt 08502, 1'Jul 68, Jolly Greems 27 and 31 were scrambled from Da
Neng~AB, RVN, to intercept an F-105 which had received battle damage
ad was heading for the Gulf of Tonkin, The F~105 pilot was unable to
{reach the sea and ejected northwest of Dong Ha, North Vietnam. Misty
1 (an' F=100 FAC) had established a visual reference of the location of
‘fthe F-105 pilot entering heavy forest. At 10452 Misty 41 established
Jvoice contact with the survivor who stated he was injured. Spads 11,
1412, 13, and 14, and Covey 171 arrived on scene and commenced a visual
{search for the survivor with Misty 41 assistinge Although the survivor's
‘lposition had not been pinpointed, Jolly Green 27 was cleared for ingress
hecause of the nature of injuries to the F-105 pilot, Jolly Green 27 was
iriven off by ground fire. Since he had disposed of external tanks it was
necessary to depart the rescue area with Jolly Green 31 escorting. Back~up
forces, Jolly Greens 29 and 22, were cleared for ingress at 11202, Jolly
Green 29 approached the location of the survivor but sustained battle demage
land was forced to withdraw temporarily. Jolly Green 29 made a second attempt
fto ingress the area but was again driven off by ground fire., Darkness had
spproached therefore all SAR forces were withdrawn for the night., On ¢ Jul
68 at 2215Z Jolly Greens 24, 22 and 31 were launched for the rescue area.
t 00452 on 2 Jul 68, Jolly Green 24 departed the scene for refueling. Jolly
reen 31 was cleared for an attempt at rescue at 0055Z but recelved extensive
attle demage and was forced to withdraw to home plate. Spad 11 had received
hattle damage, lost oil pressure and crashed with the canopy in place. Jolly
__ens 24, 22 and 31 were replaced by Jolly Greens 21 and 28 at approximately
'?1452. SAR forces were withdrawn temporarily while other missions were
performed in the area. At 07002 SAR forces (Jolly Greens 21 and 28), Spads
13 and 14, Sandy 3, 4, 5 and 6; and Covey 112) were reformed in the area of
the survivor. Jolly Green 21 penetrated to the survivor's position at 07302,
onfirmed that help was essential, and lowered the rescue specialist. After
difficult ground search the surviver was located, placed aboard the forest
penetrator with the rescue specialist, and hoisting into the helicopter began.
As the penetrator departed the ground at 0745Z intense ground fire was
experienced with resultant battle damage to the helicopter. Upon the penetrator
glearing the trees a successful egress was made, Survivor was Lt Col Jack
Medica Jr., 333rd Tac Ftr Wg.
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HQ 3D AEROSPACE RESCUE AND. RECOVERY GROUP

1 APRIL - 30 JUME 1969 (U)

- PREPARED BY
2D LT MARVIN R, TRENCH
UNIT HISTCORIAN
HQ 3D ATROSPACE RESCUE AFD REC OVERY GROUP

CLASSIFIED BY R e
SUBJITCT TO GENERAL DT’CLASSIFICATION
SOMENULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652

ATTOMATICALLY DOWNGRADED AT TWO YEAR
INTERVALS DECLASSIFIED ON DECEMBER ..

a1, 1477

APPROVED BY:

COI‘JIVLM‘H)ER
31 JULY 1969

ATROSPACE RESCUE AD RECOVERY SERVICE wamggg, Ny
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE L Ly




3ARRGP Hist., Apr-Jun 1969 e 69

TALIEY RECEIVES AIR IFORCE CPOSS

A:l:r'man Tirst Class Joel E Talley, 21, Farmland, Ohlo, receives’
congratulations from General Howell M, Estes Ji., Cormander, ' Mill—
tary Airlift Command, after the general presented him the Air Force
Cross. The second hlghest Mr Force military-decoration was pre-- "
sented to Talley for his rescue of a downed F-105 pilot in the jungles
of North Vietnam July 2, 1968, Talley was assigned to 37th Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadron.
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IT WAS THE YOUNG PJ'S £
FIRST RESCUE MISSION
ON LOW BIRD. HE WAS
TRAINED, READY AND
EAGER TO FACE
HIS FIRST REAL TEST.

by A1C DAVE
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA . . .
A1C Joel E. Talley was a newcomer

to the acrospace rescue business on July

, 1968. He wasn’t a rookie in terms of
know-how or ability — he had been
through a year of intensive training, earn-
ing the right to wear the maroon beret of
a pararescue specialist . . . a PJ.

AUTHORIZED ‘BY TITLE 10, SECTION
8742, UNITED STATES CODE . . .

But, he was a newcomer to Vietnam.
Less than a month had passed since he
stepped off the aircraft and into the heat
of his first Southeast Asian afternoon.

AWARDS THE AIR FORCE CROSS . ..
Looking out of the bricfing room win-

dow at the HH-3E, Jolly Green Giant
helicopter warming up on the pad, he
thought about the year before—the year
of training—that had prepared him for
the mission he was about to fly.

“One helluva year,” he silently recalled.

TO AIRMAN JOEL E. TALLEY . ..
It all began in basic training, during

carcer counseling. Talley had been classi-
fied in the mechanics field, but was look-
ing for something special.

FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM . . .

So he was really tuned in that day in
the big, green-walled classroom at Lack-
land when an NCO talked about some
career fields that were open to volunteers.
Onc of them was pararescue, and there

was cven a tcam of threce PJs there to ex-

plain their jobs.

“It sounded fantastic,” Talley explains
now, “so I thought I would try to get into
the field.” A week later, he and 19 other
volunteers began to test. Physical fitness,
mental aptitude and a variety of other
tests were required. Not everyone can cut
it as a PJ.

IN MILITARY OPERATIONS . . .

Five of the volunteers were selected to
begin training. Talley was onc of them.
With a single stripe freshly sewn on their
new, green fatigues, the five airmen pro-
ceeded to the Aerospace Rescue and Re-

covery Service Headquarters, then in’
lando, Fla., for three weeks of. intensiv
physical tralnmg Three = tough week
And that was only the begmmng’
team of seasoned PJs was there to prepar
us for the schools to come,” he: ,.r‘ecall
pauses, then adds, “and they did.”:

AGAINST AN OPPOSING ARMED FORCE.

Jump school at-Ft. Benning, Ga: ,.w
next. “It was rough but really interestin
at the same time,” Talley recalls. “Pl
have a reputation for being gung “ho."%

AS RESCUE SPECIALIST .
From jump:- school, the’ fledglmg par
rescucmen went to Fairchild AFB, Wash

ing and then to Navy Scuba. School. in:
Key West, Fla. “That was the toughesl
of them all,” he explains. “We stayed
there a month and went back to Orla_ndo pe

ON AN HH-3E HELICOPTER
After a ride in the- altltude chamber,

“for our flying status,” it was on to Shep-
pard AFB, Tex., for medical training
“Esscntially,” Talley explains, “we are
parachuting medics -and they really
crammed a lot of medical knowledge mto
us during that school.” o

Completing medical training, they
went on to Eglin AFB, Fla., for transition
training. “This is where we got it allto:
gether,” he recalls, with a qmck laugh
During the Eglin school older, seasoned 2§
pararescue experts teach ‘the neophytes
how each phase of their training will. bc
used to complete a very important mis-
sion—aerospace rescue and recovery.’

IN SOL?THEAST ASIA UN 2 JULY 1968.
During their three months of transition,”.

the new PJs learn effective use of their
unique equipment, advanced ~ surviva
techniques—under many condmons—and
continue physical -training. :

January 18, 1968, Airman Talley
donned the maroon -beret of pararescue
specialist, a full-fledged PJ. After putting
on the trademark he would wear with dis-
tinction during the. next three years, he

AIRMAN




and his fellow PJs returned to Orlando to
pick up their personal gear and await
assignments.

Talley wasn’t surprised at all to get
orders to Da Nang AB, Republic of Vict-
‘nam. He took some’ leave, returned to
Orlando for a familiarization course on
helicopter operations and then headed for
the West Coast and a ride to SEA.

He stepped off the aircraft in carly
June and began duty with the 37th Acro-
space Rescuc and Recovery Sq. A local
checkout and he was ready to go.

ON THAT DATE . ..
A few days less than a month had

passed since his first day in Vietnam.
Today, July 2, 1968, he would have to
put his training to use—in the jungle. It
would be his first rescuc mission on low
bird, the primary rescuc chopper that
would go in for a survivor. Numero uno.
Number one. It wouldn’t be just another
trair exercise where only a grade or
perhaps the scorn of an evaluator counted.
There would be no room for a rookic in
‘the rescue bird today—no room at all,
“and he knew it.

.~ The word had come in the day before.
A Thud jock was down in thc jungle.
Worse yet, it was in North Vietnam, just
nside the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).

- To further complicate the situation, the
.F-105 pilot, Lt. Col. Jack Modica, was
ight in the middle of a hornet’s nest of
North . Victnamese regulars. But instcad
of taking Colonel Modica prisoner, or
killing him, the soldlers had set a death
trap—baited with the downed pilot!

After his F-105 had been blasted with
37mm.?- ground fire, the colonel had
punchc,d out into a small U-shaped valley
and the NV A troops had set up positions
on the ridges and in the dense jungle
E%'v’/hich surrounded the airman. Tt was a
#'common NVA trick, and they awaited
the-rescue forces, with a variety of small
.30 and .50 caliber machineguns,
lmed and ready.

D» "-g the afternoon and early evening
the ~_ Greens and supporting A-1Es—
the Spads—made several attempts to go

in for the colonel. Each time they had
been driven away by walls of small arms
fire and heavy machincguns.

Darkness comes quickly in the jungle,
the red sun blinks and dics with little
warning. And at dark, most of the rescuc
aircraft had to withdraw. But two Jolly
Green Giants stayed, keeping a constant
watch over the coloncl.

Late in the cvening, other rescue
crews began planning for a first-light ef-
fort to pull the pilot out of the trap beforc
it shut . . . permanently.

Jolly Green 21 would scramble before
dawn and rcndezvous with supporting
A-1Es. They would gather below the
DMZ.

Meanwhile, the two choppers that had
stayed the night made another attempt to
rescue the survivor and were again driven
away by enemy fire. One of the A-1Es,
attempting to cover the rescue attempt,
was shot out of the sky.

The morning dawned hot and bright as
the crow of Jolly Green 21 prepared to
make another attempt. Lt Lance. A.
Eagan, an cxchange pilot from the Coast
Guard, Maj. Robert E. Booth, and flight
engincer Sgt. Hervert H. Honer were
ready to go.

So was Airman Talley—his ycar of
pararescue training about to undergo. a
test of lifc or death.

The airmen aboard Jolly Green 21

knew the risks. They knew that the sol-
diers surrounding the colonel had had
time to reinforce their positions and were
stronger than cver. They also knew there
wouldn’t be another chance. It was now
or never.

Jolly Green 21 waited as the Spads
flew in to soften the arca. Raking the sides
of the valley with rocket and machinegun
fire, they tried to silence the formidable
enemy positions.

After they had worked over thc area
for a time, Jolly Green 21 was called. As
the chopper moved into position, 37mm.
antiaircraft artillery began to burst around
it, jarring and rocking the ship.

Diving violently to the left, the pilot
took the bird down on the deck to avoid

A1C Joel Talley rides a hoist to the
floor of South Vietnam’s jungle during
a rescue operation.
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Talley donned the maroon beret of
a pararescue specialist in Janvary
1968 and has worn it with
distinction ever since.
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the exploding triple-A. Close to the trecs
they continucd on their way toward the
rescuc point.

Licutenant Egan, the crew commander,
planned to make a pass over the arca to
sec if they would draw ground fire and
possibly to spot the coloncl, pass over the
arca again and then repeat the maneuver.
On the final pass, the jungle penetrator
hoist would be lowered from the chopper
and the survivor would strap himself on
and be pulled to safety. They hoped!

It was considered too risky to lower a
rescucman with the penctrator because of
the concentration of cnemy troops sur-
rounding the arca. Much too risky.

But Airman Talley was willing to take
the risk. Again and again he voluntcered
to ride the penctrator down into the jun-
gle trap.

On Jolly Green 21s first pass, Talley
and Sergeant Honer spotted the smoke
from a survival flare filtering through the

-dense growth of trees. It was then that

Licutcnant Egan made a decision.

There had been no ground fire on the
first pass—maybe, just maybe, the A-1Es
had really cleaned up the area and the
North Vietnamese soldiers had pulled out.
It was a chance. And since they also had
spotted the survivor’s smoke, they knew
where he was—or at least pretty close.

They also knew that the Spads had hit
only the ridges surrounding the survivor,
but not close in. The ground could still
be crawling with the encmy—cven if they
had left their position on the hill—just
waiting for the rescuc specialist to be low-
ercd into their sights. Talley agreed to go
in for the colonel and Licutenant Egan
decided to attempt rescue on the first pass.

Talley checked his equipment, adjusted
the harness and started down on the jun-
gle penetrator. Down—70, 60, 50, 40,
30 fect above the ground in the cover of
the trecs and heavy foliage.

Before leaving the hclicopter, Talley
had oriented himself to the survivor's sus-
pected position in rclation to that of the
hovering chopper. But on the way down,
the penetrator began to spin around and
around. When he rcached the ground he

had lost the positions he had set for hifn
self- and had to call back to Jolly Green
2] for a bearing. The flight engineer
pointed toward the direction where they
had hoped the survivor was located.

Pistol in hand, Talley began his search. :
He crouched low and began inching his:.
way through the heavy underbrush.

Dense jungle had turned the terrain into™+
a dim background of shadows. Talley
searched on, looking for both the enemy
—who may have been lurking in the dark-
encd corners—or the colonel who was so
close to rescuc.

Hovering above, Jolly Green 21 had
still not taken any ground fire. Was the
enemy waiting? Were they about to spring
the trap? e

After a few minutes of searching and
following the smoke of a flare, Talley lost.
radio contact with the colonel. He then.
slowed his pace and continued moving:
slowly through the underbrush, looking,
watching, concentrating on finding another
point of reference. : '

Then he spotted the. glow of a night
flare Colonel Modica had ignited. He
quickened his pace toward the spot where
the flare burned. He could only catch
quick glimpses of the sizzling signal
through the deep green growths. But at
Jeast he was going in the right direction.

The problem now was to keep a bearing
on the flare and locate the colonel. Easy
enough? But the night flare would only
burn a short time and then the jungle
would quickly darken and close. Time was
critical.

He continued moving through the un-
derbrush, across a gully and toward a
large tree.

Then he spotted him, lying on the side
of a small hill. R

Talley rushed to his side, checked him
for wounds and began directing the heli-
copter toward the spot where they waited.
Because of the pilot’s injury—a broken
pelvis—Talley decided it would be too
much of a strain on the colonel to carry.
him to the penetrator, so he signaled the
chopper to come in closer. g

The dense canopy of trees made it im-

AIRMAN -8
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.possible for the crew of the rescue bird
to see Talley and the survivor, but from
“the ground the chopper was visible. Using
- Talley’s radio directions, the pilot moved
the bird into a good pickup position and
dropped the penetrator about 30 or 40
.feet from the men.

-Still the jungle was silent. No small
arms fire crackled from the green.

Talley carried the colonel to the pene-
. trator, strapped him on and gave a signal
‘to the chopper to pull them on board.
But the injured man slipped from the
hoist before they started up.

Again strapping him into the harncss,
‘Talley radioed that they were ready to go.
“Take us.up,” he called. '
‘Almost before the electronically ampli-
- fied .words could reach the chopper, en-
_emy fire erupted from thc jungle. The
enemy had monitored the rescue radios
~and - the signal to “take us up,” brought
an instant response.

“A]l hell was breaking loose around
“w Calley recalls.
.. Deadly accurate fire came from every
" angle as the crew began a desperate effort
" to pull Talley and the survivor on board
. the ship. One round, fired from a position
" on the side of the valley pierced the wind-
: shield of the chopper and passed betwcen
~the two pilots.

.~ Knowing that the most vulnerable time
during a rescue operation was when the
penetrator began its upward journey, the
2 enemy had waited. When the survivor and
P the pararescueman were dangling in space,
they opened fire on the bird.
From the jungle floor and the sides of
the valley, the shots crackled.
% " Before the chopper could climb to safe-
%'ty, the men dangling below had to clear
%-the tops of the trees. If not, the branches
and:limbs would tear them from the hoist
‘and drop them into enemy hands.
‘They rose 10, 20, 30 feet. Ground firc
continued to erupt from the jungle.
orty, 50 feet. The hoist cleared the
tfees and the chopper raced to safety.
alley and Modica still dangled below.
Slety the men were pulled into Jolly
G. 21

On board, Talley and the flight engi-
neer administe:red first aid to the pilot
and made him us comfortable as possible
as they sped to a ncarby hospital.

After landing on the medical evacua-
tion pad outside the hospital and secing
that the colonei was on his way to emer-
gency trcatmer:t, the crew checked over
the damage doue to their helicopter.

Morc than G0 rounds had pierced her
skin, four of the main rotor blades had
been hit and nice holes had been punched
in the fuel tanks.

On the way home, the flight engineer
asked Talley 10 look to the rear of the
chopper. “Suniight beamed through the
dozens of holes the ground fire had made
in the aircraft,” he explains. “It was amaz-
ing nonc of us was hurt or that the bird
could still fly.”

“You know,” Talley recalls now, “you
don’t think about what is happening when
it is all happening. You just do what you
are trained to do and that is that.”

Throughout the flight of Jolly Green 21
on that day in July, Talley explains, he
didn’t think any of the crewmembers
really thought ubout the dangers involved.
“We were all fully aware of what had to
be faced, but we just thought about the
best ways of getting the job done.

“Even when I was on the ground, I
was concentreting only on finding the
man. Everything else was secondary.”

Talley had spent 17 minutes searching
the jungle floor for the survivor—a very,
very long time when surrounded by the
jaws of a well-laid death trap.

Now a Staff Sergeant, Talley is work-
ing for the 57th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Sq., Lajes Ficld, Azores. Be-
fore leaving Scutheast Asia, he flew a
total of 276 combat sorties and logged
294 combat hours. But even if Talley
were to fly a million hours, he probably
won’t forget his first life and death test.

Through his exiraordinary heroism, su-
perb airmanship and aggressiveness, Air-
man Talley reflected the highest credit
upon himself and the United States Air
Force. O
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2 Jul
to the 37 ARR Squadrnn,
combat mission distingu
Dong Ha, MNorth Vietnam.
surrounded by senemy forces Who established a

positions) for the rescue forces.

hattle damage to an H-3,
forced to withdraw.

Finally, an KE-3 penetratecd
the enemy defensas, and
Alrman Talley descended and
located the {njured pilot.
vhile Alrman Talley and the
curvivor were being holist-~
ed, enemy fir¢e raked the

helicopter, leaving more
than §0 hits. The aircraft
immediately erited the

area, dragdging the two mep
through the treexz on  the

hoist below, Both were
successfully recovered,
Afrman Talley was later
awarded the Alr Force
Croseg.

