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" AIR FORCE COMBAT UNITS—GROUPS

gayen, Luzon, c. 20 Apr 1945; Ie Shima, 8
Aug 1945; Kimpo, Korea, c. 23 Sep 1945;
Itazuke, Japan, 28 Aug 1948; Ashiya,
Japan, 25 Mar-1 Apr 1949. Minneapolis-
St Paul Intl Aprt, Minn, 18 Aug 1955-.

Commanpers. Lt Col George W Pren-
tice, 21 May 1943; Col Charles H MacDon-
ald, 26 Nov 1943; Lt Col Meryl M Smith,
Aug 1944; Col Charles H MacDonald, 13
Oct 1944; Lt Col John S Loisel, 15 Jul 1945;
Col Henry G Thorne Jr, 18 Apr 1946;
Col Ashley B Packard, 20 Jul 1946; Col
Leland S Stranathan, c. 22 Mar 1947; Col
Carl W Pyle, 7 Jun 1947; Col William O
Moore, 19 Sep 1947; Lt Col Woodrow W
Ramsey, 28 Aug 1948-25 Mar 1949. Col
David Gould, Aug 1955-.

CampaioNs. China Defensive; New
Guinea; Bismarck Archipelago; Western
Pacific; Leyte; Luzon; China Offensive.

Decorations.  Distinguished Unit Cita-
tions: New Guinea, 18 and 21 Aug 1943;
New Guinea, 15 and 17 Oct 1943; Philip-
pine Islands, 25 Oct-25 Dec 1944. Philip-
pine Presidential Unit Citation.

InsioNE.  Shield: Azure, over a cross-
bow or, string argent, bow striped red and
silver; a lightning bolt gules, highlighted
of the third, surmounting the stock; a pair
of wings argent, issuing from the end of
the stock; between four seven-pointed
stars and one five-pointed star, spattered
over the field; all within a diminutive bor-
der per pale argent and gules. Motro: IN
PROELIO GAUDETE—Be Joyful in
Battle. (Approved 26 Nov 1956.)
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476th FIGHTER GROUP

Constituted as 476th Fighter Group on
20 Apr 1943. Assigned to Fourteenth AF.
Activated in China on 19 May 1943 with
no squadrons assigned. Disbanded in
China on 31 Jul 1943.

Reconstituted on 11 Oct 1943, Acti-
vated in the US on 1 Dec 1943. Assigned
to First AF as a replacement training unit.
Disbanded on 1 Apr 1944.

Reconstituted and redesignated 476th
Fighter Group (Air Defense), on 11 Dec
1956. Activated on 8 Feb 1957. As-

signed, without combat squadrons, to Air

Defense Command.

SqQuaDRONS.  453d:
1043-1944.  542d: 1943-1944. . 543d:
1943-1944.

Stations. Kunming, China, 19 May-
31 Jul 1943. Richmond AAB, Va, 1 Dec
1943; Pocatcllo AAFId, Idaho, 26 Mar-1
Apr 1944. Glasgow AFB, Mont, 8 Feb

1957~
Commanpirs.  Unkn.
Campaicns.  Asiatic-Pacific Theater.
Decorations.  None.

InsicNE.  None.

477th COMPOSITE GROUP

Constituted as 477th Bombardment
Group (Medium) on 13 May 1943. Acti-
vated on 1 Jun 1943. Assigned to Third
AF. Trained with B-26 aircraft.
vated on 25 Aug 1043.

Inacti-

1943-1944.  S415¢:
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Activated on 15 Jan 1944. Assigned to
First AF. Trained with B-25’s. Redes-
ignated 477th Composite Group in Jun
1945. Equipped with B-25’s and P-47's.
Inactivated on 1 Jul 1947.

Squabrons. g9tk Fighter: 1945-1947.
6162 Bombardment: 1943; 1944-1945.
“617th Bombardment: 1043; 1944-1947.
618th Bombardment: 1943; 1944-1945.

619th Bombardment: 1943; 1944-1945.

Stations. MacDill Field, Fla, 1 Jun-
25 Aug 1943. Selfridge Field, Mich, 15
Jan 1944; Godman Field, Ky, 6 May 1944;
Lockbourne AAB, Ohio, 13 Mar 1946-1
Jul 1947.

Commanpers. Lt Col Andrew O
Lerche, 1943. Col Robert R Selway Jr, 21

Jan 1944; Col Benjamin O Davis Jr, 21

Jun 1945-1 Jul 1947.
Campraicns. American Theater.
DecoraTions. None.

InsioNe.  None.

478th FIGHTER GROUP

Constituted as 478th Fighter Group
on 12 Oct 1943. Activated on 1 Dec 1943.
Assigned to Fourth AF. After a delay
in obtaining personnel and equipment, the
group began operations in Mar 1944 as a
replacement training unit, using P-39 air-
craft.  Disbanded on 31 Mar 1944.

Reconstituted and redesignated 478th
Fighter Group (Air Defense), on 11 Dec
1956. Activated on 8 Feb 1957, Assigned
to Air Defense Command.

AIR FORCE COMBAT UNITS OF WORLD WAR II

SQuADRONS. 18th: 1957-. 454th: 1043
1944.  S44th: 1943-1044.  545th: 1943-
1944. 546th: 1943-1944.

Stations. Hamilton Field, Calif, 1 Dec
1943; Santa Rosa AAFld, Calif, 12 Dec
1943; Redmond AAFld, Ore, 3 Feb-31
Mar 1944. Grand Forks AFB, ND, 8
Feb 1957-.

Commanpers. Col John W Weltman, 7
Dec 1943; Lt Col Ernest C Young, 31
Jan-31 Mar 1944. Unkn, 1957.

Camraicns. None.,

DecoraTions. None.

InsicNe. None.

479th ANTISUBMARINE
GROUP

Constituted as 479th Antisubmarine
Group on 1 Jul 1943 and activated in Eng-
land on 8 Jul. Assigned to AAF Anti-'
submarine Command. Began operations
with B-24 aircraft on 13 Jul. The 479th’s
most effective antisubmarine patrols were
in the Bay of Biscay from 18 Jul to 2 Aug

1943, the period in which the group made

nearly all of its attacks on enemy U-boats.’
After that time the enemy avoided surfac-
ing during daylight and adopted a policy
of evasion, but the group continued its
patrols, often engaging enemy aircraft in
combat. Ended operations in Oct 1943.
Disbanded in England on 11 Nov 1943.

SquADRONS.  g2h: 1043.  6th: 1943.
19th: 1943. 22d: 1043.

Stations. St Eval, England, 8 Jul 1943;
Dunkeswell, England, 6 Aug 1943; Pod-
ington, England, Nov-11 Nov 1943.




| SQUADRONS

XXXIIT Corps and American sth Divi-
sion, 19 Jul-26 Aug 1918. Antisubmarine
patrols, and reconnaissance of Vichy
French fleet at Martinique, Dec
1941-Oct 1942. Unmanned, Nov 1942—
Feb 1943. Trained cadres for bom-
bardment units, Feb 1943-Feb 1944.
Combat in Western Pacific, 25 Jan-15
Aug 1945. Unmanned, Apr 1g47-20 Oct
1948.

SERVICE STREAMERS. None.