Genaral Howe l 1 M. Eptea,

Jr., pressnts the Air Force
Cross to Airman Firet Clasa
Joel E. Talley.

& pararescueman assign
Da Nang AB, Republic nf North Vietnam, on his fir
{shed himself during a dangerous rescue mission hne

1968 ~— Airman Farst Class Joel E.

injured and quick
{antiaircraft g
July regulted

A downred F-105 pilot
*flak trap®
Pescuc attempts
on 2 July another H-3 was heavily damaqed and
hot down by gqround f£ire attempting to

Another F-105 wan 6
soften a route for the rescue helicopters to retrieve the pilot,
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‘(S) A1C Charles D, King, USAT, from Deb 1, hOARRSq at Nalchon

thanom, was reported Missing in Action (MIA) after 2L December 1968

(s)(@P-L) Several positive actions resculting from the SAR Training

(1) 7th Air Torce Life Support has included an add-on to SEAOR

| (Survivor's Protective TFace lMaslk) for protective face mask designed

ecifically for Rescue aircrew members. In addition, ASD advises
godyear Aerospace Company have been combracted o develop a survivor

ov away mask., OT & E in SEA is scheduled for June 1969.

(2) 7Tth Adr Force Plans and Requirements have requested impact
~for the (BU-19 and CBU-30 o reduce the danger of ground fire
‘delivery 6f the riot control agent by RESCORT aircraft.

(3) CBU~19's are now stockpiled at the RESCORT launch bases,

U) Arrival of Pergonnel

Major Joe B. Green replaced Major Robert A, Bunker as Chief

ee Supporting Document 1 for mission norrative.

112
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o 29 becomber 1968 -

- Maston Sarvettve Taport (30R-6¥9, 225 Dos 68) (W |

" Dot 140 ©
* 3pd AREGP (JGARC)
I Smy

1, (U) This report is sulmitted Lai ARKEM 55-2/%rd AXRGP Gup 1,
. dated 11 July 1963, . . R

2. {B) 0m 24 becember 1962, Jally Green 17 was flying sirborno orbit’
in the vicinity of chammul &5 when slerted bty *Shoestring” for a . .
- possible S5 misslon, Jally Greem 17 proeceeded to the border of laos |
" sagt of Chanvel 99 axd commenced elizb neior to eroesing. At 1610L ‘
- Compress cleared Jolly Grean L7 to proceed to holding arus approxinat
103°/60/89, - Jelly Gresu 17 wae joined by Jally Green 15 at the orhdt
position aml Jandies 9 and 10 were {lying cover, The wealber in the
entire arva was cleav. Savdiec 1 and 2 and a Hadl FAC were :
: for the survivor of Panda Ol at 102°/68/89 without suscess, 4 chute
G was gpottad a9t the approxdaate ocation where the survivor went dowa
. - but 1% was thought to de Crom sone other source beomuse the survivor had
’ beeni ‘sean to disappenr into the tress in a differant plave, s po
canbact was made with the murviver, the asi forces wore rotuyrned to bape
&t 1735L, lunding st 1830L, 4 first light effort was Planned for the
fallowing morning and gt 0515L, Jolly Green 17 (low) and 09 (high),
departed Channel 89 fur the same holding point, The halding aren was
reached at 0555L with Sandies 3 and 4 escorting the helicopters. sandies
1 and 2 and a fall Vil were caniucting the sesrch, 6411, no radio
contact vAth Prnds 01 andl ot ap. codnntely 0650L, the decipim to send
Jolly Green 17 in for a lock at the ehute wes weds %o doternine from the
alr whother unyono was in the haruesn, Bafore axny sction could ba
started, Sendy 2 devoloped trouble with ene of his wing ports comdng
opan ceusing hino to have to HIB to Chamnnel 89, Us was escorted by Sandy
1. It wves deaided to walt until Sndles 7 and 8 arrived to replace 1
and 2, Sandise 7 and 8 arrived om sceme and took over for 3 and 4 who
went to the sowne with Sexdy 1, toc bo shown the loestion of the ohute.
Bverything was eet and Jelly Coeen L7 and 09 moved from the h
and crossed route 911 to high keret NE of tho scono,
dropped tips and covmencad deossent
st tree top level, Sendies and the Nl FAC trt
17 to the clarte but could not do 80 6 they had
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Lo aodistance of sbout 30 feet tirough the underbrush and under a large

© ropowd vehicle hit., The bullsts were .0 caliber probebly fived from

out wves initiatod one of the dendios spotted the chute egein ond wes

able t0 voctor Jolly Greenh 17 to tha location, &t approximately 0825L
Jally feoon 17 came to a hovar over the chute., The Flight inglneer and
Puraresoue Spoclullst roported secing o man hanging in the barness, inert
and hedmotieas, There had boom no ground £irw or aighting of amy
personuel by amy of the Sl forces up to this time, The Paraercscue
‘eennician, AlG Charles D, Ming, volunteered to descend on the pemetrator
to resover the pilot, /s thne hoist started down the chute was dislodged
by rotor blast and fell to the jungle floor. Jolly Ureen 17 wns hovering
in the treo tops aprruwdmataly 125 fest above ground, The aren of hower
wud covered by a double jungle emnopy with a dense jungle under-growth
oliowdng only oocaglconal glimpses of the ground. The flight Sngineer,
Tacunical Sergeant Jorome H. Casey, stated that after Adrmen king wma
lowered %o the ground, he esked lor wore slack and dragmed the panstrator

llen tree or largs Wrunceh to the inert pilot. be raleased the cimte
el ablached the man Yo the penetrutor. Then called for up hoist and wg
eodng e hodot bto drng the nan over to the arva bensath the helieoplenr,
dille he still had about L0 fert to go, mntowmabic weapons fire hoke out
and sdman fdog was hsard Lo call out "It hit, I's hit, 2uldl ugp, Pull up®,
Ab the same time Jolly Urwen 17 gtarted toking bits in the fopweed paxt
of the oain cabln srea frow directly boneath the helicepter, The pilot
Lgnediately initisted a climb ocut of the hovew. ihe pevetrstor anngy
and snupoed tan calllo a™er mdling the holat louss from its mounts.
Jolly dreet 17 cliubwed to sltitwie and rotumned to bese. slrmen ing woa
left on the grouvi, Hdis candition 15 wnimown as no furthsr corban’ was
wadde with hie fhowg the ol foree resained in the area wrtil L0XNL,  The
above acticons took place notwemn Q2054 and 02200, The wosther during the
entire sdeslon was clear, vielbility unrestricted with lignt wince.
Jally Green 1% and 16 were disputohed at 0805L as back~up and arcived in
the holding area at aprroriaately 0845L. The econdition of the pilot in ,
the chute s never dotwrmined due to the attuck on Almmon King and Jolly .
reen 17, lo surviving crew member of Jully (roen 17 ever saw the enery
permommal dolny tbe firdng.  simemn sdng's warndng to pdl) up, undeubtedly
kept Jolly (roen 17 from heing shot down. The notion scene was near the
Jumcticn of route G1. and 92, the major North Vivtnamess infiltration
route to South Vietnwe. ' Hescurt, Crown and Hall 40 support wes owcellstt.
dadic discipline wes goo0 thsoughout the misson, The oneuy apondently had
the oiute lovated aud carefully withbeld firing watil tas halicopter was in
its moat wulnerable posdtion. the pilot im the paweohute never did give
any signs of 1ife, Tho armor platlng in the floor wnder tos copdlot
definitely saved oin froa s serious wound, Jally ureen L7 was the anly

Ake47 type wospans, Throe illets penotrated the fromt fuel tanks, cae
‘under the copilot's seat ond three {n the spsce betwesn the fual tank,
Kectronie search for Joliy Green 17 pararesous spocialist wns nalntained
2 days. The day, 26 Uecgmbexr 1908, aeveral beaper signsls were :
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picked up from near the ares. The
andmeodedto%hohndmﬂwo
The Sad force was retwrnoed 4o bage

mmmmmtmmmmmmommm%m
mcm,we.dam.i.mmmmdﬂe»hum ot 16201.

-~ 3 (W) ‘i’mmm memmmimm
4 (U) Jnuyﬂmmﬁzmmbnmm-m

. Gapt Riehard Harwood
Lagt toger (Abaon
Tigrt et Kruses
Sgt  Clinten Caffall

zti “EQQII'H‘Q@K ]';ma - Ad gyt

7 Col vlmmm Ceraeron
Capt  Rebert ileron
T3t Jerwm Cssov
ALG Charles King

23_Regrebex 1962 - Brckeup
- JULLY i

MaJor Thomes dedntwrdt
Major Dale Jmedon

Mgt  lea Manles

- BECLASSiEED

54R romm wvare dispstohed at 1416L

On arrivel all bmmr wgnals ccased,

at 16055 with 2 SendMes soednding in
Wah me

Hou

By Capt  James C&i‘m'r ‘

Fi Togt  Jerame Casey

i Al bmrlw

xoer Gaxt, l%mgw‘ Q&. uwn

i T8gt Artmr i |

H B Qli_n‘ton La.f“"all S
FULLY_ SRS 18 (k)

Y, Gyt Jomes (liver

HESS i Gol Johm Morme

i Sgb  Benaxy Murnett

H AC leland Sorencen

RC Capt  Jamss Udives
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[ Nov - Retrieval of Raven 30 by Jolly Green 17.

2

B! Nov - Colonel Burleson, Vice Commander 3rd Group and Lt Col
B Gamble, JSARC arrived for visit.

Dec —"Res;ue of Tampa "A" and ugn by Jolly Green 17 (326 -
:327). .

B¢ - Rescue of Dallas 03 by Jolly Green 36 (328).
Dec - Rescue of Ridge "A" by Jolly Green 15 (329).
3:Dec - Rescue of Candlestick Ll by Jolly Green 16 (330).

ec --Rescue.of Milestone 407, First light effort for detachment,
with Jolly Greens cycling two pairs of Jolly Greens,
‘Pickup:finally made by 37th ARRSQ, ILate afternoon

‘scramble for Litter 81.
'ﬁDeci: Rescue of Litter 81 by Jolly Green 36 (331),

§Dec - Mediééi évaéuatidn from Sakhon Nakhon +o Korat by Jolly
.. -Green 16, “Non-combat, non-aircrew save.

Dec '~ Scramble for Panda Lead. Search called off because of
: darkness,

i T .
ec - AIC Charles King, PJ on Jolly Green 17, MIA during

i continuation of Panda mission.

v~ NMedical evacuation from Ram Chit Chi to Korat by Jolly
Green 16, Non-combat, non-aircrew save,

ec::m(S) Jolly Green 16 made an ‘emergency landing at abandoned
«ioe:Lima Site 80,

Dec - Jolly Green 16 repaired and retrieved,
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1,'40 ARRS-69/1

Operations and Training

QEerations

bdic*civic action flights to the Tha Rae mission and to Amphoe
heng continved,
.ﬂméﬁmeﬁimchéyﬁonﬂihued £0 maintain fifteen minute ground

t'Nakhon Phanom, The Fortieth ARRSq from Udorn RTAFB

tﬁé‘nofﬁhkagbiﬁfﬁisSibﬁ.'”By the end of September the HH-

rom the Fortieth were orbiting north two out of three

piand Detachment One was orbiting north every third day. In

ed‘aé'Béék-ub“eaéh day. The back-up crews often flew

rainihg'bf.éuppbrt missions and assumed ground alert at
the pfiméfyhcreﬁs were scrambled., The morning briefing
“to 0530 to coincide with the Sandy (Al Rescort)

These ‘are comprehensive briefings of the rapidly

g order of battle in the Barrel Roll, Steel Tiger and
ound aréas., Briefing the two organizations at the same

an important factor in the successful Sandy/Jblly'Green

T or SR T
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1968 through 1974 -~ Sergeant Gene Nardi, a pararescueman, suorvived wit
a scratch, five tours, for a total of 58 months in Southeast Asia, He
pPleted four aontinuous tours at Da Rang AB, Republic of South Vvietnam, !
one tour at Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai AB, Thailand. He pexsohally recorded 55
lives gaved during combat missions, earning him a Silver Star, 10 Disgtin-
guished Flying Crosses, 30 Air Medals, and the Vietnamece Gallantry Medal
~— with a star. As of this writing, Senicr Master Sergeant Nardi is the Super-
intendent of the 55 ARR Squadron Pararescue Team at Eqlin APR, Florida.

Decembexr 1968 -~ Sergeant Steve M, Northern, a pararescueman, completed 30
months 1n Southeast Asia and personally recorded a total of 51 combat saver.
He also received two Silver Stars and
numerous Ailr Medals during his tours in
Southeast Asia. Later in 1970, Serqgeant
Rorthern was killed in an industflal =~
accident in Los Angeles.

Sergaant Steve M, Northern.

24 and 25 December 1968 - HH-3 aircrews from Detachment 1, 40th
: Squadron, were engaged in a mission involving the rescue of a downed pilo
’ Laos. On 24 December a parachute was spotted. On 25 Decembar a rascue
force lowered pararescneman Airman First Class Charles D. King, who 1loc
~ the downed pilot and secured him to the hoist. Enemy automatic weapon fire
impacted the HH~3 and Afrman King under the helicopter. Airman King trans-
mitted the message, "I'm hit, I'm hit. Pull up. Pull up."™ The helicopter

PO
Sabeda;

17
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Chief Master Sergeant Charles D. King.

responded, snapping off the holsr cable.
Airman King was declared missing in
action (MIA) and was later promoted to
chief master serdgeant until 5 December

1978, when he was declared killed _in
action (KIA). [ ]
January 1969 -- HH-53 c¢rews from the 40th ARR Squadron at Udorn Rovyal Thai

AB scrambled to get airborne for a combat rescue mission to pick up a figher
pilot shot down the previous night over North Vietnam. Pararescudfan
Sergeant Tom Pope was the tail-gunner during the run~in for extractin.
®Whilaea airbuxsts from antiaircraft weapons encircled them, the men of he
Jolly Green, covered by a protective "daisy ¢chain® of A-1lF “Sandy"™ fightefs,
came onto the =scene. The Jolly Green settled into a hover-and made ghe
pickup in less than five minutesr, Enemy tracer fire from the left begandto
draw in closer. As the HH-53 pulled away from the battle scene. the enemy
gunners found their mark and scored a direct hit on Sergeant Pope's position.
Although seriously damaged, the BRH-53 managed to remain ajirborne. The para-
rescueman manning the left window gun saw Serceant Pope dangling below the
- tail of the helicopter by his gqunner’s belt where the ramp used to be. He
quickly pulled the uncon-
ecious Sergeant Pope into the
helicopter and surveyed the
damage. ‘Sergeant Pope was
bleeding profuselv from where
his left leg used to be and
was in serious condition.

The rapid action and
treatment by the other para-
rescueman prevented Sergeant
Pope from becoming an even
more grim statistic. Several
weekg later, hefore leaving
on a Military Airlift Command
Cc-141 medical evacuation
flight, Sergeant Pape,

Last [iight for Sergeant Tonm
Pope (center], who lost his
left leg from enemy gunfire
on an Fi-53 he was [flying
gunner for in January 19639.
Frem ieft to riaght:
Lieutenant Colonel Rataliff,
Sergcunt Fope, and Sergeant
D.C. Jokneon.
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Det 11, 38th ARRSQ, Hist., Jan-Mar 1969 . . 11-8

11-38-008-12 T'eb 69 - the detachment operations was notified by the
39th ARRSQ operations officer that an aircraft had crashed approximately
35 miles west/northwest of Tuy Hoa AB. The type of aircraft was unkﬂown.
Pedro 24 launched immediately and arrived in the approximate area 20
minutes later, While enroute radio communications had.been established
with Crown 6, an HC-130 aircraft orbiting the area. As Pedro 24 arrived
at the scene, the downed aircraft was sighted by an 0-2 aircraft. Pedro
2/ received vectors from the pilot of the O—é aircraft and hovered over
the wreckage. The downed aircraft was a UsSe Army O-l., Both crewmembers
were trapped inside the fuselage. The pararescueman from Pedro 24 was . ‘i
deployed to free the trapped crewmembers., e discovered that one of
the ‘men was deceased., The survivor and the deceased were hosited aboard f
the helicopter using the semi-rigid litter. The pararescueman was then .
hoisted aboard and Pedro 24 flew to Phu Hiep AAF. One combat save,
Sorties and flying time: 2/1.9

Crewmembers were:

. RCC Capt William F. Austin

RCCP Maj Morgan A. Downing
FE SSgt Leroy W. King
Py A1C Tan:T, Burr

11-38-009-18 Feb 69 - the detachment was notified at 1630 that a
U.S. Army UH-1 helicopter had crashed approximately 25 miles southwest
of Tuy Hoa AB and that five people were trapped inside. Pedro 05

launched immediately however, Pedro 24 was awaiting a functional check

flight and was.not released for the mission until 1800, Pedro 05, upon
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Det 11, 38th ARRSQ, Hist., Jan-Mar 1969 11-9 .
arrival at the scene, lowered the pararescueman and a firefighter from
a 100 foot hover. The area was hostile and sporatic groundfire was
received. U.S. Army helicopter gunships provided suppressive fire.
.Three of the trapped survivors were freed immediately and were hoisted
aboard by Pedro 05. Because of their serious condition they were
transferred to a U.S. Army UH-1 helicopter which had landed in a clear-
ing approximately 5 miles from the crash site. In the meantime, one
survivor and one deceased were picked up by an Army helicopter. Pedro
05 returned to the crash scene but wds unable to pick up any more
people because of a low fuel state. The helicopter returned to Tuy Hoa.
In the interim, Pedro 2/ was enroute and arrived at the scene shortly
before dark. Cne crewmember, the firefighter from Pedro 05, was picked
up but the pararescueman, Sgt. Michael E. Fish, could nof be picked up
because of insufficient power. The pararescueman spent the night bn

the ground. He administered first aid to the man still trapped inside
the downed helicopter and was credited with personally saving the man's
life. Pedro 24 and 05 launched at 0620 on the 19th and flew directly

to the scene using vectors from Tuy Hoa Approach Control. Pedro 05
hovered over the crash shortly after U.S. Army helicopter gunships
arrived on the scene. Once again sporatic small arms fire was received.
Pedro 05 lowered a flight engineer and a firefighter equipped with
additional crash access equipment. They freed the last trapped sur-
vivor in 15 minutes and Pedro 05 hoisted the injured man aboard plus
the two crewmembers and one U.5. Army grqund team member. They departed

the scene. Pédro 2/ which hed departed the area to refuel, was enroute

back to the scene. In the interim, a U.S. Army UH-1 helicopter picked
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up the detachment pararescueman and one deceased U.S. Army ground -

team member. Then they departed the scene and Pedro 24 moved over

the site %o pick up the final two ground team members., The mission:

was closed at 0930, 19 Feb, when Pedro 24 delivered the last two

survivors to Phu Hiep AAF, 7 combat saves, Sorties and flying time:

13/11.3

Crewmembers wvere: 138 Feb 69
Pedro 05

Mission #1

RCC Capt Laniel a4, Nicholson
RCCP Capt Charles T. Wohlnick
RS  SSgt Worman F. Reeves

PJ Sgt Richard E. Evans

PJ Sgt Michael £, Fish
Pedro 24

RCC Capt Henry P. Togg

RCCP Méjor Edgar R. Whitney
FE Ssgt Ieroy W. King

B SSgt Robert A. Meallister
19 Feb 69 |

Pedro 05

Mission #1

RCC Capt Daniel A. Nicholson
RCCP Maj Rdgar R. Whitney
FE TSgt Thomas B. Margagliano
FE SSgt Leroy W. King

ES  SSgt Robert A, MciAllister

Mission #2
RCC Capt Daniel A. Nicholson
RGCP Capt Charles T. Wohlnick

PJ Sgt Richard E, Evans

Mission #2

RCC Capt Daniel A, Nicholson
RCCP Maj Edgar R. Whitney

FE TSgt Thomas B. Margagliano

R Sgt Michael E. Fish
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37 ARRSq History, Oct-Dec 1969 14
Survivor and the Rescue Specialist were taken to the hospital
after Jolly Green 42 returncd to Dallang AB. ’(Supp;;ting Docu~
ment #2, pi2.)

2/, October-Jolly Grecn 28 and O4 were scrambled from a forward
operating base at Channel 103. The SAR effort was initiated in
response to a Mayday call from Misty 11, who declared he had |
experienced an engine’flameout and that ihe two crew members
aboard were bailing out. Jolly Green 28 deployed his Rescue
Specialist and was bringing the front seater up the hoist with

the Rescue Specialist when heavy ground fire was taken. The

"hoist was shot off and Jolly Green 28 had to pull off. WUhile

departing the area it was determined that battle damage wés
severe enough, that the aircraft was emergency landed. Jolly
Green 04 picked up the crew members from Jolly Green 28. After
numerous efforts, Jolly Green 15 picked up the Rescue Specialist
and the front seater. Jolly Green 19 picked up the backseater.
(Supporting Document #3, §95:)

15 November-Jo}ly Greens 31 and 42 were launched on a night
rescue mission. The pilot of an aircraft, with the call sign of
Charger 413, had bailed out feet wet. Numerous flares were
dropped to illuminate the area and then Jolly Green 42 made an
approach. He landed on the water near the survivor, but the sur-
vivor's raft was being blown away. #As the aircraft was being
hover texied, engine prollems developed. Jolly Green 42 had to
leave the area and after several attempts, Jolly Green 31 picked

up the survivor. Jolly Green 31 then flew to Channel 69 and




SUPPORTING DOCUMENT #3 45

£

At

MISSION NARRATIVE 1-3-79 24 Oct 69

(S). At 01202 Jolly Green (JG) 28 and JG 04 were scrambled from the
forward operating base of Quang Tri, Channel 103. The SAR effort
was initiated in response to a Mayday call from Misty 11, who de-
clared he had experience an engine flameout and that the two crew
members aboard were bailing out. King 4 vectored ‘the Jolly Greens
to a rendezvous with Spads 11 and 12 at 070 degrees for 68 miles
from Channel 72. Meanwhile, the on scene commander, Nail 07 was
relaying information from the area of interest. It was acertained,
Nail O7 hed established radio contact with both survivors and that
Misty 11A had sustained a broken leg while Misty 11B was uninjured.
At 02407 JG 28 and JG 04 arrived at the position of 055 degrees for -
35 miles from Channel 72 along with the Spad aircraft. At this time
Spad 11 assumed on scene command and both Spad 11 and 12 began ”
trolling the survivor's position at approximately 055 degrees for

23 miles from Channel 72 for hostile forces. The Jollys were '
briefed by Spad 1l and after repeated passes during which no hostile
fire was received, Spad 11 layed smoke to the northwest of the
survivors' position along a road. At 0305% JG 28 was cleared in for
the rescue attempt with the Spads escorting and JG 04 acting as high
aircraft. JG 28 arrived over, Misty 11A at 0315Z. The Rescue
Specialist (RS) wes deployed and immediately secured the survivor

to the forest penetrator. Within less than one minute both men
were. being hoisted aboard JG 28. When the forest penetrator was
approximately 10 to 15 feet off the ground JG 28 was subjected to
intense hostile fire. The hoist assembly was shot from its
mounting, falling into the main cargo door, striking the Flight
Engineer (FE) who had been operating the hoist from the open
doorwey, knocking him across the aircraft. He immediately
recovered, ascertained the hoist was inoperative and sheared the
hoist, thus providing the RS and survivor a chance of survival

in case JG 28 had crashed in the immediate area. The F& called

for a pull off and JG 28 commenced a departure from the area

at which time the transmission oil pressure fluctuated and the
dropped to zero. JG 04 observed JG 28 to be smoking and spraying
fluid from the transmission area and advised JG 28 to land his
aircraft. As there were no suiteble landing areas JG 28 attempted
to exit the area, after flying approximately one and one half

miles, a marshy area overgrown with elephant grass was sighted and
used as an emergency landing area. Meanwhile, JG 04, jettisoned

his external tanks, performed a rapid descent and pulled into

a very low hover as near as possible to JG 28. The three remaining
crew members of JG 28 were uninjured and exited the downed aircraft
expeditiously. Approximately 03202, JG 0/ completed individual
hoisting of the three survivors and initiated a maximum performance
climb to depart the immediate area. At this time JG 04 requested
and was denied permission to attempt the recovery of the other

three survivors, now on the ground. JG 04 was directed to return to
Channel 77 and enroute at 03557 was met by JG 15 and 21 who then
T GROUP 4
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. escorted JG 04 the remaining distance, arriving Channel 77 at 0420Z. o
"t 04457, JG 15 and 21 were again launched from. Channel 77 and pro- )
—<2eded to an orbit point, of 045 degrees for 60 miles from Channel
72. In the interim, JG 76 from Channel 89 attempted three times to
recover Misty 114 and JG 28D, the Rescue Specialist. Bach time hos-
tile fire forced JG 76 to withdraw, the last time at 0615Z with
extensive damage. At 0624%Z, JG 15 and 21 departed their orbit for
the area of interest arriving at 0630Z. While enroute to the scene
JG 15 and 21 were given a comprehensive briefing of the situation
by the on scene aircraft., At approximately 17052, JG 21 departed
the immediate area to effect rendezvous and air refueling with King
3, reburning at 0735Z. At this time JG 15 was cleared by Sandy 03
to attempt the rescue and immediately commenced an approach to the
survivors. The approach was aborted due to the approach angle and
heavy ground fire. Immediately, another attempt was initiated and
at 07372, JG 15 had established a hover over the survivors. By
07382, Misty 114 and JG 28D had been hoisted aboard JG 15. During
the hoisting operation sporadic ground fire was received. A4s JG 15
started to exit the area, heavy automatic weapons fire raked JG 15.
At 0742Z, JG 15 commenced an approach to Misty 11B, however, again
heavy automatic weapons fire was received and the attempt aborted.
Iumediately, a second approach was attempted but, discontinued due
to poor visibility caused by heavy smoke in the area. A third
effort was made and while hover taxiing in an attempt to locate
Misty 11B, intense automatic weapons fire raked JG 15 rendering the
hoist control and intercom system for the FE and RS inoperative. ,
T 15 immediately departed the area, notified Sandy 03 that he would I~y
~ve unable to remain in the area and commenced rendezvous for air :
refueling with fing 3 after which he returned to Channel 77 at
0935Z. Meanwhile, JG 21 received moderate automatic weapons fire.
The rescue effort was next delayed by rain showers in the area and
while orbiting, waiting for the visibility to improve, an inspec-
tion platform on the transmission deck of JG 21 came open, necessi-
tating an immediate departure from the area at 0810Z, JG 21 landed
safely at Lima 171 where King 3 delivered oil by air drop. After
securing the ingpection platform, reservicing the oil and a thorough
inspection, it was decided to relocate at Channel &9, which was
completed at 1200Z. Meanwhile JG 19 and 09 from Channel 89
proceeded to the area and at 0911Z JG 19 recovered Misty 11B and
took him to Channel 89.

(U) Survivors:

Recovered by JG Q4%

Maj Charles W. Bond JG 28B 37 ARRS
.. Capt Charles D. Lengham JG 28A 37 ARRS
- SSgt James E. Smith JG 28C 37 ARRS

':Récoﬁered by JG 15:
. '1/Lt Alvin D, Maller Misty 114 416 TFS
~ TSgt Donald G. Smith JG 28D 37 ARRS
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Recovered by JG 19: 47
Capt J. K. Clapper Misty 11B 16 TFS -

(U) Jolly Green Crews:

JOLLY GREEN 28 JOLLY GREEN 04

AC  Capt Charles D, Langham AC Lt Richard V. Butchka (USCG)
CP - Maj Charles W. Bond CP  Capt John K. Coder

FE SSgt James E, Smith 'L Sgt Joseph Vai

RS TSgt Donald G. Smith RS  AlC George P. Hoffman III
JOLLY GREEN 15 - JOLLY GRIEN 21

AC  Lt(JG) Robert Ritchie(USCG) AC  Capt Robert W. Packer
'CP Lt Col Sidney A. Sosnow CP Capt Gerald L. Keyser Jr.

FE TSgt Frank Gaydos Jr. FL  5gt Harvey A. Lyons
RS SSgt Jon K. Hoberg RS Sgt John H, Bullock Jr.
RS  Sgt Edward K. Rendle RS A1C George P. Hoffman III

0L ¥YA-NYC




bled from Quang Tri, South Vietnam, Lo rescue twg downed F~100 crewﬁaﬁ”in
Laos. One of the HH-38 arrived on scene and Jlowered Technical Sergeant
Dongld G. Smith to the ground. Bmemy fire eruplald, TL was> evidenl Lhal

Teohnical Sergeant Donald G. Smith (left), Brigadier Genaral
Frgnk K, Everest, Jr. (aenter), and General Jacek J. Calton
(right) pose after awards presentation eeremany.

enemy forces had used the downed F-100 crewmen as hait for a "flak trap."
Sergeant Smith found one of the survivors and secured him Lo the hoigt, but
enemy fire made the hoisgt inoperative. The flight engineer was forced to cut
the cable, Sergeant Smith and his survivor fell back inte¢ the <ungle. The
tirat H-3 was forced down, but i{ts crew was rescued by another ARRS HHE-23
helicopter. Enemy opposition continued throughout the day. Despite his own
injurfes, Sergeant Smith cared for "the survivors, directed air assaults
against enemy positions, and repelled enemy probes. After foux more attempts
by an HH-53 from the 37th ARR Squadron, Sergesnt Smith and one survivor were
successfully rescued. The other survivor was saved by another HH-3 from the
37th. Sergeant sSmith was later awarded the Air Force Crorss for his display
-of ¢ourage and gallantry under direct fire by forces superior irn number.
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. DAYE TIME GROUP: 0482002

FROM: 7AF TAN SON HNUT
TO: 40 ARRSQ

UVCLAS/»C
FOR CAPTAIN STOVALL AND CREW

. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM SECRETARY OF YHE

AIR FORCE IS RETRANSMITTED: QUCTE

* FOR GENERAL VOGT FROM SECRETARY SEAVAN .
i PLEASE CONVEY 3 IERSCGNAL GONGRATUTAT IUl\u TO THE SEARCH AND RESCUZ
: FORCE, AND ESPECYALLY TO CAPTAIY DAL STOVALL :ND HIC VBT THOTER

ma—vet mand - atat

CRiW, FOR THEIR SUCCESSFUL RESCUE OF CAPTAIN RCGER LOCHER NEAR YEN

SAY, NVN, SUCH ACTIONS EXEMPLIFY THE HICHEST TRADITIONS OF THE USAF

: UN”UO"’“ OHCE AGALN, ACCEPT MY PERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU.

B R sl 2

T W vocr, GmL:tAu,_USAI‘
i BT
i 9822

LAY . R X N




DATE TIME GROUP:. 0318007 Jun 72

FRCOM: CINCPACAF

TO: 13AF/CC
40 ARRSQ

UNCLAS E F T 0/CC -

REF: RESCUZ MISSION B-3-047 1 Jun 72

THE MTSSION DETAILS AND PARTICULARY THE GRATIFYTRG RESULTS OF T 5

.SUCCKRSSFUL RECOVERY OF CAPT ROGER C. LOCHER OX #2 JUNE IS NOTED

WITE EXTRE/E PHIDE, THIS MISsSICGH IS LIDICATIVE CF THE HIGIEST
STANDARDS OF PROFESSIONALISM, COOPERATION AND DEDICATION TO DUTY

‘DISPLAYED ‘BY RECOVERY FORCES DURING 3ZACE 4ku EVERY ACR MISSION
'ALL CONCERNED ARE COMMENDED FOR THEIR ErFCRIS

DURING THIS EXTR-MELY HAZARDOUS AND DIFrICULT MISEZION,

'ESY  TALLY DES:SRVIsG CF HIGHEST PRAISZ ARE THE AIRCREW MEMBERS

WHO-. PERSERVERNACE UNDER THE MOST HAZARDCUS CONDITIONS WAS

 RESPONSIBLE FOR TEIS SUCCESSFUL RECOVERY, CAPT LOCEER IS TO BE

 PERSCNNALLY CONGRATULATED FOR HIS OUISTANDING EFFCRIS IN EVADING

'
]

1
'

CAPTURE. PLEASE CCNVEY MY PERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL FOR-
ANOTHER JO2 WZLL DONE. , . ‘

BT .
#2582

¢
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'DATE TIME GROVP: 040615%.; |

FROM: 3ARRGP |

. T0: 40 ARRS/GC - | S et
UNCLAS/CC | IR

' SURJECT: OYSTER 01 PRAVO SRR S
1. I WISH T0 EATIND MX ‘m}uLTIL,S’I‘ CONGRATULLLIONS TO ALL THOSE

 WHO FARTICIPATED IN THE FECOVERY OF CAPTAIN RCGER C. LOCHER, HIS TR
DETERMINATION, BRAVERY AND FAITH TN RESCUE WAS REWARDED WITH A - e
RECOVERY THAT STIRRED THE IMAGINATION OF EVERYONZ,  THE OU UTCTANDING v
PROFESSIONALISM DISPLAYED IN THE PLANNING, COORDLMTION AND EXECUTION R

| OF THIS MISSTON WAS TRUELY INSPIRIKG. » S Rt

"I 2. TO THE MEM Or THE KING B"'tDo, YOUR GCOORDINATICN, DAEDIATE ST doe

* " RISPONSE AND KNOW~HOW CONTRIBUTED IdrZASURABLE TO THE <'Uccr,:>s

L " THIS MISSION. SUFERLATIVES com\o FULLY DESCRIBE HOW WELL

%7 J DID YOUR JOB. MY GRATEFUL THANKS.

43, TO THE MEN OF IHE SANDYS, YOUR'BRAVERY IN TED ¥ 4CE OF OVERVIELMING |

. OLDS BOARDERS ON EEROISH, YOUR LETSRMINATION, DEVOTION IND NIREPIDNESS HAS ONCJ:. -

0 AGAIN FIRMsD YOUR HIGH STANDING §N THE HE ARTS OF THOSE YOU PROTECT, ‘

i 4. O THE MEN OF THE FaST MOVERS, YCUR GALLANTRY, CONCIRN AND WILLINENESS .
{90 PARTICIPATR GAVE RESCUS THE TIMS AND THE DIVERSIGH THEY NEED 1TC DO THEIR - - -

J0B, I WILL ATWAYS HOLD YOU IN THE HIGHEST ZSTIZRM. _

5, TO THE MAINT=wANCE MiN, WHO WORKED THE LONG HCURS WHICH GAVE RESCUS .

' DHE TOOLS IT NEEDED TO DO THE JOB. WORDS CANHGT DESCRIBE [HE RESFECT

| AND AUMIRATION I FEEL FOR ALL OF YOU.. |
i 6, TO THE SUPPORT PERSONNEL, WITHOUT WHOSE ASSISTANCR RESCUE COUID . SERI R
', NOT HAVE PINETRATED SO DEEPLY INTO Ti3 B:Lcu» RD CF THE EiMEY AND e SRR
.} SUCCESSFULLY RACED AGAINST TIME. YOUR EFFORTS WILL NOT BE FOXGOTIEN. - - : S
L7, TO THD i OF THE JOLLY GIEENS, YOUR EXTFACRDINARY EXPLOITS  » - . . . =i
. | KEFLECT THE VALOR, PIOWESS AND SUFERLATIVE COURAGE LV FULFILLING . . @ R
" HOUR HIGHEST PURPOSE. THE RESCUE OF A HUMAN LIFE, YCU NEVER o S
:  CHASE TO ASTONISH MEZ BY YOUR-CAPIBILITY AND I STAND SEGOND ONLY

{ TO CAPTAINY LOCHER IN MY REGARD FCR YOU,
i 8. 80, AGAIN LET ME ADD ¥ PRAISES TO T'hl. MANY YOU WILL RECEIVE,
MY "HAT .LS OFI' TO ALL OF YOU FOR A MAGNIFICENT JOB.

BT
L #2139
R ~ {:’,"\;- IRF e A
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The hoist had been shot out
of action. Nothing for the
two men in the undérbrush to
do but watch as the Jolly
Green left without them.

“April, 1974

AlC Chuck McGrath was lone-
some.

He wasn’t alone but he was
lonesome. Hundreds of, enemy’’
troops filling the - air- with -bullets,
weren’t really much company. Nor
could he talk to Capt. .Lynn, D.
Aikman, the injured F-4 pilot he, -
had come to rescue.. Ajkman: was-
hurting badly. Besides, chatter
might g.lvc their position away. -

- The going had been rough on thls. =
rescue from the start, but Parares- -
cueman McGrath almost had suc-";
cess in his flight suit pocket. S

McGrath had signaled to -the
HH-53 rescué helicopter.overhead :
to lower the penetrator, which;
would haul the two .men up to
safety. .

“We can’t use the hoxst"’ came-
the bad news from Flight Engmecr‘- :
Sgt. George Wright. *‘It’s frozen
up. All the lincs to the system have
been shot out.’

Another helicopter would have.
to come for McGrath and Aikman. .
Now therc was nothing to do but:
wait. And hope.

It was June 1972, in Southcast.
Asia. The big air war was on, and' :
there was a lot of business. for. -
Chuck McGrath ~and' all the ™~
Acrospace Rescue and Recoveryg'
crews based in Thailand.

The Aikman rescue mission had
begun with the dispatch of two
HH-53s. One of them developed
trouble. Then the other, the bird. -
McGrath was on, had a malfunc-"""
tion and. diverted to Udorn. Prob- " -
lems solved, it took off again. .