CampaicNs. World War I: Lorraine;
Alsace; St Mihiel; Meuse-Argonne.
World War II: Antisubmarine, Ameri-
. can Theater; Air Offensive, Japan;
Eastern Mandates; Western Pacific.

DEecoraTions. Distinguished Unit Ci-
tations: Kawasaki, Japan, 15/16 Apr
1945; Japan, 1328 May 1945. Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award: 1 Jan 1957-31
| Jan 1958.

EmsLEM. The buffalo, red lined with
blue. (Approved 4 Mar 1924 from
- World War I emblem.)

99th FIGHTER

Lineace. Constituted ggth Pursuit
' Squadron on 19 Mar 1941. Activated on
22 Mar 1941. Redesignated ggth Fighter
Squadron on 15 May 1942. Inactivated
on 1 Jul 1949.

AssicNMENTs. Army Air Corps, 22
Mar 1941; Technical Training Com-
mand; 26 Mar 1941; Southeast Air Corps

1329

(later Southeast Army Air Forces)
Training Center, 5 Nov 1g41 (attached
to IIT Fighter Command, 19 Aug 1942);
Twelfth Air Force, 24 Apr 1943; XII Air
Support (later Tactical Air) Command,
28 May 1943 (attached to 33d Fighter
Group, 29 May 1943; 324th Fighter
Group, c. 29 Jun 1943; 33d Fighter
Group, 19 Jul 1943; 79th Fighter Group,
16 Oct 1943; 324th Fighter Group, 1
Apr-6 Jun 1944); 332d Fighter Group, 1
May 1944 (attached to 86th Fighter

Group, 11-30 Jun 1944 ); 477th Compos- -

ite Group, 22 Jun 1g945; 332d Fighter
Group, 1 Jul 1947-1 Jul 1949.

Stations. Chanute Field, IIl, 22 Mar
1941; Maxwell Field, Ala, 5 Nov 1941;
Tuskegee, Ala, 10 Nov 1941-2 Apr 1943;
Casablanca, French Morocco, 24 Apr
1943; Oued Nja, French Morocco, 29
Apr 1943; Fardjouna, Tunisia, 7 Jun
1943; Licata, Sicily, 28 Jul 1943; Ter-
mini, Sicily, 4 Sep 1943; Barcellona,
Sicily, 17 Sep 1943: Foggia, Italy, 17
Oct 1943: Madna, Italy, 22 Nov 1943;
Capodichino, Italy, 16 Jan 1944; Cer-
cola, Italy, 2 Apr 1944; Pignataro, Italy,
10 May 1944; Ciampino, Italy, 11 Jun
1944; Orbetello, Italy, 17 Jun 1944; Ram-
itelli, Italy, 6 Jul 1944; Cattolica, Italy,
c. 5 May 1945 Godman Field, Ky, 22
Jun 1945; Lockbourne AAB, Ohio, 13
Mar 1946-1 Jul 1949.

AmcrarT. P-40, 1943-1944; P-39,
1944; P-51, 1944-1945, P-47, 1944,
1945-1949-

Orerations. Combat in MTO and

ETO, 2 Jun 1943-30 Apr 1945.

SErvICE STREAMERS. American Thea-
ter.

Camraicns.  Sicily;  Naples-Foggia;
Anzio; Rome-Arno; Normandy; North-
ern France; Southern France; North
Apennines; Rhineland; Central Europe;
Po Valley; Air Combat, EAME Theater.

DEecoraTions, Distinguished Unit Ci-
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tations: [Sicily, Jun-Jul] 1943; Cassino,
12-14 May 1944; Germany, 24 Mar
1945.

EmBLEM. Over and through a me-
dium blue disc, border of nine golden
orange segments fimbriated of the field,
issuing out of sinister chief toward dex-
ter base a golden orange winged pan-
ther in striking position, proper, be-
tween four yellow stars in dexter chief
and five like stars in sinister base. (Ap-
proved 24 Jun 1944.)

99th TROOP CARRIER
Lineack. Constituted ggth Troop Car-
rier Squadron on 25 May 1943

Activated on 1 Aug 1943. Inactivated on
27 Mar 1946. Redesignated ggth Troop
Carrier Squadron (Medium) on 10 May
1949. Activated in the reserve on 27 Jun
1949. Ordered to active service on 10
Mar 1951. Inactivated on 14 Mar 1951.

ASSIGNMENTS. 441st Troop Carrier
Group, 1 Aug 1943; 27th Air Transport
Group, 27 Aug 1945; United States Air
Forces in Europe, 25 Sep 1945; Conti-
nental Air Forces (later Strategic Air
Command), 15 Feb-27 Mar 1946. 4415t
Troop Carrier Group, 27 Jun 1949-14
Mar 1951.

Stations. Sedalia AAFld, Mo, 1 Aug
1943; Camp Mackall, NC, 18 Jan 1944;
Baer Field, Ind, 22-29 Feb 1944; Lan-
gar, England, 17 Mar 1944; Merryfield,
England, 25 Apr 1944 (operated from
Grosseto, Italy, 18 Jul-24 Aug 1044);
Villeneuve/Vertus, France, 8 Sep 1944;
St Marceau, France, 1 Oct 1944; Dreux,
France, 4 Nov 1944; Villacoublay,
France, Sep 1945; Wieshaden, Germany,
Oct 1945-15 Feb 1946; Bolling Field,
DC, 15 Feb-27 Mar 1946. Chicago-Or-
chard Aprt, 1lI, 27 Jun 1949-14 Mar
1951.

COMBAT SQUADRONS OF THE AIR FORCE—WORLD WAR I

AIRCRAFT. Principally C-47, 1943-
1946. i
OperaTiONs. Included airborne as-
saults on Normandy, Southern France,
Holland, and Germany; relief of Bas-
togne; aerial transportation in ETO and
MTO, during World War II.

SERVICE STREAMERS. None. .

Campaions. Rome-Amno; Normandy;
Northern France; Southern France;
Rhineland; Ardennes-Alsace; Central
Europe. :

DecoraTions. Distinguished Unit Ci
tation: France, [6—7] Jun 1944.

EmBLEM. None.

100th BOMBARDMENT

i
3
|
i
|
|
[
|

LiNeAaGE. Organized as 106th Aero
Squadron on 27 Aug 1917. Redesignated
8ooth Aero Squadron on 1 Feb 1018
Demobilized: A and B flights on 8 May
1919, C flight on 2 Jul 1g19. Reconsti-
tuted and consolidated (1936) with
135th Squadron which, having been al-
lotted to NG, was organized on 21 Jan
1922. Redesignated: 135th Observation
Squadron on 25 Jan 1923; 114th Obser-
vation Squadron on 1 May 1923; 106th
Observation Squadron on 16 Jan 1g24.
Ordered to active service on 25 Nov
1940. Redesignated: 106th Observation
Squadron (Medium) on 13 Jan 1g42;
106th Observation Squadron on 4 Jul

!
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AIRCRAFT, B-17, 1943-1945. F-86,
1954-1955; F-84, 1954-1957; F-100,
1957-

OrerATIONS. Combat in ETO, 26 Nov
1943~20 Apr 1945.

SERVICE STREAMERS. None.

Campaicns. Air  Offensive, Europe;
Normandy; Northern France; Rhine-
land; Ardennes-Alsace; Central Europe;
Air Combat, EAME Theater.