Another chopper, this one from
Nakhon Phanom, rendezvoused:
with them for the rescuc mission. -

On the way north, the HH-53 ;-
Super Jolly Green Giant refueled -
from King Bird, an HC-130 tanker. = .

Now everything was. set. ‘The. -
Jolly Greens had M-60 -machine = .
guns along for double duty: to back .
up the three 7.62 mxm-guns and to-.: -
cover the flight engineer while he’s: .
in the door during the rescue (you:.
have to pull the mmx-z,un out of the "

way).
At the initial holdmg pomt the

-9
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" rescue crews learned that Aikman

was - injured. Pararescueman Mc-
Grath knew that he would have to
go down, so he got his gear ready.
The hoist and the penetrator used
for pickups in the dense jungle had
to be just right.

Making contact was tricky. They
kept getting false becpcrs

**The enemy was using capturcd
radios, trying to lure us in,”” Mc-
Grath explained later. Finally, the
A-1E Skyraiders (Sandys), who
would supply escort cover for the
rescue, got through to Aikman.
Using their radio beacon direction-
finders, they made several passes

“over the.arca and got a pretty good

ﬁx on his position.
Now it was Rescue’s turn. They

would have to pinpoint the downed
~pilot’s position and go get him.

“We knew the arca was bad,’
McGrath recalls. <“There were a lot

- of villages around, and you never

knew what to cxpect. You’d see
trucks along the road underncath
the trees.”

The chopper moved in closc.

. The crew still couldn’t see Aikman

on the ground, so they asked him

‘-"4,to pop his smoke. At first, the

‘smoke flare was invisible in the

“jungle below. Then McGrath saw

it at the seven o’clock position.
They were making a tight right

" . turn. “*Chuck! Pick it up across the

tail—pick it up as we go by.”
McGrath called it out. again.

Then the pilot, Maj. Leo Thacker,

called it (the smoke) for as long as

"he could sec it. As the chopper’s
. tail swung around, the flight engi-

neer began calling it.
Hovering, the rescue crew took
a good look at the lay of the land.

= *It was a tight ravine, a small hill

at one end, open at the other, and
well-worn down in the middle,”
McGrath said. *‘Trails wound
along the bottom of the ravinc.

Sitting smack dab where we want- .
- ed to go was a tree, about three feet

in diameter and about 140 {cet tall.
It had an immense crown.”
Aikman was there.
-“I’m under my parachute, un-

_derneath a big tree,”” he radioed.

10

The men in the Super Jolly Green
still couldn’t sec him.

“1 knew 1 had to go down and
find him,”” McGrath said. He and
his tecammate readied the penetra-
tor. You can’t make it down
through . the dcnse forests of
Southeast Asia without it. Mc-
Grath strapped himself to the

‘penetrator and began his descent.

Earthward bound, McGrath
spun around and around. ““There
was so much noisc 1 don’t really
know whether they were shooting
at me right then or not,”” he said.

McGrath looked down over the
tangle of bamboo stalks, cach more
than an inch thick. Now he could
see what hadn’t bcen visible from
the copter: part of Aikman's para-
chute, in the busi.cs about 60 feet,

away.
McGrath crunched down into
the primeval vegetation, which

pxomptly swallowed him. Upside
down in the bamboo thicket, he

" called to the flight cngineer to pull

him back up so that he could get
himself untangled.

Back up through the bamboo he
went.

I thought it was going to pull
me off the scat.” he recalled. “I
was just hoping 1 could hold on.
I knew the strap would hold, but
something had to break. I won-
dered if it would be my neck!”

The bamboo, not McGrath, fi-
nally broke. He climbed off the
penctrator and crawled along the
ground. Then he caught his first
glimpse of Ankm.n , about 10 feet
away. . .
The pilot was sprawled on his
back and holding his radio. All his
gear was scattered around. Mec-
Grath told the Jolly Green crew
where he was.

The chopper’s roar was a wel-
come sound, but along with it came
a new problem. The rotor was
kicking up a 70-knot wind, knock-
ing branches out of trees. The fall-
ing limbs were six or seven inches
thick. They mad: things miserable
on the ground.

1 was rcally worricd about get-
ting hit by those limbs,”” McGrath

guns,”” McGrath said. Later he

said. “‘I figured the last thing.we
needed was to have two mJured
people down there.’

. At last, McGrath reached Axk-
man. “‘His knee was so dislocated.
that it looked as if his whole leg+
had been moved up,” McGrath
said. “Hls right elbow was also
injured.”’

A king-size battle was still rock
ing the arca.. The men on “the’
ground heard the staccato chattér
of the mini-guns. The sound of -
enemy AK-47s was distinct above ;
the bedlam. . :

“] could also hear the M-60
going off, so I figured somethmg
had happened to one of the mini-

learned that some of the’: first
rounds to hit the hehcopter had
knocked out the electrical system,
that powered the left mini-gun. The!
cnemy secmed to be everywhere.’
McGrath called in their position to
one of the Skyraiders.

“I’'m coming in hot—20 mike-
mike and mini-gun,’’ the'A-1E pilot
responded.

The Skyraiders strafed both
ridges close to where McGrath and -
Alkman lay. It was time to get out -
of there. More obstacles confront-
cd them, however. The flight engi-
neer couldn’t get the penétrator
down past the big tree to pick them--.
up. | w
McGrath had to move Aikman
down a steep slope overgrown with
brush. It would be painful for the
pilot, but therc was no other
choice. McGrath dragged him 120
feet through the dense underbrush.

“The longer we waited, the
worse it was going to get,” Mc- -
Grath said. *I knew we had’to -
move then. We ‘had to go.’’ Mc--
Grath wasn’t thinking about any- -
thing but getting Aikman down: to- "
where they could both be plcked
up. v
*I really didn’t even worry about ‘
getting shot,”” he said. “‘I figured.
if I'm going to get shot, then I'm th
going to get shot. If I'm not, I'm g
not,”” McGrath recalled. e

As-McGrath got into position, he
received word about the hoist." -

AIRMAN




Rotten luck. The men watched
* from the underbrush as the Jolly
.Green left without them. '

McGrath popped some smoke to
make sure the Sandys and the other
HH-53s knew. their position. He
didn’t get much red smoke, but it
was probably just as well. *“The
bad guys would have had a better
target to shoot at. Fortunately,
~ they weren’t pinging around me.
They were concentrating on the
chopper.”

Within minutes, another chopper
came in, this one a Nakhon Phan-
- om bird. The penetrator lowered,

and McGrath got Aikman ready.
© “I got us strapped on and pulled

on the cable to signal that we were

-ready.’’ As they rose toward thc

- rescue bird, McGrath could see the

engineer standing in the door. It
was SSgt. Richard Simon, ‘‘a big
guy with a cheerful face,”” Mec-
Grath recalled. ‘1 could just sec
that big head hanging out. He
didn’t budge, not a bit.”’

The guns continued the heated
exchange as McGrath and Aikman
came level with the bottom of the
aircraft.

““1 could see the holes opening
up in the side of the aircraft. Ping,
ping, ping, right up the side,”” Mc-
Grath said.

**Simon still didn’t move. Final-
ly, they got us to the top and
reached to pull.-us in. We almost
got into the helicopter when all of
a sudden we swung back out.”

Another PJ, TSgt. Dennis Reich,
had been helping to get them
_aboard and now he was hit. Within
" seconds, however, a combat pho-
tographer, SSgt. Kelly Schuman,
jumped to operate the hoist whilc
Simon pulled McGrath and Aikman
in. -
They had made it. But Mc-
Grath’s work had only just begun.
He unhooked and saw Reich lying
motionless. *‘1 pulled off his mask,
and he opened his eyes,”’ McGrath
said. He noted that Reich had been
hit in the leg and the bullet had
. shattered the bone. *‘I took the
tourniquet out of the survival vest
_and put it on real quick. It was

' April 1974

precautionary, because there was a
lot of blood coming out.”

Aikman was still on the penetra-
tor on the floor and he wanted off.
McGrath checked him over and
gave him some water.

Sgt. Mike Nunes, the tail gunner,
Schuman, and McGrath put the two
men on stretchers.

Nuncs worked on Reich and
McGrath stayed with Aikman.

‘‘He [Aikman] was coherent. He

could talk even though he was in
shock. He didn’t want anything for
the pain. He could breathe O.K.,
cven though he had a few loose
teeth in the back of his mouth,”
the PJ said.

McGrath checked Aikman’s leg
wounds and put on a pressure band-
age. He also tried to apply a
pneumatic splint, but it wouldn’t
stay inflated. An AK-47 round had
penetrated the medical kit and gone
through the middle of the bundle
of splints.

“When I checked his feet, I saw
a little hole in his boot. It turned
out he'd been shot right through
the top of his foot. The bullet came
out the bottom. He told mc later
it happened as we reached the bot-
tom of the door. I thought that was
ironic. Here he is, with all this
other stuff wrong with him, and
we’re sitting right together. My
legs arc behind him and his legs are
behind me but he gets shot in the
foot and I don’t get a scratch,”
McGrath said.

On the way home, the helicopter
pilot, Capt. Dave Stovall, had to
decide whether to put in at Udorn
or fly back to Nakhon Phanom. If
he picked Udorn, they wouldn’t be
able to fly back to NKP without
bringing a whole maintenance crew
over to Udorn.

“They necded the helicopters
badly becausc of all the missions
going on,”” McGrath said. The de-
cision was up to McGrath to make
on the basis of Aikman’s condition.

He decided on NKP. Still, their
troubles weren’t over. They ran
into rough weather just before they
went in. “You can’t do anything
about the weather,’’ McGrath said.

-in,”" as he put it.

““That’s when we really started”
getting  apprehensive. - Aikman
started slipping into shock. We got
in O.K. and as soon as we landed’
they took him to the hospital. I-
kept checking his pulse. -He came-
to pretty quick.” : :
For McGrath, it had been ,‘,‘.onef
of those days that you hear about,
but [never think you’ll be mvolvcd' :

‘I guess 1 was lucky.” : -
By and large, Chuck McGrath
makes his own luck. He had decid- -

ed carly in his Air Force career to. "

become a PJ. Then during training,
he met an attractive airman named
Candy. They were married on May
1, and two weeks later Chuck left
for Southeast Asia.

He was assigned to Udorn, andv

in mid-July, Candy was ‘sent .to -
Korat,
didn’t get to see her right away. He
had been shot down on a mission
in northern Laos, and had rolled
down the side of a mountain in the
crashing chopper. But he made it.

Sergeant McGrath never
dreamed he would receive the-Air
Force Cross for his rescue of Cap-
tain Aikman. Nor did he suspect
that the Air Force Scrgeants Asso-
ciation would choose. him -to re-
ceive the Pitsenbarger Heroism
Award, the Association’s highest.

McGrath is the fourth recipient of T

the award, named for a -parares-
cueman, AIC William H. Pitsen-
barger, who sacrificed his life on
a rescuc mission.

Jonelle McGrath, born last sum-
mer, may know when she grows up
that her daddy is a reluctant hero.
But Chuck McGrath was doing the
job he chose to do, saving: lives,

and hc just did the best he could =

“Your only goal is to get in and .

out in one piece—that’s the only -

thing you really think about.”
SSgt. Charles D. McGrath
claims his successes are just ‘‘the
luck of the Irish.”” But men who
were with Charles McGrath in the
war zone know that he is a special
kind of man; one with skill, intelli-
gence, dedication, and—0O.XK.,
maybe just a little bit of luck. ==

also in Thailand. Chuck”j.--




1 _May 1972 ~-- The 3d ARR Croup evacuated 132 persons from the citadel in
the EGSleged city of Quang Tri, South Vietnam, to Da Nang., Four HH~53s of
the 37th ARR Squadron at Da Nang took off for Quang Tri. They planned to
have three Jolly Green Giants pick up all the survivors while the fourth
chopper loitered outside the city, ready to dash in if needed. The North
Vietnamese had moved BA-2 surface-to-air missiles south, and their area of
coverage encompasgsed Quang Tri City. This factor caused the helicopters to
approach the city at treetop level jin spite of the risk of automatic weapons
fire which they usually managed to avoid by flying above 3,000 feet.

Ovex the nearly demolished
outskirts of the city, the three
Jolly Greens maved in a single
file up a corridor blasted by the
A-1ls to the walls of the fortress.
As the first chopper settled into
the citadel, e¢nemy small arms fire
increased to an intensity that
caused 8o much confusion, only 37
men manged to climb aboard hefore
the pilot pulled away. stafrf
Sergeant Robert LaPointe s3jilenced
the enemy snipers with the on-
board minigun and then dJdeparted
the ajirecraft to organize the
reamaining survivors. With order
restored, the s8econd chopper
loaded 45 people and quickly taok
off,

Staff Sergeant Robert L, LaPointe.

The third Jolly Green Jlanded
in the forftress and loaded the 50
remaining survivors and Sergeant
LaPointe just as quickly as the
second helicopter. Its pillot
pulled up and headed for safety,.
Minutes latar tha Narth Vietnameae flag flew aver the citadel ruins. Ser-
geant LaPointe was later awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross for his cool
actions under fire.

27 June 1872 -- ©Pararescueman Staff Sergeant Charles D. McGrath, 40th ARR
Squadron, flew deep into North Vietnam to rescue two downed airme}: Sergeant

McGrath's helicopter penetrated the enemy defenses after anothefr HH-53 B
forced to withdraw from the rescue site due to enemy fire. He descended by
holst into the Jjungle and retrieved the two survivors. During the engage-
ment, Sergeant McGrath's HH-53 received morxe than 16 hits and several person-
nel aboard both HH-53s were wounded. Staff Sergeant Charleg D, MaGrath was
later awarded the Alr Porce Cross.

12 April 1975 -- Eight HH-53% and three HC-130s8 from the 40th and 56th ARR
Squadrons, respectively, participated in Operation Eagle Pull, the evacuation
of United States personnel from Phnom Penh, Cambodia. One HH=53 inserted a
Combat Control Team prior to the evacuation, and two HH-538 removed the last
15 military personnel from Phnom Fenh, completing the evacuation. The Joint
Rescue Coordination Center (JRCC) operated by the 34 ARR Group at Nakhon
rhanom, exercised operational control of rescue forces, There were no ARRS
injuries or casualties, although two HH~53s incurred hita from small caliber
ground fire. ‘

29 April 1975 -- Eight HH-53s and three HC-130s of the 40th and¢ 56th
Squadrons, respectively, participated in Operation Frequent Wind, the evacu-
ation of United States perxsonnel from Saigon, Vietnam. Two of the HH-53s
ajirlifted 362 evacuees £from Saigon to the USS Midwar. Both aircraft

22

bl NA A S

s b e e i 0% LTI

o~



TAB K






FOREWORD

AT1 airmen but one awarded the Air Force. Cross have received the medal
~for an-act of heroism in the Southeast Asia conflict. The exception is
Maj. Rudolf Anderson, Jr., who was honored for his heroic+flights over Cuba
R during the 1962 missile crisis. ' ’

This pamphlet contains the current 1ist of Air Force Cross recipients
and their citations (as of Jan. 1, 1970). It also provides brief back- "
ground information on the medal and the criteria for awarding it. It
supersedes Air Force Cross Background Information Pamphlet 68-15.

(Many who have been awarded the medal are imprisoned in North Vietnam
or are in missing status. Information pertaining to awarding of the Air
Force Cross to these individuals in captured or missing status must not be
publicized until Headquarters U.S. Air Force officially announces a final

determination of the recipients' status. For reference consult Chapter 3,
Paragraph 14, AFM 900-3.)

BACKGROUND . f

N The Air Force Cross is our Nation's second highest military decoration
-and is awarded to U.S. Air Force airmen for extraordinary heroism.

< 0On July 6, 1960, Congress established the Air Force Cross (Public Law
-36-593) to parallel the U.S. Army Distinguished Service Cross and the U.S.

‘Navy Cross. Prior to this date the Air Force awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross.

AWARDED FOR HEROIC ACTS

The Air Force Cross is awarded to airmen for extraordinary heroism:
While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States;

# -While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an
pposing foreign force; or ‘

. While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed
ct against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not

bel igerent party.

1kei he Distinguished Service Cross and the Navy Cross, the Air Force
may be awarded to members of foreign military forces and to American
and:foreign civilians serving with the Armed Forces of the United States.

Reproduction Authorized March 1970




" However, all awards of U.S. decorations to foreigners must be approved by
the Secretary of Defense.

AIR FORCE CROSS DESCRIPTION - N

The Air Force Cross is a bronze Cross with an oxidized satin finish.
;ﬁ?‘ Centered on the cross is a gold-plated American bald eagle with wings spread
i against a cloud formation. It is encircled by a laurel wreath finished in
| green enamel. The cross is suspended from a ribbon of Brittany blue, edged
with 01d Glory red, and bears a narrow white vertical stripe inside the red:

" .edges.

* The Air Force Crosses on this page are suitable for reproduction.
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"1ﬁ111tary operations against an opposing armed force as an F-

. severely damaged his airoraft and

" .. Wounds, M jor Baldwin attempted to save the
. 8Ny further aotion,..,"

AIR FORCE CROSS RECIPIENTS AND THEIR CITATIONS

(Asterisks indicate posthumous awards)

ADAMS, VICTOR R. T

R : : VL - .
authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United .
Sergeant Vietor R. Adams for extraordinary heros

 "The President of the United States of America,
States Code’, -awards the Air Force Cross to Technical

ism in military operations against an opposing armed force as a UH-1F Helicopter Aerial Gunner near
Duc Co, Republic of Vietnam, on 27 November 1968. On that date, Sergeant Adams' aireraft was shot .
down by hostile ground fire and crashed in dense jungle. Disregarding his own injuries and the immi-
nence of hostile activity, he assisted the copilot from th

the trapped personnel. He succeeded in pulling another ma

n from the wreckage, before the.severity of .
the fire and subsequent explosions

forced him to abandon further rescue efforts "

ANDERSON,” RUDOLF JR.*

v

-"Ma Jor Rudolf Anderson, Jr., distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
- military operations against an armed enemy from 15 October 1962 to 27 Ostober 1962, During this
period of great national crisls, MeJor Anderson, flying an unesoorted, unarmed aircraft, lost his
life while partioipating in one of several aerial reconnaissance missions over Cuba. While executing
these aerial missiong, M. jor Anderson made photographs which provided the United States government
with conolusive evidence of the introduction of long-range offensive missiles into Cuba and which
materially assisted our leaders in charting the nation's military and diplomatic cours

Ceesa

ARMSTRONG, LARRY D.