DecoraTions. Distinguished Unit Ci-
tations: Germany, 11 Jan 1944;
Germany, 20 Feb 1944. Air Force Out-
standing Unit Award: 1 Jan-31 Dec
1963.

EnssLem, Over and through a medi-
um blue disc, wide border light tur-
quoise blue, piped white, a winged
horseshoe gold with a light green aerial
bomb crossing behind the sinister heel
and in front of dexter heel, all sur-
mounted by the face and head of a red
devil, with highlight and shadow. (Ap-
proved 15 Nov 1943.)

615th BOMBARDMENT

Lineace. Constituted 615th Bombard-
ment Squadron (Heavy) on 20 Mar
1943. Activated on 1 Apr 1943. Inacti-
vated on 28 Aug 1g94s. Redesignated
615th Bombardment Squadron (Very
Heavy) on 27 Dec 1946. Activated in
the reserve on 10 Jan 1947. Inactivated
on 27 Jun 1949. Redesignated 615th

|
!
i
|

COMBAT SQUADRONS OF THE AIR FORCE—WORLI?:WARI

Fighter-Bomber Squadron on, 30 Au
1957. Activated on 25 Sep 1g57. Rede
ignated 615th Tactical Fighter Squad
ron on 1 Jul 1g58. ! |
ASSIGNMENTS.  401st  Bombardmen
Group, 1 Apr 1943-28 Aug 1945. Tent!
Air Force, 10 Jan 1947; 4015t Bombard
ment Group, 30 Sep 1947-27 Jun 194¢
qo1st  Fighter-Bomber (later . Tactica
Fighter) Wing, 25 Sep 1957~ |
StaTions. Ephrata AAB, Wash, 1 Ap
1943; Geiger Field, Wash, 4 Jun 1943
Great Falls AAB, Mont, 8 Jul-1g Oc:
1943; Deenethorpe, England, 4 No
1943-20 Jun 1945; Sioux Falls AAB, SD
c. 1-28 Aug 1945. Brooks Field, Tex; 1¢
Jan 1947-27 Jun 1949. England AFB
La, 25 Sep 1957-. ' !
AIRCRAFT. B-17, 1943-1945 F-100.
1957~ : |
OpEraTIONS. Combat in ETO, 26 Nov
1943-20 Apr 1945. i
SERVICE STREAMERS. None.
CAMPAIGNS. Air Offensive, Europe;
Normandy; Northern France; Rhine-
land; Ardennes-Alsace; Central Europe;
Air Combat, EAME Theater.
DecoraTions. Distinguished Unit Ci-
tations: Germany, 11 Jan 1g44; Ger-
many, 20 Feb 1944. Air Force Outstand-
ing Unit Award: 1 Jan-g1 Dec'1963. | .
EMBLEM. A gray quadrangle within a
wide border per bend green and red; a
ferocious stalking black leopard, high-
lighted gray, issuing from chief and ex-
tending over the border in base, his eyes
green, teeth white and tongue red, his
tail appearing above the border in chief.
Motto: PRESS ON. (Approved 17 Nov
1958.) *

|
616th BOMBARDMENT g

LiNeace. Constituted 616th Bombard-
ment Squadron (Medium) on 13 May

1943. Activated on 1 Jun 1g43. Inacti-

|
B
|



vated on 25 Aug 1943. Activated on 15
Jan 1944. Inactivated on 22 Jun 194s.
ASSIGNMENTs.  477th  Bombardment
Group, 1 Jun-25 Aug 1g943. 477th Bom-
bardment Group, 15 Jan 1944-22 Jun

| 1945.

Sﬁ@;ﬂons. MacDill Field, Fla, 1
Junieg Aug 1943. Selfridge Field, Mich,

|

15 Jah 1944; Godman Field, Ky, 6 May

| 1944; Sturgis AAFId, Ky, 19 Jun 1944;

- Godman Field, Ky, 20 Jul 1944; Free-

‘man Field, Ind, 5 Mar 1945, Godman

| Field, Ky, 27 Apr—22 Jun 1945,
AIRCRAFT. B-26, 1943. B-2s, 1944~

1945

. OperaTiONs. Training, Jun-Aug 1943,

-and Jan 1944-Jun 194s5.

. SERVICE STREAMERs. American Thea-

P
i
I
i

) ter.

i CampaicNs. None.

. DkcoraTions. None.

- EmsrLeEm. On a light turquoise blue
diamond, bordered dark blue, a carica-
tured wolf in red flight suit and helmet,
seated in cockpit of dark blue carica-
tured aircraft, with wings, tail fin, and
propeller hub yellow orange, dropping a
large dark blue aerial bomb, with red
nose and tail fin, from open bomb bay
doors, all emitting white speed lines to
rear. (Approved 14 Aug 1944.)

| 617th BOMBARDMENT

Lineace. Constituted 617th Bombard-
ment; Squadron (Medium) on 13 May
! ‘ )
|
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1943. Activated on 1 Jun 1943. Inacti-
vated on 25 Aug 1943. Activated on 15
Apr 1944. Inactivated on 1 Jul 1947.

AsSIGNMENTS.  477th  Bombardment
Gronp, 1 Jun-25 Aug 1943. 477th Bom-
bardment (later Composite) Group, 15
Apr 1944-1 Jul 1947.

Stamions. MacDill Field, Fla, 1
Jun-25 Aug 1943. Selfridge Field, Mich,
15 Apr 1944; Godman Field, Ky, 6 May
1944; Sturgis AAFId, Ky, 22 Jul 1944;
Godman Field, Ky, 23 Aug 1944; Free-
man Field, Ind, 6 Mar 1945, Godman
Field, Ky, 26 Apr 1945, Lockbourne
AAB, Ohio, 13 Mar 1946-1 Jul 1947.

AIRCRAFT. B-26, 1943. B-25, 1944~
1947.

OrERATIONS. Training, Jun-Aug 1943,
and Apr 1944-Jul 1947.

SERVICE STREAMERs. American Thea-
ter.

Campaicns. None.

DecoraTions. None.,

EmsLem. On a light turquoise blue
triangle, point to base, bordered dark
blue on base leg, and on sides terminat-
ing in apex triparted red, white, and
blue, a dark blue plan view, silhouette,
B-25 aircraft in center chief point, over
three red aerial bombs, trimmed dark
blue, falling toward base point, in
perspective. (Approved 18 Aug 1944.)

618th BOMBARDMENT

Lineace. Constituted 618th Bombard-
ment Squadron (Medium) on 13 May
1943. Activated on 1 Jun 1943. Inacti-




July 2, 1943.

First Lt. Charles B. Hall was on
his eighth combat mission, tlying a
P-40 Warhawk Irom his base at
Cape Bon, Morrocco. He and other
members of the 99th Fighter
Squadron were escorting medium
pombers to the coast of Sicily

Over the target area. the

bombers began to unload
Throngh the elouds of smoke and

It was their country, tco
they fought segregated to

defend it. Tll

black chunks of antiaircraft fire,
enemy fighters came up to attack.

The American P-40s quickly
broke formation to meet the rush of
German Focke-Wulf 190s.

It was the first time | had seen
the enainy close enough to shoot
i b Hall later told a war
comespondent. T saw two
Fooke-Walts tollowing the
Bamibiors st after the bombs were

dropped. | headed for the space
petween the fighters and bombers
and managed to turn inside the
‘Jerries.' | fired a long burst and
saw my tracers penetrate the
second aircraft. He was turning ¢
the left, but suddenly fell off an!
headed straight into the grount
followed tum down and saw hu
crash.’

Thousands of other highter pr 8

T

Could tell si
accomptlish
One reason:
first of his .
€nemy airct
would not &

How Hall
oth-rs came
ali-m:ack 9¢
NG the 33!
Story few re

Jﬂh!l.’lru 10T

177



Jar stories, but Hall's
ent was unique for
e was black, and the
‘e to shoot down an
't in World War Il. He
the last.

/ho died in 1971, and
o be members of the
- FS—later absorbed
Fighter Group—is a
ember

by SMSgt. HAROLD NEWCOMB

=

Keeping alive that memory of
battles fought in the air and on the
ground against smothering
prejudice is a group of veterans
called the “Tuskegee Airmen.”

“You'd be surprised how little is
known about what blacks did in
aviation during the Second World
War. " said Dr Eugene Richardson,
president of the Philadelphia
chapter of the 500-member

W i

association. Dr. Richardson,
speaking at the fifth annual
convention of the group in
Philadelphia last summer, listed
some accomplishments of the 99th
and 332d during the war:

e Destroyed 409 enemy aircraft.

e Flew 15,553 sorties on 1,578
MISS1IONS

e [Fiew 200 missions as heavy
bomber escorts into Germany,

25




without losing a single bomber to
enemy aircraft.

e Flew more different types of
fighter aircraft in combat than any
other fighter unit in World War Il

e Was the only fighter unit to
sink a German destroyer.

e Won numerous battle honors,
including a Distinguished Unit
Citation. —_

But while the war record of black
airmen is enviable, most of the
surviving veterans felt their major
battle was just getting the
opportunity to tight.

Although War Department policy
from the beginning of the Army’s
expansion in 1939 required that all
services receive black troops in

numbers proportionate to the
percentage of American blacks of
military age, the Army Air Force
never met that percentage.

Based on the percentage of
blacks registered for the draft, the
proportion, set in October 1940.
should have been 10.6 percent.
But blacks never accounted for
more than 6 percent in the
AAF—fewer than 150.000 of the
nearly 2.5 million men on the rolls
of the AAF at its peak in the war

Like the rest of the Army. the AAF
followed a poticy of empioying
blacks in segregated units,
commanded “wherever possible’
by biack ofticers. Most blacks in
the AAF were assigned to some
kind of support or service

unit—gquartermaster truck
companies, chemical depot
companies, air cargo resupply
squadrons, and aviation
squadrons.

“In 1934 | wrote the Army
inquiring about flight training,”
recalled Robert H. Daniels, Jr.,
now in New York. "l received a
one-paragraph reply that said, ‘At
present there are no facilities for
training colored men in our
service’ Fewer than 10 years later |
had a commission as a second
lieutenant and the wings of a
pilot.”

From the time Daniels had
written his ietter until he received
his commission, many

destined to become the first black
general in the Air Force. Other
cadets followed, including Gen.
Danie! “Chappie” James, now
Commander-in-Chief, North
American Air Defense Command
and Aerospace Defense
Command.

The training was tough; less than
half of the first class graduated.
But the training wasn't the only
problem the black airmen had to
contend with.

“Everything was segregated i-
those days,” remembered Ken
White, 55, now with the FAA in
Minneapolis. White was washed
out of flight training the day before
graduation but remained at

people—black and white—had
campaigned for the establishment
of pilot training programs for
biacks. Finally, with the support of
people like Senator Harry S.
Truman and Judge William Hastie,
a program was established that
culminated in the activation of the
Tuskegee Army Air Field (TAAF) at
Tuskegee Institute, near
Montgomery. Ala. its mission was
training black pilots to be used in
an all-black pursuit group.

Twelve cadets and one student
officer began flight training at
Tuskegee in July 1941. The officer
was Capt. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.,
a 1834 West Point graduate and
son of the only black general in the
Army. The younger Davis was

ABOVE: Graduation of the 99th
Pursuit Squadron Air Mechanics class,
Chanute Field, lll., 1941.

TOP RIGHT: Members of the 332d
Fighter Group felt close to their
aircraft. SSgt. James Johnson named
this P-51 Mustang after his wife.
CENTER: Six P-51s of the 332d FG
buzz their home base in Italy. Wing
tanks gave the fighters the long range
capability they needed when escorting
heavy bombers.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Black navigation
cadets learned their trade in
segregated units at Hondo Army Air
Field, Tex.

AIRMAN

January 1977
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Tuskegee as an enlisted ground
instructor.

“You had to think segregated, to
put your mind in that frame of
reference. When we rode on a
troop train, the shades were drawn.
When we were on a post with
whites, we ate and slept separately
from them.”

Off post, things were just as
bad—back door service or no
service at all at many
estabiishments. Beatings and
jailings for crossing the “color
line’’ were commaon.

“There was a period there,” said
Samuel L. Pickens, 57, who served
as the physical fitness officer at
TAAF, “that unless an enlisted man

LD R

lived in Montgomery, you did not
allow him to go there on pass. It
was too dangerous.”

Why, then, were these people in
uniform? Most of them were
college graduates who, because
of the quota restrictions on blacks,
could have avoided military
service altogether.

“My feeling was,” said Pickens,
“that when this war started, | was
going in as a volunteer. But by the
same token, when it was over,
nobody was going to tell me ]
couldn't have this job or that job
because | was black. | wanted to
do my bit so that no one could say |
had not contributed.”

Pickens' feelings were echoed
by Robert Campbell, 71, who
retired from the Air Force in 1948.
He had spent 14 years in the
cavalry as an enlisted man and six
years as a communications officer.

“| used to see people with
degrees working as pullman
porters in San Francisco,” said
Campbell. “I told my dad | didn't
see any sense in going to school if
that was going to happen. But he
told me | had too much of an
investment in America to claim any
other nationality. As bad as things
were, we had a job ahead of us to
make it better, and the only way we
could do that was to contribute.
Later, when | said the same thing
to young fellows, they branded me
an Uncle Tom because | said this
is my country. What the hell! Thisis
my country.”

While the pilots were training at
Tuskegee, the ground crews forthe
proposed fighter squadron were
training at Chanute Field, HL. Most
of the future aviation mechanics
and related specialists came from
black colleges. One of those who
trained at Chanute was Thomas L.
Washington, now a 61-year-oid
retired chief master sergeant. He's
an education specialist with the
Michigan Department of
Education.

“| heard in March 1941 that the
AAF was forming an all-black
pursuit squadron and that they
were training aircraft mechanics
up at Chanute,” said Washington.
“After considerable run-around |

27




finally found out where to go and
what to do. | got to Chanute in
April.

“They opened up an area that
hadn't been used since World War
| We had to go in and cut down
weeds, scrub barracks, setup a
mess hall, and establish our own
squadron area. We were
segregated from the white
students right from the beginning.
When we first got to Chanute, we
couldn't even go to the post
theater. When they finally did open
it up to us, we could only goina
formation and sitin a designated
area. Even the post hospital was
segregated. When you went on
sick call, they had thermometers

ERELETCIT 5L

Cpl. Gray Washington arms a P-40
at Oscoda Army Air Base, Mich.

for whites and separate
thermometers for blacks.”