* . "Major Larry D. Armstrong distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with

4D Aircraft Commander in Southeast Asia
on § February 1968. On that date, Major Armstrong led two aircraft against one of the largest, most -

important, and most heavily defended airfields in North Vietnam. Despite inclement weather, Major
Armstrong descended to extremely low altitude for a visual high-speed run across the airfield.
Although faced with a barrage of withering antiaircraft artillery fire, Major Armstrong resolutely
and skillfully pressed his attack against the target, damaging and destroying several aircraft on the
ground. When the lead crew was forced to eject over hostile territory, Major Armstrong remained

&3 top cover and directed the rescue offort, which expeditiously recovered the two downed airmen,

As & result of his actions, Major Armstrong was successful in neutralizing a threat to Free World
forces in Southeast Asia..,.!" '

. ‘BAER, ALLAN R.

.~ "The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
. States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Lieutenant Colonel Allan R. Baer for extraordinary heroism
“in military operations agelinst an opposing armed force as a Forward Alir Controller at Nha Trang,
Republic of Vietnam, from 30 January 1968 to 1 February 1968. During that period, Colonel Baer was -
virtually a one-man command post for the battle of Nha Trang, directing and conducting close air
support missions night and day, resulting in the neutralization of over three hundred of the hostile
' attacking force. On no less than eleven separate oocasions, Colonel Baer's aerial skill and courage

in the fage of intense unfriendly ground fire were the decisive factors in the defeat of the hostile
forces,..."

- BALDWIN, ROBERT L.*

;Jmhjgn.Robert L. Baldwin distinguished himself b

‘military operations against an oppesing armed force as a UH-1 pilot on 31 March 1967. On that date,

Major Baldwin volunteered to pilot his unarmed helicopter to evacuate severely wounded American ground

tioops under heavy hostile fire, Despite intense and accurately directed automatic weapons fire which
g inflicted serious wounds upon his person, M jor Balawin, with

undaunted determination, indomitable oourage, and professional skill, successfully delivered ammuni-

tlon and water to the beleaguered ground forces and began rescue of wounded personnel. Again

: devastating ground fire struck his alreraft, causing it t6 crash, Disregarding his own serious

other wounded until his loss of consclousness prevented

Y extraordinary heroism in connection with

-3-

¢ burning helicopter and returned to reséue.
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- BEALE, ROBERT S,

"Ma jor Robert S. Beale distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with military
operations against an opposing armed force as an F-~105 Thunderchief pilot on a missile suppression
mission on an 1solated vital military target near Hanoi, North Vietnam, on 16 December 1967. On
that date, MaJor Beale braved many concentrations of heavy antiaireraft artillery fire and elghteen
surface-to-air missiles as he successfully led his missile suppression flight in diverting the
hostile defenses away from the main strike force. He contributed to the destruction of one missile
site only three miles from the center of the heavily defended target area and damaged at least one .
other missile complex. As a result of his actions, the main strike foroe suffered no losgses,
encountered only four missiles, and suocessfully destroyed this vital military targetes.."

BOYD, WILLIAM JR.

"The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Lieutenant Colonel William Boyd, Jr., for extraordinary -
heroism in military operations against an opposing armed force as a C-130 pilot at Kham Duc, Republic
of Vietnam on 12 May 1968. On that date, Colonel Boyd flew an emergenoy evecuation mission into Kham
Duc Airfield as it was being overrun by hostile forces. Realizing that the friendly ground forces and
Vietnamese civilians remaining at Kham Duc had virtually no chance for survival except evacuation by : .
his aireraft, Colonel Boyd, without regard for his personal safety, flew through a veritable hail of -

hostile fire into the besieged field and successfully evacuated more than one-hundred troops and
civilians...." .

~ BRICKEL, JAMES R.

"Lieutenant Colonel James R, Brickel distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in oonneotion

with military operations against an opposing armed force as a photo reconnaissance pilot near Thai

. Ngyen, North Vietnam, on 10 March 1967. On that date, Colonel Brickel led.a flight of two RF-101C -
photo reconnalssance aircraft and four P-UC fighter escort aireraft on a bomb damage assessment
mission of one of the most highly defended targets in North Vietnam. Despite a direct hit by anti-
airoraft artillery flak that extensively demaged his airecraft, Colonel Brickel opontinued to .the
target and acquired one hundred percent photographic coverage. He then made ‘a successful withdrawal
from hostile territory on a single engine and landed at his home base...."

_BRITT, AGUILLA F.%

"Ma Jor Aquillae.F. Britt distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with military
- operations against an opposing armed force as commander of a strike foroe of iwenty P-105 Thundorohiefa
against & heavily defended target in North Vietnam on 25 Ootober 1967. Through extremely heavy
barrages of surface~to-air missiles and antiaircraft fire, Major Britt, with undaunted determination
and indomitable oourage, safely guided the strike force on a devastating attack against the primary
target. His superb planning, leadership, and gallantry, displayed under intense conditions, were
the key faotors that led to the destruction of this highly significant military targetee.."

BROUGHTON, JACKSEL M.

“Colonel Jacksel M. Broughton distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in oconneotion with
" military operations ageinst an opposing ermed force in Southeast Asia on 5 Pebruary 1967, On that
date, Colonel Broughton was Mission Commander of a flight of a two-wing F~105 Thunderchief strike
force which attacked a heavily defended target in North Vietnam. Despite serious airoraft mal-
funotions, marginal weather, end grave damage to his alrcraft from an exploding surface-to-air
missile, he placed his armament directly on target, soattering fire and debris which illuminated the
target for easy acquisition by the following strike force. Disregarding his dire ocircumstance with
his orippled airoraft, which minimized his chances for recovery to friendly territory, Colonel
Broughton then willfully acted as & decoy to divert hostile aircraft approsching the ‘strike force...."

BROWER, RALPH W.*

“Captain Ralph W, Brower distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an opposing armed force as an HH-3E pilot in Southeast Asia on
‘9 November 1967. On that date, Captain Brower attempted the night extraction of & ground reconnais-
sance team. Despite full knowledge that two helicopters had been shot down and a third severely
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dameged by intense, accurately direoted hostile fire, Captain Brower,
ocourage, and professional skil¥1l, established g hover o
bostile weapons posltlons end Srought

Ty, gd &5 ke el isspter Ceperved, It .

with detenmination, indomitable
N & steep slope within one hindred yerds of

ile voundsd FVivors efcerd,. Tes Lestile forces cleosed in

a5 shot down,...™
BUCHER, BERNARD L.

"The President of the Unlted States of America,
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Ma jor Ber
tary operations against an opposing armed force as g
Vietnam on 12 May 1968,

authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United - ]
nard L. Bucher for extraordinary heroism in mili-
C-130 Aircraft Commander in the Republic of

On that date, Ma jor Bucher vo
forces from the Kham Duc airfield.

the rescue of friendly
3 Hostile forces had completely encircled the airfield. The sup-
5 rounding terrain was extremely hazardous with 300 to 350 foot hills at each end of the runwey. Shell
i ’ fragments, munitions, and other debris littered the entire runway.
3j danger and

After careful evaluation of the
ing. Approaching the field fro
as muoh of the hail of enemy fire as

heavy hostile fire. An

After an amazingly successful tekeofr,

During the entire action, Major Bucher
officer....n

.

CAMPBELL, JESSE W.

. ""The President of the Uniteq States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
States_Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Major Jesse W. Campbell for extraordinary heroism in mili-
.. tary operations agalnst an opposing armed .force as a (-
on 12 May 1968. On that date, Major Campbell volunteersd to attempt the rescue of a three-man USAF
Combat Control Team from the Special Forges Camp at Kham Duc. Hostile forces had overrun the forward
lished gun positions on the airstrip. They were raking the camp with smell arms,
lless rifle fire. The oamp was engulfed in
ng and littering the runway with debris. In
addiﬁion,“eight alroraft had been destroyed by the intense enemy fire and one airgraft remained on
* the runway reducing 1ts useable length to only 2200 feet. To further complicate & landing, the
"weather was deteriorating rapldly. Although fully aware of the extreme danger and likely failure of
such’an attempt, Major Campbell set

up the approash from approximately 7300 feet above the airfield,
Through'a Superior display of pilot expertise, he sideslipped the C-123 aircraft steeply to an alti-

tude’of 500 feet above the ground. The landing roll was terminated near the point where the Combat
Control Team was reported to be hiding. While on the ground, the airoraft was the target of intense

hostile fire. A pocket landed in front of the nose of the aircraft but failed to explode. Once the
Combat Control Team was aboard, the C-123 succeeded in getting airborne despite the hostile fire
direcjed aoross the runway in front of the aircraft...

for a downed Navy pilot
been hit by ground fire, he remained in the area
He voluntarily risked his life on repeated passes to protect
tile gun positions..,."

all. After his aireraft had
for an hour directing aireraft strikes.

th rescue helicopter and suppress hos

: Staff'Sergeant Eugene L. Clay distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in oonneotion with
military operations agalnst an opposing armed force as an HH-3E Flight Engineer in Southeast Asis 'on
9 November 1967, On that date, Sergeant Clay attempted the night extraction of ground reconnais-
Banoe teem after his helicopter had been severely damaged. Two othep helicopters had been shot down
~and & third extensively damaged in previous attempts, During the resocue attempt, Sergeant Clay

i<‘#unhoaitat1ngly oxposed himself to hostile fipe %o assist the survivors to the airoraft. The hostile
“forees oloped in quiekly, and ag the damaged helicopter departed, it was shot down "




CODY, HOWARD R.*

"Captain Howard R. Cody distinguished himself by extraordinary herolsm in cogiection with military .

" operations against an opposing armed force as an Advisor-Pilet of a B-26B aircraft on 24 November 1963.ﬁ'
On that date, Captain Cody voluntarily exposed himself and his aircraft during a low-level flight

near hidden Viet Cong machine gun installations. This forced the Viet Cong to. reveal their position
which led to their destruction by cover aireraft. In this action, Captain Cédy's aircraft was badly
damaged by machine gun fire and he never gained control of his aircrafteses

COLLINS, WILLARD M.* : e

"Captain Willard M. Collins distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with .
military operations against an opposing armed force near A Shau, Republic of Vietnam, on 9.March 1966.
On that date, Captain Collins was Adroraft Commander of an AC-47 that was scrambled in defense of a
Speoial Forces camp which was under heavy attack by hostile forces. Arriving over the area, Captain
Collins attempted to locate the camp which wes surrounded by mountainous: terrain in a narrow valley
and obscured by heavy clouds. He made two attempts to penetrate into the valley but was forged to
withdraw. On his third attempt, he entered the valley at tree top level, and managed to locate the
camp. With complete disregard for his personal safety, and fully aware of his aircreft's vulnerability
1o ground fire, Captain Collins maneuvered into position. He made two firing passes against.the
hostile forces. It was on the second pass that both engines exploded from the impact of ground fire.
Demonstrating superb airmanship and skill, Caplain Collins successfully crash landed his battle torn
airoraft. After landing, Captain Collins rellied his crew and attempted to establish defense
positions away from the aircraft. He then discovered that one crew member was injured and could
not be moved, and he refused to abandon the aircraft for more favorable defensive positions; insteed,
he established a perimeter defense of the eircraft until rescue helicopters arrived., Although
attacked by hostile forces in the area, Captain Collins continuously fought off his attackers
enabling three of his crew members to be rescued. The valuable minutes which he gave his crew, and
for which he paid the supreme sacrifice was directly responsible for their rescucassss’

CONLEY, EUGENE O.%

L1 eutenant Colonel Eugene 0. Conley distinguished himself by extreordinary heroism-as an F-105
Thunderchief pilot over North Vietnam on 21 January 1967. On that date, Colonel Conley was the
Seventh Air Force's mission commander for & two-wing strike force launched against a heavily
defended rail yard in the vicinity of Hanoi. Coolly eveluating the hostile force's defensive
posture, he skillfully led the first flight through the concentrated flak barrages and picked his way
past the deadly surface~to-alr missiles. After visually acquiring the target, he scanned the area
for the heaviest concentration of hostile fire upon which to unloed his deadly weapons in order to
minimize the threat to those he led. He attacked his target and then, with complete disregard for
his personal safety, he circled the target area to incite the defenders to unleash their full
defensive might ageinst him, thereby permitting his followers to destroy the target. Observing a
hostile missile site néer the target, he marked it, ordered an attack against it, and then fearlessly
circled back over the target area to seek out other hostile defenses..s.”

CORDER, JOHN A.

"Ceptain John A. Corder distinguished himself by extreordinary heroism in connection with military
operations against an opposing armed force as an FUD Pilot in Southeast Asie on 8 February 1968,
On that date, Captain Corder led two sireraft egainst one of the largest, most important, and most
heavily defended airfields in North Vietnam. Despite inclement weather, Captain Corder descended
4o extremely low altitude for a visual high~speed run across the airfield. Although faced with a
berrage of withering antiaircraft artillery fire which severely crippled his aircraft, Captain Corder
resolutely and skillfully pressed his attack against the target, damaging and destroying several
aircraft on the ground. Captain Corder was finally forced to eject over hostile territory. He
sucoessfully evaded hostile search parties and was subsequently rescued by & friendly helicopter.
As & result of his actions, Captain Corder was successful in neutralizing a threat to Free World
forces in Southeast Asia...o'




DALLMAN,, HOWARD M.

-~ ‘YLieutenant Colonel Howard M. Dallman distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in oconneg-
E P tion with military operations against an opposing armed force as a C~130E Aircraft Commander in
* Southeast Asia on 5 February 1968. On that date, Colonel Dallmen was flying a combat mission in
support of friendly ground forces engaged in the defense of a beleaguered ‘outpost. The mission was
- to fly 35,000 pounds of needed ammunition and a medical evacuation team from Da Nang to Khe Sanh,
which was under siege. Immediately after landing at Khe Sanh, the alroraft was hit by a volley of
armor plercing rounds which ignited the explosive cargo. WithTcomplete disregard for his personal ] :
safety, Colonel Dallman elected to back the aircraft o a safe area where an explosion would not .
endanger the defending ground forces. There he directed the orderly evacuation of the medical .
! evacuation team from the stricken aircraft. He then proceeded to fight the fire, which had spread
. to the cargo department. Through his actions he not only saved lives and a valuable alrecraft, but
also prevented a large portion of the Khe Sanh airfield from being destroyed by an explosionss.."

DONELSON,, NICHOLAS J.

»

"Captain Nicholes J. Donelson distingulshed himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an opposing armed force as an F-105 pilot over North Vietnam on
23 August 1967. On that date, Captain Donelson was the mission commander for a force of thirty-two
aircreft attacking a heavily defended railyard in the vicinity of Hanoi. Repeated attacks against
his force by hostile aircraft destroyed two friendly aircraft, and the intense barrage of anti~
elrcraft fire downed a third and severely damaged a fourth., In spite of this intense opposition,
Captain Donelson, at great personal risk, led his force to the target and pressed the attack,
inflicting severe damage to the railyard and destroying a large amount of rolling stock, Captain
Donelson's firm leadership, timely decisions, and professional competence in the face of intense
opposition resulted in the successful accomplishment of this extremely hazardous missioneess”

DORSETT, TRACY K.

"Captain Tracy K. Dorsett distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with

. military operations against an opposing armed force as an F<UD Aircraft Commander in Southeast
- 'Aste on 8 February 1968. On that date, Captain Dorsett led two alrcraft against one of the largest,
- most'important, and most heavily defended airfields in North Vietnam. Despite inclement weather,
Captain Dorsett descended to extremely low altitude for a visual high-speed run across the airfield.
Although faced with a barrage of withering antiaircraft artillery fire which severely crippled his
aircraft, Captain Dorsett resolutely and skillfully pressed his atteck against the target, dameging
and destroying severgl aircraft on the grouid. He was finally forced to eject over hostile
<. territory. He successfully evaded hostile search parties and was subsequently rescued by a friendly

helicopter. As a result of his actions, Captain Dorsett was successful in neutralizing a threat to
-Free World forces in Southeast Asig...."

B

- DRAEGER, WALTER F., JR.*

- i"Captain Walter F, Draeger, Jr., distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection
1th military operations against an opposing armed force on U April 1965, On that date, Captain
raeger volunteered to fly as a Pighter-Advisor with the Vietnamese Alr Force into an area of
lmown heavily concentrated antiaircraf< artillery. He participated in a highly successful

ombing mission of a vital Viet Cong target, contributing materially to its destruction. On the
return flight from the brimary target, Captain Draeger's flight leader was shot down by hostile
‘ground fire, Captain Draeger immediately called for search and rescue assistance. Although
oompletely alone and within range of the hostile ground fire, he orbited the area of his downed
flight leader until the unarmed search and rescue alrcraft arrived in the vicinity., Upon arrival
in the area, over which Captain Draeger was flying protective cover, the unarmed rescue aircraft

. requested fire suppression assistance. Captain Draeger commenced a firing pass to allow the
“rescue alrcraft to safely enter the area. With complete disregard for his own personal safety, he

:made the strafing run into the hostile fire. Ignoring the air bursts from shore batteries, Captain
Dreeger pressed his attack and, in so doing, sacrificed his own life...."




DRAMESI, JOHN A.

Dremesi distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in oonnection with

ainst an opposing armed force near Dong Hoi, North Vietnam, on 2 April 1967,

_ On that date, Captain Dramesi was the leader of a flight of F-105 aireraft secheduled to strike a
suspected surface~-to-air missile site and perform reconnalssance of & hostile:highwey. Although
intelligence reports indicated the area contained a heavy concentration of 37 and 57MM flak
positions, deadly antisircraft guns, and possible missile fire, Captain Dramesi successfully exeouted
his attack and placed all ordnance on target. He then began his low level reconnaissance of the
highwey. When only & few miles from the target, his aircraft was hit by an intense barrage of ground
fire and immediately burst into flames, forcing him to eject into the hostile Jjungle. Immediately:.
after ejecting from his aircraft, Captain Dramesi acted as a ground forward air controller, pointing -
out targets and safest approaches. Repeated resoue attempts were met with withering fire from the
ground. As the ground and air battle raged on, he continued to request ordnance, giving corrections
which brought each sucoessive strike closer to his own position. The last correction he had given
brought the ordnance within a few meters of his last known position end no further transmissions were
received from him. By bhis selfless and heroic concern for the resoue crews in the alr, and his
continued request for close ordnance delivery, Captain Dramesi displayed outstanding courage end
exemplified the highest traditions and standards of the Ameriocan fighting man's codessss

"Captain John A.
military operations &g

'EPPINGER, DALE L.

tates of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
Cross to Major Dale L. Eppinger for extraordinary heroism in mili-

tary operations agalnst an opposing armed force as a UH-1P Holicopter Pilot near Duc Co, Republic of
unhesitatingly descended

Vietnam, on 21 April 1969. On that date, Ma jor Eppinger, against great odds,

his aircraft through intense ground fire to rescue & seven-man, long range reconnaissance patrol which
was surrounded and in imminent danger of being overrun by a large hostile force. When his aircraft
was shot down during the rescue attempt, Major Eppinger assumed immediate command of the ground defen-

sive situation and, in 2 further display of courage and leadership, directed air strikes against the
opposing forces until their attacks were thwarted, and all patrol members and aircrew men could be

rescuede.s."

"Phe President of the United S
States Code, awards the Air Force

ET7EL, GREGORY A.M.

Etzel distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
in Southeast Asis as an HH-3E helicopter pilot

Cgptain Gregory AM.

military operations ageinst an opposing armed force
on 2 and 3 July 1967. On the 2nd of July, Captain Etzel flew his helicopter into one of the most

heavily defended areas of North Vietnam to rescue & dovned F-105 pilot. Unable to effect a plokup
because of oncoming darkness and intense smell erms fire that damaged his airoraft, Captain Etzel
withdrew from the area., After landing at & friendly base, he volunteered to oontinue rescus
operations the next day. After minimum rest, he took off at first light and flew through intense
automatic fire, dodged deadly migsiles, and evaded attacking MIGs in search of the downed pilot..
In the faca of heavy small arms fire that severely damaged his hellcopter, he located and rescued

this valuable pilot.ese”

FEUERRIEGEL, KARL T.

ca, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Lieutenant Colonel Karl T. Feuerriegel for extraordinary
heroism in military operations ageinst an opposing armed force as a Forward Air Controller at Nha
Trang, Republic of Vietnam, on 30 January 1968. On that date, in conjunction with the Tet Offensive,
a large, well-equipped hostile force entered the ¢city, intent on overrunning military installations
and releasing a large cortingent of hostile captives from the local prison. The hostiles' entrenched
positions prevented reinforcements from reaching +he battle areas where friendly forces were in dire
need of support. Colonel Feuerriegel, despite great personal risk from heavy automatic weapons fire,
repeatedly attacked hostile positions in an 0-2 aircraft armed with high explosive rockets. He
systematically silenced three machine gun positions and neutralized two fortified hostile companies,
thereby preventing the annihilation of beleaguered friendly units...."

"The President of the United States of Ameri




FINCK, GEORGE ¢,

of Vietnam, on 24 August 1968, i
flown in a C-74 through & hostile environment of heavy antiaircraft and automatic weapons fire in
which five othep aircraft had been shot down while attempting to resupply the camp., Déspite intense
ground fire and battle damage to his aircraft, Major Finck made a second pass over the embattled

camp to deliver sufficient ammunition, medical supplies, and water to the beleaguered’ defendeps who
would have been overrun without this vitaj resupply....v ’

FIRSE, JOHN A.
——YI_.-_'_
"Captain John A,

on 11 June 1967,
American pilots. the seocond,

with intense and aocurate ground”’ £t and causing extensive damage .
Despite continuing fire, fort until the second survivor
was safely aboard, Although three of hig tires were blown and the hull was extensively damaged from
hostile fire, Captain Fipse skillfully recovered at & forward operating base,.,." . i

FISH, MICHAEL E.
—-L—%“_

“. ' "The President of the United States of America, authorized by Section 8742, Title 10, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Sergeant Michael E. Fish for extraordinary heroism in
military operations against an opposing a as an HH-43B helicopter Pararescue Specialist

ue operation near Tuy Hoa Aip Base, Republic of Vietnam, on 18 and 19 February 1969.

eriod, with complete disregard for his personal safety, he was voluntarily lowered

1 helicopter

orew members, emote, mountainous, densely-
“Jungled scanyon. ' i d overnight, fully realizing that he faced attacks
.by the hostile forces which completely surrounded him, and for more than fifteen hours, he treated
.and oared for the pilot, who was trapped inside the wreckage, until he could be freed...,n

«~ "Captain Delbert V. 1
-military operations agal anh opposing armed foroe Republic of
: » on 17 December 1965, On that date, Captain Fleener wag diverted from his original target
1 for a pilot who had been shot down over hostile held territory. With oomplete disregard
for his personal safety, 1 arms, automatic weapons
and antiaircraft fipe ) extremely low :altitude -
over the hostile positi » The wreckage was sighted and
almost entirely hidden by hostile forces attempting to camouflage the plane., With only four rockets,
Ceptain Fleener made repeated low pagses over the wreckage > firing one rocket on each pass. Thig
fda',l_‘ing and aggressive attaock by Captain Fleener caused the hostile forces to disperse temporarily am
denied them access to secret material and valuable radio oquipment, After expending his ordnance,
l}g“v-l&nded his badly damaged airoraft on 8 nearby airstrip to erm his aireraft,
returning to the area, he provided air gsover for

e fate of the downed pilot.
oontinuously provided protection fop the heliocopt

ave.the area, While fighting off .loss of oonsoiousneas, Captain Fleener Sucoessfully flew his

‘dppled alroraft into a remote airstrip and landed without furthepr incident.,.."




GIBSON, JAMES K.

States Code, awards the Air Foroe
operations against an opposing armed
2 February 1968. On that date, Major Gibson flew his unarme
had attacked a friendly looation.
damaged his airoraft and wounded him,
ropeatedly brought confusion and disorder to the hostiles by divi

rositions
under the effective fire of friendly foroes.

"he President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
Cross to Major James K. Gibson for extraordinary heroism in milltal
Controller in Southéast Asia on

4 aireraft against hostile forces whioh

Despite intense automatio and antiaeiroraft weapons fire whioch
Me Jor Gibson, with undaunted determination and courgge,
ng his small airoraft at their

and firing his individual weapon, thereby driving them out into the open whers they ocame’
His ocontrol and direoction of fighter airoraft resulted,

4 innumerable friendly 1iVoBases"

force as & Forward Air

in the defeat of the hostile forces and save

GILROY, KEVIN A. .

. GONZALES, LEONARD A.

‘

Gilroy distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism as Eleotronlos Wa;fare
-gtrike, missile suppreasion mission in North Vietnam o

ided his pilot in attacking and destroying a surface-
to-alr missile installatlon protecting one of the most important indusirial complexes in North Vietn
He acoomplished this foat even after formidable hostile defenses had destroyed the lead airoraft and
had orippled a seconde. Though his own airoraft Buffared:extensive bettle damage and was under const.
attack by MIG interceptors, antiairoraft artillery, automatioc weapons, and small arms fire, Captain

Gilroy aligned several ingenious olose range attacks on the hostile defenses at great risk to his ow
1ife. Due to his technical ski1l, the attacks were suocessful and the strike foroe was able to bomt

the target without 108Beess”

. "Captain Kevin A.
Officer of an F-105 airoraft engaged in a pre
10 March 1967. On that date, Captain Gilroy gu

_nihe President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Major Leonard A. Gonzales for extraordinary heroism in
military operatlons against an opposing armed force as Aiperaft Commander of & UH-1F gunship heli-
copter near Duc Co, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 November 1966. On that date, Major Gonzales went to
the aid of a six-man Speclal Forces Long Range Reconnalssance Patrol that was in danger of being
overrun by a large, well-armed hostile force. Ma jor Gonzales made continued minigun and rocket
passes at treetop level, even affer his wingman had been hit. His aggressive attacks sufficiently
quelled the hostile fire to allow a ‘transport helicopter to pick up the beleaguered patrol...."

GREEN, JOE B.

whe President of the United States of Amerioa,
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Major Joe
operations against an opposing armed force 8s an HH-3E Rescue
Republic of Vietnem, on 30 March 1968, On that date, Major Green led a force of four rescue heli-

copters over hostile territory in low overcast weather to reach the survivors from four downed United
d disclosed that it was impossible to neutralize the

‘States helicopters. Intelligence briefings ha.

hostile gun emplecements at the rescue site. Despite the knowledge that two additional helicopters
were shot down while he was approaching the ares Ma jor Green elected to make the initial rescue
attempt. He persisted in the rescue attempt after hostile fire forced him away from the site. He

made two additional approaches, courageously maintaining the aiperaft in a stationary hover until the
four most severely wounded survivors were rescued. Only then did fuel shortage, aircraft malfunctlions,
and the critical nature of the survivors' wounds compel him to leave the area...."

authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
B. Green for extraordinary heroism in military
Crew Commander near the A Shau Valley,

GRIGGS, JERRY M.

es of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
ss to Major Jerry M. Griggs for extraordinary heroism in military
as Rescue Crew Commander of an HH-3E helicopter in South- -
Major Griggs flew over hostile territory in low overcast
weather to reach the survivors from six American helicopters which nad been shot down by hostile fire.
After his aircraft received substantial battle damage from intense opposing ground fire, Ma jor Griggs,
with undaunted determination, indomitable courage, and professional skill, persisted in the rescue
attempt until he rescued four survivors, although he sustained further battle damege from the intense

hqstile fire...." .

"he President of the United Stat
States Code, awards the Air Force Cro
operations against an opposing armed force
east Asia on 30 March 1968. On that dete,

~10~



GRUVER, JOHN ¢,
—__L-—.'

"Captain John C. Gruver distinguished himgelf by extraordinary heroism in oconneotion with milite
operations against an opposing armed force as aireraft commander of a UH-1F heligopter near Dak To,
. Republioc of Vietnam, on 21 Maroh 1967. On that date, Captain Gruver flew in support of friendly

ground forces who were partially encircled in a bomb crater and unable to take evasive action becaus
of their wounded members,

threatening a downed Army
party freed to withdraw, Captain Gruver remained in the

in support of their movement. " His determination and agg
resistance saved an airora

from capture or death "

seve

O S .

GUSTAFSON, GERALD C. ) )

"The President of the United States of America,
States Code, awards the Air Foroe Cross to Major Ger

on 19 November 1967. On that date, Major Gustafson’
air missile while he was assisting another pilot who .
Major Gustafson refused to leave his comrade until other escort aircraft could be vectored in to give
the wounded pilot assistance in reaching his home base safely. Only then, did Major Gustafson egress
to a safer area where he was forced to eject from his own stricken aircraft...."
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. HACKNEY, DUANE D.
) ., ) .

"Airman Segond Class Duane .D. Hackney distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in

otion with military operations against an opposing armed force as a Paramedic on an unarmed
HH-3E rescus helicopter near Mu Gia Pass, North Vistnam, on 6 February 1967, On that date, Airman
Hackney flew two sorties in & rescue effort of an American pilot downed in a heavily defended hosti
area, On the first sorties, despite the presence of armed forces known to be hostile, entrenched
in the vieinity, Airman Heokney volunteered to be lowered into the Jungle to search for the
-survivor, He searched until the controlling Search and Resous egency ordered an ewvacuation of the
- resous forces. On the sesond sortie;, Alrman Hackney located the downed pilot, who was hoisted into
.-the helioopter. As the resoue orew departed the area, intense and accurate 37MM flak tore into the
helicopter amidship, causing extensive damage and & reging fire aboard the oraft., With complete
disregard for his own safety, Alrman Hackney fitted hig parachute to the rescued man. In this
moment of impending disaster, Airman Heckney chose to place his responsibility to the survivor abos
‘his own 1ife, The oourageous paramedic located anothep parachute for himself and hagd Just slipped
‘his arms through the harness when s second 37MM round struck the crippled aircraft, sending it out
~.of oontrol. The force of the explosion blew Airman Hackney through the open cargo door and, thougt

-stunned, he managed to deploy the unbuckled parachute and make a suocessful landing. He was later
Feoovered by a companion helicopter,.,."

1

authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
ter F. Hackney for exiraordinary heroism in mili-
C-7A Aircraft Commander near Duc Lap, Republiec
ackney flew two drop passes delivering vitally
ntiaircraft and automatic weapons fire in which

» disabling 1t and causing him to recover at & forward
‘base, Realizing that the defenders of Duc Lap could not survive through the night without resupply
of small arms ammunition, Major Hecknoy obtained & new aircraft and volunteered to reenter this hostile

‘environment in whioh five other aircraft had perished. With tenacious coursge, he delivered his cargo,
‘again sustaining heavy battle damage. "

on 25 August 1968. On that date, Major H




HALL, JAMES H.

wpipgt Lieutenant James H. Hall distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in conneotion.
with military operations against an opposing armed force as an F.4D-Pilot, in Southeast Asia on

8 February 1968. On that date, Lieutenant Hall 1ed two aircraft against onel of the largest,

most important, and most heavily defended airfields in North Vietnam. Despite inclement weather,
Lieutenant Hall descended to extremely low altitude for & visual high-speed run across the airfield.-
Although faced with & barrage of withering antiaircraft artillery fire, Lieutenant Hall resolutely
and skillfully pressed his attack egainst the target, demaging and destroying gseveral alrcraft.on

the ground. When the lead orew was finally forced to ejJeot over hostile territory, Lieutenant:Hall
romained as top cover and directed the rescue effort, which expeditiously recovered the two downed |
airmen., As a result of his aotions, Lieutenant Hall was successful in neutralizing a threat «to Free

World foroes in Southeast Asia...."

HENNING, HAL P.
euthorized by Title 10, Seotion 8742, United

"Phe President of the United States of Amerioea.,
Hal P. Henning for extraordinary heroism in

States Code, awards the Alir Force Cross to Captain
military operations against an opposing armed force as ah F~105 Pilot in Southeast Asia on

27 Ootober 1967. On that date, Captain Henning was the leader of a force of twenty F-105 Thunder-
ohiefs assigned to attack an extremely vital military storage area in the vioinity of Hanol '
Vietnam. En route to the target, his airoraft was extensively damaged by shrapnel from a surface~to-
air missile. Without hesitation and with complete disregard for his own sefety, Captain Henning
continued on to the assigned target with his orippled aircraft. Diving through intense ant}ai;oraft'
fire, delivering his bombs precisely on target, he was successful in heavily damaging the storage

compleXeese'

HICKMAN, VINCENT Jok v ,
sm in connection with

"Captain Vincent J. Hickmen distinguished himself by extraordinary heroi
militery operations against an opposing armed force as an Advisor-Navigator of a B-26B aircraft on.
14 January 196h. On that date, Captein Hickmen voluntarily exposed himself during low level flights
over hidden Viet Cong machine gun installations. Despite heavy machine gun fire, whioh repeatedly .
struck the airoraft, Captain Hickman aggressively continued his efforts to locate and destroy machine

gun installations until the badly damaged alrcraft crashed and burnedees."

HOGGATT, RALPH S.

of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8442, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Lieutenant Colonel Ralph S. Hoggatt for extraordinary
heroism in military operations against an opposing armed force as &n A-1E Skyraider pilot in South-
east Asia on 11 November 1967. On that date, Colonel Hoggatt led a search and resoue force over &
heavily defended troop concentration and supply area on the Ho Chi Minh Trail in an effort to rescue
a downed. pilot. Despite intense and accurate hostile fire which destroyed his wingmen's aircraft

and orippled his own, Colonel Hoggatt, with undaunted determination, indomitable courage, and profes-
sicnal skill, remained in this hostile area alone and unaided, to provide the fire support and oover
necessary to permit the recovery of his wingman from hostile territory in the face of antiaircraft
artillery. Disregarding his personal safety and his heavily damaged aircraft, he remained in the
area for nearly two hours after the recovery of his wingmen in order to direet follow-on rescue forces

to the scene....”

Phe Pregident of the United States

HOPKINS,, JAMES R.

ult, Colonel James R. Hopkins distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism while participating
in serial flight against an opposing armed force in Southeast Asia on 29 June 1966. On that date,
Colonel Hopkins wes mission commander of & large strike force of F-105 Thunderchiefs tasked with
. destroying a large petroleum, 0il, and lubricant storege aree at Henol, North Vietnam. Despite
adverse weather and the most intense and accurate antl-aircraft fire ever encountered over North
Vietnam, inoluding deedly surface-to-air missiles, he led his force in totally destroying this vital

military target..e.”




HORINEK, RAMON A.

"Captain Ramon A. Horinek distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an opposing armed force as a Forward Air Controller with friendly forces
in Southeast Asia from 16 February 1966 to 19 February 1966, During this period, Captain Horinek re-
peatedly exposed himself to hostile fire in directing combat alr support nissions to destroy the
unfriendly forces. He destroyed one entrenched position and took an important prisoner. Captain
Horinek was under constant hostile small arms fire, automatic weapons fire, and morter fire for a!
period of three days. His calm and professional manner of operating was an important stabilizing -
factor in preventing panic among the friendly forces.e.." 5

HUNT, RUSSELL M.

"Sergeant Russell M. Hunt distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in conneotion with
military operations egainst an opposing armed force as a mechanic on a UH-1F helicopter in Southeast
Asia on 31 March 1967. On that date, Sergeant Bunt's airoraft was shot down while participating in
the evaouation of a beleaguered party of American and Allied ground forces. Despite painful injuries
and oontinuous hostile fire, Sergeant Hunt rondered aid to increasing numbers of wounded personnel.
When hostile actlons forcod a movement of the ground party, Sergeant Hunt assisted in ocarrying his
mortally woundzd aircraft commander in an exhausting trek to a designated landing zone. In the
landing area, Sergeant Hunt again exposed himself to the hostile field of fire to give manual landing
direstions to the recovery helicopters, refusing evacuation until all seriously wounded ‘personnel had
been airlifted from the scenc..s."

~ JEANOTTE, ALFRED J. JR. . !

"The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Lieutenant Colonel Alfred J. Jeanotte, Jr., for extraordi-
nary heroism in military operations against an opposing armed force as a C-123 aircraft commander in
Southeast Asia on 12 May 1968. On thet date, Colonel Jeanotte and his crew landed at Kham Duc to
evacuate the last United States personnel prior to abandoning the airfield to hostile forces. 1In
spite of heavy hostile small arms, mortar, and artillery fire, and the fact that the airstrip was
essentially under hostile forces control, Colonel Jeanottc and his crew landed and located these
personnel. Although unsble to complete the pickup due to the location of these personnel and his
inadequate fuel supply, Colonel Jeanotte was able to direct a follow-on aircraft to a pickup point
vwhich allowed a successful evacuation....'"

KENNEDY, LELAND T.

"Captain Leland T. Kennedy distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations egainst an opposing armed force in Southeast Asie on 5 October 1966. On that
date, Captain Kennedy, flying as pilot of an unarmed HH-3E rescue helicopter, proceeded deep into
hostile territory in attempt to rescue two downed American pilots. Disregarding his own safety, he
voluntarily flew through heavy automatic weapons and intense small arms fire to reach the injured
airmen. Captain Kennedy succeeded in rescuing one of the downed Americans; however, heavy ground
fire forced him from the area before he could reach the other one...."

sofeiciokaokoiokok
(First Oak Leaf Cluster)

"Captain Leland T. Kennedy distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with

" military operations against an opposing armed force es an HH-3E Helicopter Pilot in Southeast Asia

on 20 October 1966. On that date, Captain Kennedy successfully recovered six downed Ameriocan
airmen, Despite the intense, accurately directed, hostile fire which damsged his own unarmed
rescue helicopter, Captain Kennedy, with indomitable courage and professional skill, chose to land
next to a disabled companion helicopter and retrieve the crew, plus a previously rescued wounded
F-4C pilot. With undaunted determination, Captain Kennedy, then amid hostile fire, sought and
supocessfully recovered the second downed F-HC pilot...."