After Washington and the rest of
the original class graduated in
October 1941, they were loaded on
a troop train and taken to Maxwell
Field, Ala. Barracks and other
facilities had not yet been
completed at Tuskegee. SO
Washington and more than 200
other ground crewmen were
placed in tents in a segregated
area at Maxwell and assigned
work details.

“We built the pistol range and
the rifle range, and set up
bleachers in the post gym for
avents we weren't allowed to
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attend,” recalled Washington. “l
swept the street from the main gate
to the PX. Everybody thought we
were prisoners.”

Finally, in January 1942, the
ground crews joined the pilots in
training at Tuskegee and began
preparing the 99th Pursuit (later
Fighter) Squadron for combat.

After more than a year of
intensive training, the squadron,
now commanded by Lieutenant
Colonel Davis, boarded a transport
ship in New York on April 15, 1943.
Nine days later, they entered
Casablanca harbor.

From North Africa the 99th
supported the invasion of Sicily,
escorting medium bombers that

CMSgt. (Ret) Thomas Washington search
a photo display at the Tuskegee Airmen co

peppered coastal batteries and
enemy installations. The fighters
also strafed enemy airfields and
dive-bombed supply centers and
communication lines. Later the unit
moved to Sicily to support the
italian invasion. By September
1043 the squadron was operating
from a base in ltaly.

Attached to a number of white
fighter groups, the 99th provided
tactical support to ground troops
by dive-bombing and strafing rail
yards, troop concentrations,
highways. bridges, ports, and
supply centers. They also
challenged the Luftwaffe in the air,
and by February 1944 had

accounted for 17 destroyed aircraft
confirmed, four probables, and six
damaged.

In August 1943 Colonel Davis
had returned to the states to
assume command of the newly
formed 332d Fighter Group, then
training at Selfridge Field, Mich.
Composed of the 100th, 301st, and
302d Fighter Squadrons, the group
had been activated—on paper—in
October 1942 at Tuskegee. After
transferring to Selfridge the
following March, the group began
training for its combat role
overseas.

in January 1943 the group was
sent to Camp Patrick Henry, Va.,
there to board ship for Italy. But

es for familiar faces in

nvention in Philadelphia.

even here, on the eve of their
departure for the war zone, the
black airmen found discrimination.
Their memories of the states as
they went into combat were not
happy ones.

“When we arrived at the cam{
we found everything on the post
segregated,” recalled Dr. (Col.)
Vance Marchbanks, group flight
surgeon, who retired from the Air
Force in 1964 after 33 years active
service. “In the post theater they
had a section roped off for us to sit
in. including Colonel Davis. The
men were disturbed and they h: 4
been issued live ammunition. T
prevent any killings, they hadto 2
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later the group picked up the
additional mission of providing
escort for bombers striking enemy
oil and industrial targets in central
Europe and the Balkans. In July the
group was joined by the 99th, by
now a unit of hardened veterans.
“Assigning the 99th made us a
pastard outfit,” said retired Col.
Edward Gleed, 60, who served as
the group’s operations officer.
“you were only supposed to have
three squadrons in a group, but
with the 99th we had four. And they
weren’t too happy at first about
being tumped in with a bunch of
‘greenies.’ By that time they had
pretty much made a name for
themselves.” Nonetheless, War

n gets an assist from his crew chief, SSgt. Alfred Morris,
\. ABOVE: Brig. Gen. William Brown, Commander. of the
3 AFB, Md., discusses World War Il air combat tactics
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Department policy on segregation
had not changed, even if it
sometimes resulted in
organizational nonsense.

Not only were blacks
segregated tactically, but they
were also segregated socially.

“We had our own base and our
own rest camp,” recalled William
Dean. “Wherever we were
assigned in ltaly, we were
separated from the whites.
Sometimes we would go into an
area where whites had been before
and find they had spread
propaganda among the ltalians

about blacks. Some of the ltalians
would walk around us to see if we
had tails, because they had been
told we had.”

Despite being isolated from the
rest of the Army Air Forces, the
332d continued to take its toll of
the enemy in the air and on the
ground. But not without losses of
its own. A number of the group’s
members were shot down and
some became prisoners of war.
Three of the black POWs were
Lioyd Hathcock, Alexander
Jefferson, and Robert Daniels.

Hathcock, 56, now retired as a
civil service employee with the Air
Force, was shot down near Rome
by German groundfire while
ferrying a P-47 Thunderbolt from

& Montecorvino to a new base at

& Ramitelli. Jefterson and Roberts

£ were knocked down by antiaircraft

§ fire while attacking German radar

“éstations near Toulon Harbor on the

€ southern coast of France. '

= Jefferson, 55, is now an assistant

2 elementary school principal in

& Detroit and Daniels is with the
FAA in New York.

Hathcock, shot down in June
1944, recalled some of the early
treatment he received as a POW
while en route to a permanent
camp.

“They never turned out the light
in the cell | was in, and the bulb
must have been 350 watts. You
couldn't sleep. We had two latrine
calls a day and the food was
bariey soup of the worst kind,
some bread, and lukewarm coffee
made out of wood or something. I'll
never forget D-Day, although |
didn’t know that's what it was then.
| was taken to see the interrogation
officer and he showed me on his
war map where ‘an insignificant
penetration of your troops has
occurred today."”

Eventually Hathcock was taken
to Stalag Luft Ill, 80 miles
southeast of Berlin near the Polish
border.

“My acceptance by the white
prisoners at first was a little
shaky,” he remembered. “Some
who had been imprisoned for a
while were amazed to see a black
man with wings. They thought that
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if the U.S. had gotten around to
training black pilots, we must have
been losing the war; that this was
the last-ditch effort. But the
pbomber crews we had been
escorting welcomed me with open
arms.”

The camp was divided into five
sections with approximately 2,000
Allied prisoners in each section.
When Jefferson and Daniels
arrived at the camp, they were
placed in a different section from
Hathcock.

“We lived 10 men to a room
about 16-by-16 feet,” said
Jefferson. “We did our own
cooking and made most of our pots
and pans from cans received in
Red Cross parcels. Most of my
roommates were southerners, but
they treated me as one of them.
The Germans never treated me any
differently than they did any other
officer prisoner.”

“| was treated like a brother from
the time | got there,” said Daniels.
“Every new arrival came in broke
and empty-handed, and we shared
what we had with each other.”

There was no opportunity to
escape, according to the men. "1
wouldn't have tried even if | had
had the opportunity,” said
Hathcock. “| would have stood out
like.a sore thumb trying to pass
myself off as a German.”

When the Russians broke
through German defenses in
January 1945, the POWs were
moved, first by a forced march of
85 kilometers and then in crowded
boxcars, to Mooseburg where they
were liberated by Gen. George S.
Patton’s Third Army in April.