" KENT, NACEY JR.
zed by Title 10, Section 8742, United

f the United States of America, authori
rdinary heroism in

Force Cross to Sergeant Nacey Kent, Jr., for extraord
an opposing armed force as an AC-L47 Flight Engineer’“hear Pleiku, Republic

of Vietnam on 5 Mey 1968. On that date, Sergeant Kent and the AC-U47 crew were defending Pleiku Air
Base against a hostile mortar and rocket attack when their aircraft was eritically damaged by & hostile
projectile. Although Sergeant Kent's leg was broken in the ensuing crash, he helped the enlisted crew
to evacuate, reentered the burning aircraft to carry the seriously wounded navigator to safety, and
then entered the aireraft again to aid the other crew members and to fight the fire...." ‘ -

"The President o
States Code, awards the Air
military operations agelinst

'KOELTZOW, PAUL F.
Kooltzow distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in conneotion with military
sing armed force as an F-105 pilot in Southeast Asia on 12 August 1967, On
Jed his force of twenty airoraft against the most heavily defended target
complex in North Vietnam. Hampered by marginal weather, mechanical failures, and heavy and acourate
hostile fire, Major Koeltzow led his force to the target, and elthough his aircraft was dameged by
flak at the start of his bomb run, he overcame tremendous obstacles and continued his attack,
destroylng the target. Despite extensive damage to his airoraft, he engaged a flight of hostile

aireraft and thwarted their impending attack on a crippled F~105,.¢0"

Ma jor Paul F.
operations against an oppo
that date, Major Koeltzow

"LIELMANIS, ATIS K.*

: m gt Lieutenant Atls K. Lielmanis distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connsotion
- with military operatlons against an opposing armed force as an Advisor-Navigetor of & B-26B
aircraft on 24 November 1963. On that date, Lieutenant Lielmanis voluntarily exposed himself
during a low level flight over hi machine gun installations. Their fire badly

damaged the aircraft, and it crashed, jet Cong positions and resulted in
their destruction by cover aircrafteses”

dden Viet Cong
but this revealed the V

LUKASIK, BERNARD F.*

“Captaln Bernard F. Lukasik distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in conneotion with
military operations ageinst an opposing armed force as an Advisor-Pilot of & .28 aircraft on
18 February 1964, On that date, Captain Lukasik provided airpower egainst advanoing Viet Cong

Y had bailed out of his burning

guerrillas who were intent on capturing a Vietnamese airman who
Captain Lukasik continuously flew his aircraft at

airoraft. Despite the danger of hostile gun fire,
extremely low level and remained in the area until he was satisfied that the safety of the downed

alrman was assuredss e’

MADDEN, JOSEPH B.

roism in connectlon with military
r ot Dak To, from 7 November 1967

Mg jor Joseph B. Madden distinguished himself by extraordlnary he
.1 Birddog airoraft in support

operations against an opposing armed force as a Forward Air Controlle

to 11 November 1967. On these dates, Major Madden flew his unarmed C
of friendly forces engaged in defense of their beleaguered fire support base. Despite intense,

acourately directed hostile fire which damaged his aircraft, Major Madden, with undaunted determina-
tlon, indomitable courage, and superior professional skill controlled over one~hundred close air

support sortles that. resulted in the neutralization of a hostile battelion..s."




- MAISEY, REGINALD V. JR.x

rlf“5"The‘PresIdent of the United States of America,
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Captain R
“in‘militgry.operations against an opposing armed force, as

Asla on 31 Januery 1968. on that date, an intense n
massed hostile forces agai

trated at a key bunker pos
west end of the runway to

nst Bien Hoa Air Base. With the
ition on the east end o

the beleaguered bunker

hestile assault. He
rocket took his lirfe. His supr
tion, thus thwarting the westws

MARTIN, DUANE W.%

-~ "l&t Lieutenant Duane We Martin distinguished hims
.- With military operations against an o
. North Vietnam on 20 September 1965,
. hazardous attempted recovery of g d
v 'mostly over hostile conirolled ter
" was located indicated that maximum

sucoessful recovery was to be effacted. Without hesitation

safety, and though exposed to intensive hostile ground fire,
and professional precision in a supreme

courageous action and devotion to duty a

Pposing armed force as

armed force,.,.'"

MARTIN, WILLIAM R.*

"Captain William R. Martin distinguished hi
military operations against an opposi

Martin was leading a flight of two P
of major importange, As they approached the mission area, a
was directed at the unarmed aircraft, With complete disre

reacted immediately and repeatedly flew his aircraft at o
emplacements to divert hostile fire,

the full force of thelr gun emplacements was dire
of.his life, Captein Martin's courage and devoti
trgditions of the American fighting man under att

RX, DONALD L.

"The President of the United States or America,
tates Code," awards the Air Force Cross to Captain D
ary:operations against an o
1etnam, on 12 November 1968
raftand was responsibl
ire. He'repeatedly exp
directed at -the beleaguered force.
0fdivert fire from the friendly for
riendly soldiers...."

+ On that date, Captain Marx was
e for the sare evacuation of friendly
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MASON, LARRY B.

“"Captain Larry B. Mason distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an opposing armed force as aircraft oommander of a B-57 taotical Jet
bomber on 15 March 1966, On that date, while attacking a heavily defended target, Captain Mason's
aireraft was hit repeatedly by 57MM and 37MM shells which set fire %o the right engine and oreated
extreme vibration in the left engine. One shell expleded in the rear cookpit, wounding the
navigator and severing a section of wiring which deprived the crew of most electricel power. Wind,
blasting through a large hole in the fuselage, scattered dirt and debris around the cockpit
temporarily blinding Captain Mason. As he regained his sight, he realized that a sefe ballout
could not be affected because of the wounded navigetor's comdition., With one engine shut down and
the other on fire, and with approximately 30 square feet of surfece missing from the right wing,
Captain Mason, with complote disregard for his own personal safety, attempted the return flight
to his home base. Flight conditions were further hampered by inoperative radios, no hydraulio
pressure or oxygen, severe airplane vibration.... Through outstanding airmanship he piloted the
erippled aircraft to a safe landingesso”

MAYSEY, LARRY W.*

uSergeant Larry W. Maysey distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations agalnst an opposing armed force as an HH-3E Rescue Specialist in Southeast Asia
on 9 November 1967. On that date, Sergeant Maysey attempted the night extraction of a ground
roconnaissance team after his helicopter had been severely dameged. Two other helicopters had been
shot down and & third extensively damaged in previous attempts. During the rescue attempt, Sergeant
Maysey unhesitatingly exposed himself to the hail of hostile fire to assist wounded survivors into
the helicopter. The hostile forces closed in quickly, and as the damaged helicopter departed, it

wes shot downa.e."

MAYWALD, PHILLIP V.

"The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Captain Phillip V. Meywald for extraordinary heroism in
military operations against an opposing armed force as &an 0-2A pilot in Southeast Asia on 21 May 1968.
On that date, Captain Maywald braved an intense and deadly barrage of hostile gunfire for over two
hours while he controlled the successful rescue of a fellow pilot who had been downed by antiaircraft
fire deep within hostile territory. Despite the great personal risk involved to his own life, Captain
Maywald, with undaunted determination, indomitable courage, and professional skill, repeatedly made
low passes over the rescue scene in his 1ight unarmored observation aircraft. At times, he flew within
fifty feet of the hostile forces 4o determine their positions and to deliberately draw their fire on
his aircraft. Due to his courage, persistence, and professional skill the downed pilot was safely

recovered...."

MEHR, RICHARD L.

Mg jor Richard L. Mehr distinguished himself by extreordinary herolsm in connection with military

operations against an opposing armed force in Southeast Asia as an A-1E pilot on 2 and 3 July 1967.
On the 2nd of July, Major Mehr flew through intense hostile fire to provide cover for an F-105
pilot downed in & heavily defended area of North Vietnam, With the onset of darkness and diminishing

fuel, Major Mehr returned to base for minimum rest. He volunteered to coniinue rescue operations

that were set up for the next day and took off at first light. Amidst MIG fighters, deadly misgsiles,
Braving this deadly

antiaircraft fire, and hostile small arms fire, he located the downed pilot.
arsenal that damaged his aircraft, he continued to direct air strikes against the hostile positions
and thereby protected the downed pilot and permitted & helicopter to resoue the pilot from the

areteess'!
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MITCHELL, CARL B.*

"Ma Jor Carl B. Mitohell distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an opposing armed force as an Advisor~Pilot of a B-26B aircraft on
14 January 1964%. On that date, Major Mitchell voluntarily exposed himself and his aircraft during
low level flights over hidden Viet Cong machine gun installetions. Despite- heayy machine gun fire,
which repeatedly struck his aircraft, Major Mitchell aggressively continued his efforts to locate
and destroy the machine gun installations until his badly damaged aircraft crashed and burned...."

MONGILLO, PAUL J.%

'Major Paul J. Mongillo distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an opposing armed force as an F-105 Thunderchief Electronics Warfare
Officer against an isolated vital military target near Hanoi, North Vietnam, on 16 December 1967.

On that date, Major Mongillo braved many concentrations of heavy antiairoraft artillery fire and ]
eighteen surface-to-air missiles as he successfully led his missile suppression flight in diverting
the hostile defenses away from the main strike force., He contributed to the destruction of one’
missile site only three miles from the center of the heavily defended target area and damaged at
least one other missile complex. As a result of his actions, the main strike force suffered no
losses, encountered only four missiles, and suocessfully destroyed this vital military target....”

MoALLISTER, WILLIAM W.*

‘ "Major William W. McAllister distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with ;

- military operations egainst an opposing armed force over the Republic of Vietnam on 9 and 10 March

- 1965, On these dates, aoting as a forward air controller under extremely adverse weather conditions
and at night, he directed numerous air strikes in support of the Vietnamese Marines and their

- three American edvisors. With complete disregard for his own safety, MaJor McAllister sought out
targets ahead of the advancing Marines while under prolonged periods of hostile ground fire at
dangerously low altitudes. Through his personal efforts, two American casualties were evacuated and
the entire Marine unit effectively assisted in obtalning and securing their objectives, He also

flew under extremely hazardous conditions under a' low cellingat night in mountainous terrain in an
effort to assist friendly positions...."

. MoINERNEY, JAMES E., JR.

+ - "Lieutenant Colonel James E. MoInernsy, Jr., distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in
oonnection with military operations against an opposing armed force as leader of & flak suppression
flight near Hanoi, North Vietnam, on 11 August 1967. On that date » Colonel MoInerney suppressed six
aoctive surface-to-air missile sites defending a strategic highway and rallroad pridge. Despite
oonoentrated barrages of antiairoraft fire and three missiles directed against his flight, Colonel
. MoInerney displayed the highest degree of courageous leadership in destroying two missile sites and

foroing the other four into sporadic operation. As a direot result of his actions, the strike force
suffered no losses and imposed extensive damage & this vital target...."”

MoTASNEY, JOHN B.

MCaptain John B. MoTasney distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in conneotion with
military operations against an opposing armed force as Resocue Crew Commandsr of an HH-3E heliocopter
in Southeast Asia on 8 November 1967. On that date, after two helicopters had been shot down in
resoue attempts, Captain MoTasney attempted a night rescovery of surrounded ground forces., With
oomplete disregard for his personal safety, Captain MoTasney established a hover on e steep slope
while under intense hostile fire. He maintained this position and pioked up three survivors before
hostile fire severely damaged his helicopter, maeking it imperative that he depart the area.

Captain MoTasney, demonstrating a high degree of professional skill, proceeded to a forward base and
landed safely despite the loss of one engine during desoent...."
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NAGEL, RICHARD A., JR.

‘with military operations against an opposing armed force as a C-123 pilot at Dau Tieng, Republio of

NORRIS, WILLIAM C. .

“Captaiﬁ Richard A, Nagel, Jr. distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in conneotion . »

Vietnam, on 26 November 1966, On that date, Captain Nagel's eircraft was struck by intense,
accurately directed hostile fire which caused an uncontrollable fire in the’qgggq compartment, ren-
dered the flap system inoperative, and partially disabled the landing gear mechanism. Although j
blinded by smoke and on the verge of collapse from intense heat and fumes, Captain Nagel remalined R
undaunted. As the fire engulfed the cargo compartment, passengers began to orowd the cookpit of
the alroraft hampering his ability to maneuver the aircraft. Demonstrating superb airmanship and a
profound regard for his fellow man, Captain Nagel continued to fly the orippled airoraft and .
exeouted a crash landing....”

NEWMAN, THOMAS A.

"Phe President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8442, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Sergeant Thomas A. Newman for extraordinary heroism in
military operations against an opposing armed force as an HH-3E Helicopter Pararescue Specialist in.
Southeast Asia, on 30 May 1968. On that date, Sergeant Newman voluntarily descended into a hostile
Jungle environment to rescue a downed Air Force pilot. With complete disregard for his own life, and
"hampered by darkness and conocentrated automatic weapons fire, he requested the rescue helicopter
above him to enter a nearby orbit, both for the safety of the crewmembers, and {0 prevent the hover-
ing aircraft from establishing the survivor's location for the unfriendly ground forces. ' When the
resoue helicopter returned, he secured the injured airman to the forest penetrator and protected him
with his own body as they ascended to the helicopter...."

"L ieutenant Colonel William C. Norris distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in ,/
connection with military operatlons against an opposing armed force over North Vietnam on 12 August -
1967, - On that date, Colonel Norris led a strike force of twenty F-105 eircraft agalnst a Koy /
instellation in the North Vietnamese supply line. Skillfully evading surface-to-air missile
launches, he positioned his force for the bomb run. Four MIG-17's. engaged his flight from the
rear. Colonel Norris turned toward the MIG's, drew them awey from -his attack force, eluded them,
and returned to successfully attack the target...."

0LDS, ROBIN

"Colonel Robin O0lds distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism 'in connection with military
operations against an ‘opposing armed force in Southeagt Asia as strike mission commander on -
11 August-1967. On that date, Colonel Olds 1ed his strike force of eight F-iC aircraft against a
key railroad and highway bridge in North Vietnam. Despite intense, accurately direoted fire,
multiple surface-to-alr missile attacks on his force, and continuous harassment by MIG fighters
defending the terget, Colonel 0lds, with undaunted determination, indomitable courage, and
professional skill, led his force through to help destroy this significant bridge. 4s a result
the flow of war materials into chis area was appreciably reduced..s.'

OLSEN, DON P.

"The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United .
States Code, awards the Alir Force Cross to Major Don P. Olsen for extraordinary heroism in military.
operations ag&insf an opposing armed force as Rescue Crew Commander of an HH-3E helicopter in South-
east Asia on 5 October 1968. On that date, Major 0lsen volunteered to attempt the extremely hazardou
extraction of a Special Forces Team after their insertion hellcopter had been shot down and the -team:
surrounded by hostile forces. Despite low cloud cover which. prevented the use of fighter escort, Ma jo
Olsen, with undaunted determination, indomitable courage and professional skill, penetrated. the hostile
area and established a hover adjacent to the burning aircraft. In the face of hostile fire, Major:
Olsen held a prolonged hover and effected the rescue of the two crash survivors and the six surviving

+eam members...."
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O'MARA, OLIVER E.

"Captain Oliver E, 0'Mars distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an opposing armed force on 5 Ootober 1966. On that date, Captain O'Mara,
flying an HH-3E rescue helloopter as Rescue Commander, voluntarily flew into a known area of intense
hostile aoctivity in an effort to rescue a downed American pilot. While under intense small arms and
heavy automatic weapons fire, during which his rescue aircraft received numerous hits, he made

" repeated attempts to reach the downed airman. Only after his aircraft received extensive damage whioh

rendered it incapable of rescue operations, did he withdraw from the area; however, he then directed
another helicopter to the site for a successful pickup....” '

PARR, RALPH S.

"The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Golonel Ralph S. Parr for extracrdinary heroism “in mili-
tary operations against an opposing armed force as an F-UC Aircraft Commander near Khe Sanh, Republic
of Vietnam, on 16 March 1968. On that date, Colonel Parr participated in a flight providing cover
for cargo aircraft. Upon arrival over the target, the forward air controller advised the flight that
the airfield was under heavy attack by hostile mortar positions, which were located a few feet below
a ridge line. Although the target area was covered with dense smoke and haze, Colonel Parr success-
fully destroyed one mortar position on his first pass, ds six well-camouflaged heavy automatic weapons
opened fire on him. Although sustaining severe damage to his aircraft, he pressed his second attack
and destroyed another mortar position. Again, completely disregarding his personal safety and the
withering hostile gun fire, Colonel Parr succeeded in destroying a heavy caliber automatic weapons
position. In between his own passes, his accurate and timely directions to his wingman effectively
insured the accuracy of ordnance delivery in close proximity to the friendly forces. Only after
delivering all of his ordnance at point-blank range in eight consecutive passes did Colonel Parr
terminate his attack. 'By destroying these strategically located weapons, he not only impaired the

hostile force's capability to impede the resupply of Khe Sanh, but also reduced further losses to
friendly ocargo aircraft and crews...." ’

 PITSENBARGER, WILLIAM C.%

. % "AlC William H, Pitsenbarger distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with

-~ military operations against an opposing armed forse near Cam My, Republic of Vietnam on 11 April 1966,
On that date, Airman Pitsenbarger was a rescue and survival speolalist aboard a helicopter engaged in
the evacuation of American casualties in a dense Jungle. With complete disregard for his personal
safety, Airman Pitsenbarger voluntarily rode a rescue hoist more than one~hundred feet to the ground

- and organized and coordinated rescue efforts at the scene. During the rescue operation, he cared for
-and prepared the casualties for evaduation, and insured that the recovery operation continued in a
smooth and orderly fashion. Following the recovery of the ninth casualty, the rescue aircraft
hovering overhead we.s, damaged and disabled by automatio weapon fire, The helicopter was forced to
abandon recovery efforts %o make an emergency landing at a nearby airstrip. Airman Pitgenbarger

" volunteered to remain on the ground and administer medical treatment to the wounded. Shortly after
rescue efforts were interrupted, the ares came under heavy sniper and mortar fire., Airman

Pitsenbarger repeatedly exposed himself to intensive automatic fire while gathering rifles end ammunition

from fallen comrades whioh he passed among the defenders., His bravery and determination in the face of

overwhelming odds are in keeping with the highest standards of performance and traditions of the
American fighting man under attack...." : '
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PRICE, DONALD S.

" rescuing the downed F-UC pilot. He assisted the pilot into a sling and the helicopter departed.

" missiles. Lieutenant Riohter's mission was to destroy or limit fire from these defenses immediately

1imited defensive fire and destroyed this vital railroad facility...."

" military operations against an opposing armed force near Hanoi, North Vieinam, on 5 July 1966.