Meanwhile, the 332d, now flying
P-51 Mustangs, was employed
largely as escorts for heavy
bombers attacking oil
installations, marshaling yards,
and ordnance piants in Germany,
Austria, and Czechoslovakia.
Several long-range escont
missions were flown by the group
to the Ploesti and Bucharest oil
refineries in Romania. The group
also conducted strafing attacks
against enemy airdromes, troop
concentrations, railroads,
highways, and river traffic in
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Lioyd Hathceck, former POW, admires Lt. Col. James Warren's ribbons.

central Europe and the Balkans.
Led by Colonel Davis, the group
participated in its first escort
mission to Berlin in March 1945.
The 332d was flying cover for
B-17s on a 1,600-mile round trip
attack, the longest mission in
Fifteenth Air Force history. Nearing
the target the formation was
attacked by approximately 25
enemy aircraft, including several
ME-262 jet fighters Until this time,
only two of the German jets had
been destroyed in the air by
American fighters On this day.
though, the 332d shot down three
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and was subsequently awarded
the Distinguished Unit Citation.
The 332d concluded its

14-month combat career on Ap- !
26, 1945, destroying four enem-
aircraft in the Mediterranean ;
Theater of Operations just before
the end of the war. Hostilities in
Europe ceased at midnight, May 8.
By October 1945 the 332d had
arrived in the states and had been
inactivated as a unit. Meanwhile. ;
Colonel Davis had been named :
commander of a new unit, the i
44710 Composite Group, at %
Godman Field. Ky It consisted
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obert Daniels study memorabilia from their days as
.an camp.

mnent

and the
'rons from
—the 99th
“th trained
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Okinawa

i August

arren, Nnow
for the 18th
at Kadena

with the
fuskegee
juty, he left

the AAF in 1946 but was recalled
in.1952.

“Before they integrated the two
fighter squadrons into our unit, we
were an all-bomber group flying
out of Freeman Field, Ind.," he
said. "From operations officer on
up, our officers were white. When
we got to Freeman they set up two
officers’ clubs, one for whites and
one for blacks. On the night of
April 5, 1945, eighteen of us went
into the white officers’ club. When
we refused to leave, we were
arrested. Eventually they arrested
101 of us.”

photo by MSgt. Eddie McCrossan

Warren and the 100 other black
officers were taken to Godman
Field and confined to a barracks
surrounded by guards. An
Inspector General team from the
War Department came down to
investigate.

“When they talked to me, | told
them | didn't think we should have
segregated units fighting a war for
democracy,” said Warren. “But if
we had to have separate
organizations, they shoula be
all-black and all-white. That way if
an all-black unit did well, it would
get the credit for it instead of the
white leadership.”

A few days later the black
officers were released and the
all-black composite group was
formed.

The 477th was transferred from
Godman to Lockbourne Army Air
Base, Ohio, in March, 1946. On
May 1, it was deactivated and the
332d Fighter Group reactivated. A
few months later the group was
reorganized into the 332d Fighter
Wing.

Lockbourne became the only
all-black base in the Army Air
Force. It remained that way until
June 1, 1949, when the wing was
deactivated and its people
integrated into Air Force units
throughout the world.

AIRMAN asked members of the
Tuskegee Airmen whether they
would endure the segregation and
discrimination inflicted upon them
during World War Il if they had it to
do over again. Most said yes. A
few said no.

“| wouldn't want to go through it
again,” said Colonel Warren, “but
if that was the only way to make the
gains we've made since then, |
would.

“Tuskegee was in one way a
high point of black participation in
aviation, and a low point in the
history of the nation,” he
continued. “It highlighted the fact
that we could not even fight a war
for democracy together.

“But as General James often
says, she's my country, and I'll
hold her hand until she's well. | feel
it's worth working toward making
this country what we say it is.” «0s
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Proud of a history
deeply rooted in turbulent times,
theirs is a story of . ..

Little Gic

by MSgt. Lorenzo D. Harris
AIRMAN Staff Writer

illustration by TSgt. Edwin A. Davis

hey were
I called Red
Tail Angels,

attributable to the distinctive mark-
ings on the tails of their airplanes.

Because they were so good at
fighting off the Germans, they were
the only escort fighters who never
lost a bomber to enemy fire as they
flew missions in Europe during
World War II.

They were members of what has
sometimes been called the “All
Black Air Force'—the 332nd Fight-
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er Group—an elite group of airmen

who fought gallantly and bravely for
the United States despite the bonds
of segregation imposed on them

“during the war.

“Just before the war and in its
early days, most blacks in the mili-
tary were in support organizations
such as supply, civil engineering, or
food services,” remembered Samu-
el Wade Watts Jr., who retired in
1965 as a lieutenant colonel.

Lt. Col. Watts, who lives in a quiet
neighborhood not far from Orlando,

\ Project Warrior

Fla., is president of the Greater
Florida Chapter of Tuskegee Air-
men, Inc., a group that has roots in
the All Black Air Force. The retired
officer remembers his World War |l
days quite vividly.

“Prior to the war, the United
States was going into a buildup,”
he recalled. It appeared inevitable
to many people that we were going
to war.

“Along with combat groups, the
Army began expanding the flying
capability of its Army. Air Corps. It
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President of the Greater Florida Chap-
ter of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., retired Lt.
Col. Samuel Wade Watts Jr. served in a
segregated military.

photo by TSgt. Bill Thompson

did not include any black pilots or
mechanics.

“There was a clamor in the black
press and among black leaders and
politicians to have blacks included
in flight training. After a great deal
of pressure, the War Department
reluctantly agreed to include blacks
in Air Corps training, and they start-
ed it with civilian pilot training at
several colleges, including Tuske-
gee Institute, at Tuskegee, Ala.
Then the Tuskegee Army Airfield
was built nearby.”

The colonel said the government
was initially committed to forming a
single black squadron, the 99th
Fighter Squadron. However, as
training continued for black airmen,
the result was additional personnel
who formed the 332nd Fighter
Group. In addition to pilots, more
crew chiefs, maintenance men,
armament specialists, medical prac-
titioners, and other support people
were added to the 332nd.

“As a youngster, | was keenly
interested in flying,” Lt. Col. Watts
remembered. My friends and | built
hundreds of lightweight balsa
models and flew them from roof-
tops—even set them afire to resem-
ble dramatic aerial crashes.

“It only followed that | wanted to

Retired Lt. Col. Hiram Mann and his
wife, Kathadaza, shared some of the
same segregationist experiences dur-
ing and after World War II.
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join the Air Corps as | grew closer
to adulthood. Until 1943, | was too
young. But then, in '43, the military
announced a new policy that
allowed 17-year-olds to volunteer
for the Air Corps Reserve and be
sworn in after passing a series of
mental and physical examinations.
Sometime after their 18th birthday,
they'd be called to active duty.

“After my training at Tuskegee
Field, | went overseas and saw
action in Europe.”

But Samuel Wade Watts Jr. and
approximately 1,000 other active
members of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.,
a nationwide organization, have
another mission—one they’re pur-
suing with as much zeal as when
they strived to prove their aerial
finesse during the 1940s.

“We're working to set a positive
example for young men and women
who’re pursuing careers in aero-
space and aviation,” said retired Lt.
Col. Hiram Mann, also a member of
the Greater Florida Chapter. Lt. Col.
Mann and his wife, Kathadaza *Kit-
ty,” are among the relatively few
Tuskegee Airmen couples who were
married and shared some of the
same segregationist experiences
during and shortly after the war.
They now live in Titusville, Fla.

Channing Conway, charter mem-
ber of the Greater Florida Chapter,
was among black officers arrested
in April 1945 at Freeman Field, Ind.,
for entering an officers club
reserved for white officers.