"Captain Donald S. Price distinguished himself by extraordinary hereism in connection with military
operations against an opposing armed force as Navigator aboard an HU~16B.aireraft, in the Gulf of
Tonkin, offshore of North Vietnam, on 14 March 1966. On that date, Captain Price participated in a
successful rescue of the downed crew of an F.U¢ aircraft, in hostile waters. :As they approached the
area, the downed orew members were sighted. A determination was mede that an open sea landing
would be necessery to effect a successful rescue. A% this time, a force of approximately 25 motorized
sampans were observed heading toward the downed pilots. After a full stall landing was made and while
they were maneuvering toward the nearest survivor, a heavy barrage of hostile. gun fire was directed at:
the aircraft from the nearby sampans. Moments later, the aircraft was struck, exploded, and was almost
immediately engulfed in flames. As the heat from +he fire became intense, the crew was forced to
abandon the aircraft. As Captain Price Jumped into the water, he encountered the P-UC pilot who had
discarded both his life raft and life Jjacket and was struggling to remain afloat. Captain Price towed
the pilot on his back away from the burning aircraft and continued to render assistance while awalting
rescue. Several minutes later, helisopters arrived on the scene and Captain Prige, although in great
pain from multiple wounds received in the explosion, remained in the water to complete his mission of

Captain Price was now the sole survivor in the water and artillery shells began to fall around him,
preventing resoue by another helicopter. As he struggled into a nearby raft, the sampans began
converging on him forcing him to re-enter the water and swim seaward. At this time, two F-lio airoraft.

and a helicopter...effected a successful rescu€.sss’

RICHTER, KARL W.*

tPipst Lieutenant Karl W. Riohter distinguished himself by extraordinary herocism as the leader of
& flight of F-105s on a mission over North Vietnam on 20 April 1967. The target, a very important
railroad facility, was defended by several hundred antiaireraft artillery emplacements and SA-2

before a strike on this facility by fighter bombers. Arriving over the approach to the target, he

found clouds obsouring navigetional references and increasing the danger from unobserved SAM launches.
Despite weather conditions, Lisutenant Richter, with great professional skill and undaunted
determination, led his flight through a barrage of missiles to the target. Braving the heavy concen-
trated fire of the antiaircraft artillery, he positioned his flight and attacked the defenses, causing
heavy damage. As a result of his efforts, the fighter bombers of the main strike force encountered only

ROBINSON, WILLIAM P.

"Ma. Jor Willlam P. Robinson distinguished himself by extracrdinary heroism in connection with

On
that date, Major Robinson, piloting a specially equipped F-105 Thunderchief, led a flight against
hostile SA-2 surface-to-air missile sites which threstened other strike airoraft tasked to destroy a
high priority target. With complete disregard for hls personal safety, Major Robinson responded
professionally in the face of continuous heavy and intense ground fire of all types and attacked four
separate missile complexes. Three of the four sites were completely destroyed, and the remaining site
sustained extensive damage. This courageous and aggressive aotion considerably reduced the missile
threat against the other strike force...."

RONCA, ROBERT F.*

"Mg jor Robert F. Ronca distinguished himself while engaged in military oper&tioqg.iﬁvolving an
opposing armed foroe in Southeast Asia on 19 February 1965. On that date, M jor Bonca led an air
strike on an objective of extreme importance. After aggressively attacking the target on the first
pass, MaJor Ronoa‘s'ainoraft was soverely damaged by the intense ground fire, Realizing the importance
of totally destroying his obJjective, Major Ronca, with complete disregard for his own safety, reassured
his flight that he could continue the mission and did aggressively lead & second atteck. Although his
airoraft was oritically damaged, a determined attack was successfully completed resulting in heavy
damages to the opposing forces before his orippled airoraft crashed into the target aretisess"



ROWAN, "JOHN M.~

."Major John M. Rowan distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with military
operations against an opposing armed force on 19 March 1967. On that date, Major Rowan made United
States Air Force history by successfully leading a flight of three P.105 Thunderchiefs on an,
unprecedented and daring low-level, high-speed attack on a vital thermal -power-plent, deep in North
Vietnam. This tactic of weapons delivery was an original concept formulated and submitted by Ma jor-
Rowan to higher headquarters. Despite extremely hazardous flying conditions consisting of extremely
low clouds and poor visibility, an intense barrage of antiaircraft artillery fire over the target, and
& near mlss by an SA-2 surface-to-air missile, Major Rowan heroically led his flight through rugged .
mountainous terrain to accomplish this highly significant mission...." v

SCHURR, HARRY V.

"Lieutenant Colonel Harry W. Schurr distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection
with military operations against an opposing armed force as commander of a strike force of twenty
F-105 Thunderchiefs against a heavily defended target in North Vietnam on 11 August 1967. On that
date, though intense, accurately directed hostile fire had damaged his aircraft prior to reaching
the target, Colonel Sohurr, with undaunted determination, indomitable courage, and professional
skill, led the strike in a devastating attack against a key railroad and highwaey bridge. One span
was destroyed and others heavily damaged. As a result, the flow of war materials into this area
wes eppreciably reduced...." '

SELLERS, JERRY A.% ;

"Major Jerry A. Sellers distingulshed himself by extraordinary heroism in oconnection with military
operations against an opposing armed force as a Forward Air Controller near Con Thien, Republic of
Vietnam, on 25 December 1967. On that date, Major Sellers, while flying a night reconnaissance
mission, received a call for assistance from a Unlted States ground patrol. This patrol had been
attacked by a superior hostile force and was in imminent danger of being overrun. Weather and
"terraln oconditions made target acquisition virtually impossible. Major Sellers elected to turn on
his lights to locate the target and his airoraft was immediately bracketed by antiaireraft fire.
He then attempted to direct an AC-4% gunship to the area from which fire had been received but the
pilot oould not see the target. Without hesitation and with complete disregard for his own safety,
Mejor Sellers illuminated the target with his landing lights and directed accurate fire into .the
hostile positions. His airoraft was struck by hostile fire ard crashed. By deliberately exposing
himself to the hostile fire, MaJor Sellers enabled the patrol to be withdrawn, ultimately saving
their 1lives by the sacrifice of his oWn...." .

SELLERS, KENNETH H. '

"The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United

States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Captain Kenneth H. Sellers for extraordinary heroism in

. military operations ageinst an opposing armed force as & Forward Air Controller at Nha Trang, Repub-
lioc of Vietnam, on 30 January 1968. On that date, in‘conjunction with the Tet Offensive, a large,
well-equipped hostile force entered the city, intent on overrunning military installations and
releasing a large contingent of hostile captives contained in the local prison. The hostiles' en-
trenched positions prevented reinforcements from reaching the battle areas where friendly.forces were
in dire need of support. Captain Sellers, despite great personal risk from heavy machine gun and
automatic weapons. fire, repeatedly attacked hostile positions in an 0-2 aireraft armed with high
explosive rockets. He systematically silenced three machine gun positions and neutralized two for-
tified hostile companies, thereby preventing the annihilation of beleaguered friendly units...."




SHANNON, FRED

“Captain'Fred Shannon distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with military

! operations against an opposing armed force as an Electronios Warfare Officer in the lead aircraft of
i a flak suppression flight near Hanoi, North Vietnam, on 11 August 1967. On that date, Captain Shannon
r{_ . suppressed six active surface-to-air missile sites defending a strategloc highway and railroad bridge.
! Despite ooncentrated barrages of antiairoraft fire and three missiles directed against his flight,

: Captain Shannon displayed the highest degree of ocourageous leadership in destroying two missile sites
" and in foroing the other four into sporadic operation. As a direct result of his actions, the strike
! force suffered no losses and imposed extensive damage on thils vital target...."

SMITH, ROBERT W. :

"The President of the United States of Americe, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Lieutenant Colonel.Robert W. Smith, for extraordinary
heroism in military operations against an opposing armed force. Colonel Smith distingulshed himself
by extraordinary heroism in conneotion with military operatlons against an opposing armed force as
an F-105 pilot in Southeast Asia on 19 November 1967, On that date, Colonel Smith led a strike force
of twenty F-105 and four F-U4 aircraft to the vicinity of Hanol for the initial strike on an important
military target. Colonel Smith gellantly led his force through a hostlle aircraft attack, an
awesome and extended attack by missiles which downed o airoraft, and into the heavy antiaircraft
defenses to strike orippling blows to the assigned target and to a large gotive surface-to-air
missile site., Colonel Smith never wavered from his goal, and with complete disregard for his life,
displayed great courage.and determined leadership to accomplish an extremely hazardous and difficult
mission.ees™

SMITH, " ROWLAND F‘., JR.

"captain Rowland F, Smith, Jr., distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military . operations against an opposing armed force as a pilot leading a flight of F-105 Thunderchiefs
attaoking & vital military target in the vicinity of Hanoi, North Vietnam, on 27 October 1967. On
thet date, with his alroraft hit and burning, Captain Smith exhibited the highest order of courage
as he continued to fly through intense and asccurate antiaircraft fire to attack and destroy a
hostile surface-to-air missile complex that was threatening a large F-105 strike foroe. With his
airoraft still in flames, he remained in the target area while initiating rescue efforis for his
downed wingmen., Captain Smith then flew his crippled aircraft 300 miles to a sklllful emergency
landinge..."

SMITH, WESTON T.

"The President of the United States of America, authorized by Section 8742, Title 10, United
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Major Weston T. Smith for extraordinary heroism in mili-
tary operations against an opposing armed force near Ben Het, Republic of Vietnam, from 24 February
1969 to 25 February 1969. During this period, Major Smith dlrected close air support against one of
the most heavily defended target complexes in the Republic of Vietnam. Despite intense, accurately
directed hostile fire which damaged his unarmed aircraft, Major Smith was successful in directing
" the neutralization of the opposing force. With complete disregard for his own life, he saved the
‘;lives of many American and allied soldiers and prevented the strategically located friendly position .
from being overrun...."
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* \STEVENS, DONALD D.

"Captain Donald D. Stevens distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with
militery operations against an opposing armed force as a Forward Air Controller in Southeast Asia on
19 August 1967. On that date, Caplain Stevens braved continuous hostile automatic weapons and anti-
aircraft fire for more than eight hours to rescue a wounded American soldier. :.faptain Stevens made
- repeated low passes directly into the heavy hostile fire to locate the wounded man and to direct
gt medical evacuation helicopters to the area. Despite sustaining a hit in his unarmed observation
: aircraft, Captain Stevens persevered in his rescue attempt and finally succeeded in seouring the safe
exxrac}ion of the wounded soldier and the reaction team that had gone to help hime.sa"

STOCKS, BRUCE D.

operations against an opposing armed force as the pilot of an F-105 Thunderchief near Hanoi, North
Vietnam, on 19 November 1967, On that date, MajJor Stocks led a flight assigned to suppress the,
surface-to-air missile threat for a twenty-ship strike force that had been directed to attack a
strategic rail yard at the edge of Hanoi. He delivered his ordnance on the most threatening site and
warned the strike force of imminent SAM attack. Due to his timely warning they were able to evade a
salvo of missiles and depart the target area without battle damage. As Major Stocks: turned to follow
them out, shrapnel from an exploding surface-to-air missile hit his aireraft, wounding him in the
chest and shoulder. When his wingmen was hit seconds later, Major Stocks, in spite of his wounds,

turned back toward the heavily defended target to successfully escort the damaged aircraft to a. safe
~bailout areac..."

TALLEY, JOEL E.

;- "The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
'States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Airman First Class Joel E. Talley for extraordinary hero-
ism in military operations against an opposing armed force as Rescue Specialist on an HH-3E helicop-
ter in Southeast Asia on 2 July 1968. On that date, Airman Talley volunteered to be lowered to the
‘ground from a hovering helicopter into the jungle of North Vietnam to rescue an injured pilot, who
~fhad eJected the previous day. The downed pilot had parachuted into a concentration of North Viet-
‘jnamese'Army regulars who immediately surrounded him and set up gun positions to trap the forthcoming
rescue helicopters. Four rescue attempts were driven off, and a supporting fighter aircraft was
»shot down by the devastating ground fire which encircled the survivor's position. Despite full know-
“ledge of the well laid trap, Airman Talley voluntarily descended to search the Jungle floor. After
;an extensive search he found the helpless survivor, carried him to the rescue device, and signaled
“the helicopter to commence extraction. While Airman Talley and the survivor were being hoisted, a

' fusillade of fire raked the helicopter scoring more than forty hits, forcing the helicopter to exit
"the area, exposing both airmen to hostile fire. The rescue was successfully accomplished....”

. TITUS, ROBERT F. '

~./2’ "Lieutenant Colonel Robert F. Titus distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection
,with.hilltab&foperéxions against an opposing armed force as an F-4C Mission Commander near Hanoi,
ﬁNonth.Viefnam,fon 22 May 1967. On that date, Colonel Titus led his flight into one.of the most
“heavily ‘defended areas of North Vietnam in direct support of F-105 strike aircraft operations.
.Undaunted by accurate flak and five surface-to-air missiles that were launched at his aircraft, he
"repeétédly‘and unhesitatingly engeged numerous MIG-21s in defense of the friendly aircraft. During
‘these aggressive and courageous aerial encounters, Colonel Titus destroyed two MIG-21 aircraft. As
 &.direct result of his tenacity and extreme bravery in the face of great danger, the F-105 force
was able to accomplish its assigned mission...."

-23-

"Me.Jor Bruce D. Stocks distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with military




 TSOUPRAKE, PETER

MMajor Peter Tsouprake distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with military
operations against an opposing armed force near Hanoi, North Vietnam, on 5 July 1966. On that date,
Ma.jor Tsouprake, an F-105F Electronics Warfare Officer ih the lead aircraft of a flight tasked to
support a large strike force, detected hostile surface-to-air missile sites which*threatened the
other strike force. With complete disregard for his personal safety, Major Tsouprake responded

“professionally in the face of continuous heavy and intense ground fire of all types and directed his
pilot in attacks against four separate missile complexes. Three of the four sites were completely
destroyed, and the remaining site sustained extensive damage. This courageous and eggressive
‘action considerably reduced the missile threat against the other strike forcessso®

TURNER, ROBERT E.

f"\""llfla.,jor Robert E. Turner distinguished himself by exiraordinary heroism in connéction-wi‘bh military .
_operations against an opposing armed force as an A-1E pilot in Southeast Asia on & Jaunary 1967. On .
- that date, Major Purner diverted his flight to the immedlate support of a remote but vital outpost
‘being.overrun by hostile ground forces. He descended through 2,500 feet of solld clouds in poorly
~mapped mountainous terrain and made repeated attacks against entrenched hostile forces. In spite of

" intense and acourate automatic weapons fire and repeated hits upon his aircraft, Major Turner

. oontinued his attacks until his ordnance was exhausted and fuel was criticaelly low. His actions

“forced the hostile forces to break off their assault and saved the friendly forces from certain

defeatsss."

WEATHERBY, JACK W.*

. 'NCaptain Jack W. Weatherby distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with

 ‘military operations against an opposing armed force over the Republic of Vietnam on 29 July 1965. On

- that date, Captain Weatherby voluntarily flew an unarmed aircraft at extremely low altitude deep into
hostile territory which was heavily defended, %o photograph & target of vital significance to the
United States Air Porce and Republic of Vietnam Air Force. As he approached the target area, hls
aircraft was severely damaged by accurate ground fire. With complete disregard for his personal
safety, Captein Weatherby elected to press on to the target until his badly damaged eircraft exploded
.and orashed. Captaein Weatherby's courage and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest
traditions of the American fighting man under attack by an opposing armed force...." i

. WHATLEY, WAYNE N.

o "Ma jor Wayne N. Whatley distinguishoed himself by extraordinary herolsm in connection with military -
operations against an opposing armed foroe in Southeast Asia on 30 June 1966. On that date, Major '
Whatley lod a flight of four F-105 aireraft against an extremely heavily defended petroleum, oll and
lubricant storage oomplex in North Vietnam. By exhibiting extraordinary flying ability, leadership
qualities, and personal bravery in the face of intense hostile fire, MajJor Whatley successfully struck
the assigned target, thus contributing greatly to the objectives of his country. Although sustaining
hits on his aircraft, Major Whatley, disregarding his personal safety, steyed with his downed wingman

and directed a successful rescue operationees.

WHITE, ROBERT M.

"Golonel Robert M. White distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in conneoction with military
operations against an opposing armed force as an F-105 Misslon Commander near Hanoi, North Vietnam, on
‘11 August 1967. On that date, Colonel White led the entire combat force against.a key rallroad and
highway bridge in the vicinity of Henoi., In spite of 14 surface-to-alr missile launches, MIG
-4nterceptor attacks, and intense antiaircraft artillery fire, he gallantly led the attack. By being
the first airoraft to dive through the dark clouds of bursting flak, Colonel White set an example
that inspired the remaining attacking force 4o destroy the bridge without a single aircraft being lost

to the hostile gunners...."




_WHITESIDES, RICHARD L.k

.. "Ceptain Riochard L. Whitesides distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in conneation

“with military operations agalnst an opposing armed force as an Advisor-Pilot‘pfuan L~19 aircraft on

- 2l 'November 1963, On that date, while piloting his unprotected aircraft, Captain Whitesides directed
strikes time after time against heavily fortified Viet Cong positions, Despite their clever attempts
at oamouflage, he was able to pinpoint numerous Viet Cong positions and marked them for destruction.
Even after his airoraft was partially disabled, Captain Whitesides remained in the area, and olearly -
pointed out the Viet Cong large gun emplacements, which led to their destruction by cover aiirore.ft.;‘,.."

_'"Captain David H. Williams distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in’connection with
‘military operations against an opposing armed force as the Electronics Warfare Officer for the ,
"leader of an F~105 Thunderchief flight attacking a vital military target in the vieinity of Hanot,
North Vietnam, on 27 October 1967, On that date, with his aircraft hit and burning, Captain

rder of courage as
- complex that
‘was threatening a large F-105 strike force. With his alrcraft still in flames he assisted his
pilet in initiating rescue efforts for & wingman down in the target area. Captain Williams then

oonstantly provided positions as the pilot flew the crippled aircraft 300 miles to a skillful
emergency landing....”

WRIGHT, GARTH 4.
"The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United
esgpode, awards the Air Force Cross to Captain Garth 4. Wright for extraordinary heroism in mili-

ecurity Operations Officer, 35th Security Police
On that date,
hly trained and specialized North Vietnamese
With professionalism, confidence, and extraordinary
and directed & blocking force that broke the attack.
~blank range of a heavily armed Opposing squad concealed in the brush, Captain
st reaction and exceptional skill, saved his men from possible annihilation and
ted the hostile forces from overrunning the base...."

Yy extraordinary heroism in connection with military
L pposing armed force in Southeast Asia as Resoue Crew Commander of an unarmed
; helicopter near Nam Dinh, Despite the knowledge that a
eding rescue ‘force had been ive antlaircraft fire, Major York
ed United States Navy pilot. In
s escort aircraft was hit and forced to

W e Major York del regarded continuous heavy fire from all directions and hovered
over: the. downed pilot until he wes safely hoisted aboard..,."
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