“The white officers club was a
nice place to sit and write a letter to
relatives back home,” remembered
Mr. Conway, who was a navigator
with the 477th Bombardment
Group. He served several years in
the Army Air Force before returning

to civilian life where he worked with
the Department of Housing and
Urban Development and, later, with
a private drug treatment and reha-
bilitation program in New York.

“The trouble was,” he continued,
“you couldn’t so much as get a
drink of water in that club if you
were black. There were about a
hundred black officers who were
tired and frustrated. We were fed up
with being treated unfairly and
decided to enter the club anyway.
We were arrested, and the club was
temporarily closed.”

Mr. Conway said the base hier-
archy was perpetuating a policy of
segregation despite Army Regula-
tion 200-10, which prohibited exclu-
sion from the officers club because
of race.

“I was called into a room of
about 20 colonels and lieutenant
colonels who tried to intimidate me
into signing papers saying that |
understood the local policy of seg-
regation,” said Conway.

“I was nervous and my right leg
was shaking, but | could't let them
see it. Although | was standing at
attention, | leaned a little to put
more weight on my right leg to
keep it still.” He demonstrated by
standing rigid, the way he had four
decades before.

Although eight black men signed
the statement, Conway was one of
101 young officers who did not.
They were placed under arrest from
April 13 through April 19, 1945,

All but three men were released
and assured that the arrest would
not appear in their files. Subse-
quently, the War Department estab-
lished a committee to investigate
segregation in the Army. As a result
of the investigation, in June 1945

photo by TSgt. Bill Thompson
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In 1945, Lt. Col. Mann posed for this
photo just before a mission
over ltaly.

the 477th’s commander was fired
for his illegal racial policies and
replaced by then-Col. Benjamin O.
Davis Jr.

But Conway, Watts, the Manns,
and other Tuskegee Airmen agree,
based on their contact with active-
duty military members, that today’'s
Air Force offers a totally different
approach to treatment of minorities
than did the military of the 1940s.
Today the Air Force is committed to
ensuring equal opportunity for all
members regardless of race, reli-
gion, sex, or creed.

“Hopefully, young people will
look at us and realize that since we
overcame the disease of segrega-
tion, they can also overcome what-
ever obstacles may be in their
paths,” Lt. Col. Mann said. “Today’s
young people can aspire to the
heights of their ability and develop
their potential.”” The colonel retired
while assigned to the Air Force
Academy as an admissions counse-
lor.

The Tuskegee Airmen tell young
minority audiences around the
nation that they should prepare
themselves, primarily through ade-
quate education. And TAI has
invested heavily in its beliefs.
Through hard work and dedication,
the organization in 1984 awarded
25 $1,200 scholarships to coliege-
age students entering studies lead-
ing to aviation or aerospace
careers. This seven-year-old pro-
gram has expanded each year.

“Not only do we have the national
scholarship program,” noted
Charles McGee, current national
president of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.,
“but some chapters also offer edu-
cational grants to deserving young
men and women in their local
areas. Some chapters sponsor
young people in flight training while
other chapters are working with the
Civil Air Patrol—any worthy effort
that allows young people to explore
the world of aviation and aero-
space.

“Our scholarships and awards are
limited to the needy, but not neces-
sarily to minorities,” he added.

Because Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. is
a non-profit organization, members
in chapters around the country and
overseas donate their time to raise
money for the scholarships. Sports
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tournaments, banquets, and chari-
table contributions from business-
es, private citizens, and other Tus-
kegee Airmen are the primary
sources of scholarship funds.

“We want very much for the
young people of today to have
opportunities to excel in areas that
we older people never dreamed
about,” said Kitty Mann, a retired
school teacher. Although not a for-
mer military member or an active
Tuskegee Airman, Kitty Mann, like
her husband, was also cut by the
knife of segregation.

‘‘After graduation from flying
training in June 1944,” she recalled,
the new pilots were granted 15 days
leave—their first in 15 months. We
took a train that ran to Montgo-
mery, Ala., to make connections to
other cities. Many passengers were
soldiers and sailors with their wives,

as well as civilians who were in no
way associated with the military.

“There was one extremely crowd-
ed car—the coal car behind the
engine—that blacks were assigned
to ride in. Baggage filled the aisles,
and some of us had to sit on that.
We were packed in the car pretty
tight. Someone even sat in the rest-
room.”

Lt. Col. Mann said, “We could see
in the car behind us that there were
white soldiers and sailors, some of
them sitting or lying across two
seats. So we asked the military
policeman or shore patrolman who
came through if we could let our
wives and girlfriends ride in the car
behind us so they could sit com-
fortably. He went to check with his
superior. A few moments later he
returned with the answer: No.

“That was the disgusting part
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about segregation,” he continued.
“Even though many of us would be
going halfway around the world and
would risk or lose our lives for our
country, we were still treated unfair-
ly.”

The separate and unequal treat-
ment was a hard pill to swallow.
But they took it because they were
proud men who wanted to learn
how to fly and fight for America.
And, perhaps most of all, they want-
ed to disprove the irritating words
of segregationists who said that
blacks weren’t intelligent enough to
fly and maintain airplanes in com-
bat.

So fly and fight they did.

Nearly 1,000 black aviators were
trained in segregated facilities at
Tuskegee. Before World War Il end-
ed, about half of them had fought
galiantly in aerial combat over
Europe, North Africa, and Sicily
under the command of Col. Benja-
min O. Davis Jr., who later became
the Air Force's first black lieutenant
general.

After flying 15,553 sorties and
completing 1,578 missions with the
12th Tactical Air Force and the 15th
Air Force, the black airmen
returned to America with 150 deco-
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rations that included the Legion of
Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross,
Silver Star, Purple Heart, Croix de
Guerre, and The Red Star of Yugo-
slavia.

Sixty-six of these bold-spirited
airmen never returned to the coun-

try they loved and rushed to defend.

They lost their lives in aerial com-
bat.

“We're not glory seekers,” said
Lt. Col. Mann, “‘but we do believe
that the accomplishments of black
airmen should be recognized.

“A few years ago, Kitty and | went
to dinner at the officers club at
Rickenbacker Air Force Base [for-
merly Lockbourne], where many of
us had served,” he recalled. “A
pamphiet avaitable to dinner guests
there recognized the achievements
of units assigned to the base from
1942 through July 1976. The black
332nd Fighter Group had been
omitted.”

The colonel was incensed. Boil-
ing with fury, he wrote the base
commander and informed him that
the black unit and its contributions
had been left out of the history. The
historical pamphlet was corrected.

Omission of the accomplishments

photos by TSgt. Bill Thompson

As a lieutenant, Channing Conway was
one of the black officers arrested in
1945 at Freeman Field, Ind., for enter-
ing an installation club reserved for
white officers.
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Lt. Col. Mann (below) was among the
nearly 1,000 black aviators trained in
segregated facilities at Tuskegee Insti-
tute, Tuskegee, Ala.

of black airmen was quite common-
place in World War Il history books.
A college history teacher once told
a class that there were no black
aviators during World War Il. One of
his students was the daughter of
one of the war’s most celebrated
black heroes, C.D. *'Lucky’” Lester.
She challenged the instructor and
informed him of his mistake.

Unlike Lester, who is depicted
shooting down a German fighter in
a National Air and Space Museum
Smithsonian Institution painting, Lt.
Col. Watts didn’t shoot down any
planes. Although he was shot at by
two German jets while flying his
slower, prop-driven P-51 in the
March 1945 Berlin Raid, the retired
officer is the first to admit, *‘l am

February 1985
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not a hero.”

“I didn’t shoot down any air-
planes, and after I'd been in Europe
for a while | worried more about
flak and small-arms fire,” Lt. Col.
Watts said. “The frequent small-
arms fire often caused a loss of
engine coolant. The engine then
quit running and the plane went
down. That’s how we lost people on
strafing missions.

“Three German jets were shot
down by the 332nd and that was
one of the few groups that ever
managed to score against a jet,”’ he
added.

“Those were the days,” he remin-
isced. “Now, when we go to nation-
al Tuskegee Airmen conventions,
our wives get disgusted with us and

Channing Conway, pictured at left as a
young officer, says the Air Force of to-
day is committed to ensuring equal op-
portunity for all members.

leave us over in a corner because
we're all over there fighting the
war,” he said, smiling.

“But the days of the war are
gone, and we're all getting older.
All the people who took part in
what was called the ‘Original Tus-
kegee Experiment’ are getting old-
er, and some of us are quitting the
trail. So we have formed a Lonely
Eagles Memorial Chapter, and every
time one of us passes away, he's
assigned to that chapter.”

To keep the flame of the Tuske-
gee Airmen burning, the organiza-
tion is encouraging active-duty and
civilian Air Force members to join.

“Anyone, regardless of race, who
is interested in helping young peo-
ple attain careers in aviation or aer-
ospace should certainly be interest-
ed in joining one of the Tuskegee
Airmen chapters,” said Lt. Col.
Watts.

Of the 23 chapters in the United
States and overseas, some are pre-
dominantly composed of active-duty
members of different military
branches who were not among the
original Tuskegee aviators, techni-
cians, and support personnel.

“There’s only one thing we had
over the young pilots of today,”
said Lt. Col. Watts with a broad
smile and a gleam in his eyes.
“Flying those old P-51s sure was a
lot more romantic than flying
today’s jets.”

In his view, there was, and is,
some glory in being a Tuskegee
Airman. (=
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Introduction

Since 1970 interest in the participation of black Americans
in civil and military aviation has grown steadily. The 1970s saw
the formation of The Tuskegee Airmen, a national association
organized by World War II Army Air Forces aviators who earned
their wings at segregated training facilities in and around
Tuskegee, Alabama. Later in the decade the Office of Air Force
History published two monographs relating to the role of blacks in
the Air Force, Alan M. Osur’s Blacks in the Army Air Forces During
World War II (1977) and Alan Gropman’s The Air Force Integrates,
1945-1964 (1978). Both volumes have since been reprinted by the
Office of Air Force History, in 1986 and 1985 respectively.

During the 1980s the efforts of the Smithsonian Institution’s
National Air and Space Museum (NASM) and Tony Brown’s Journal, a
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) television news magazine,
stimulated popular interest in the history of blacks in aviation.
In September 1982 NASM opened the exhibit Black Wings: The
American Black in Aviation, which surveyed the participation of
blacks in aviation from Eugene Bullard’s exploits as a World War I
combat pilot in the Lafayette Flying Corps to the work of black
astronauts in the space shuttle program. Since then NASM has held
a symposium on black aviation (25 February 1983), published the
pictorial essay Black Wings by Von Hardesty and Dominick Pisano,
issued a filmstrip by the same title, and made the Black Wings
exhibit available to local and regional museums through the
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service. In February
1983 Tony Brown’s Journal began a four-part documentary, The Black
Eagles, that aired on PBS stations across the nation. The series
told the story of how American blacks trained and fought in
segregated Army Air Forces units during World War II.

This recent interest in black aviation has been paralleled
and complemented by a concurrent interest in black military
history. Since 1950 a number of scholarly and popular studies
dealing with the role of black Americans in all the nation’s wars
have been published. Several have focused on World War II and the
post-war period and thus include varying amounts of material on
blacks in the Air Force and the air arms of the Army, Navy, and
Marine Corps. Among the most important are Ulysses G. Lee, The
Employment of Neqro Troops (1966), Richard M. Dalfiume,
Desegregation of the United States Armed Forces: Fighting on Two
Fronts, 1939-1953 (1969), Morris J. MacGregor, Integration of the
Armed Forces, 1940-1965 (1981), Bernard C. Nalty, Strength for the
Fight: A History of Black Americans in the Military (1986), and
the works of Osur and Gropman cited above.

Although some of the holdings of the Historical Research
Agency have been used to support research in both black aviation
history and black military history, much at the Agency has been



overlooked simply because the available finding aids have not made
these materials easily available to the research public. 1In an
effort to alleviate this shortcoming, the Reference Division began
a project to develop supplementary finding aids and thus inform
outside researchers of the kinds of materials they might expect to
find at the Agency. The initial thrust of the project involved
surveying the card catalog for subject headings relating to blacks
and this approach yielded a sizable quantity of material. As the
work progressed, however, it became obvious that much of this
material had already been used as source documents in the
published secondary literature. What had not been examined by
researchers were the numerous bits and pieces of information
sprinkled throughout the Agency’s records, especially those from
the World War II era. Taken alone these scattered paragraphs,
sentences, and statistical tables have limited value but if
systematically identified and cited they constitute a potentially
valuable source of information for historical analysis.

Consequently, the initial approach to the project was
abandoned in favor of detailed examination of a discrete body of
records and a citation of the information relating to black
Americans found therein. The following guide is the result of
this effort to locate, cite, and briefly describe all references
to blacks, however slight, in the official World War II histories
and appended supporting documents of the Army Air Forces Training
command, predecessor commands, and immediate subordinate commands.

Records from the World War II period were chosen because the
war years have been widely accepted by historians as a watershed
period in the history of the civil rights movement. The
supporters of this interpretation have argued that mass militancy,
a characteristic tactic of the civil rights movement, was a
product of the war years. The validity of this thesis has
been questioned by one of its former proponents, Harvard Sitkoff,
who has stressed the need for studies analyzing the frequency and
nature of conflicts between blacks and whites during World War II
(see Sitkoff, "American Blacks in World War II: Rethinking the
Militancy-Watershed Hypothesis," in The Home Front and War_ in the
Twentieth Century: The American Experience in Comparative
Perspective, Proceedings of the Tenth Military History Symposium,
October 20-22, 1982 [1984]). The records described in this guide
contain numerous references, and some detailed descriptions, of
confrontations, conflicts, and tensions between blacks and whites.
Although many of the references are brief, they generally provide
such basic information as place, date, and circumstances, thus
providing valuable clues for research in other sources.

The records of the Army Air Forces (AAF) Training Command and
its immediate subordinate commands were selected for several
reasons. First, since the Training Command was generally the site
of initial contact between black recruits and the AAF, its records
were considered likely sources for documenting the adjustments and



accommodations both would have to make before black airmen could
contribute to the war effort. Secondly, all Training Command
bases were located in the United States, not overseas.
Consequently, black airmen and the leadership of the Army Air
Forces had to cope with the racial customs and attitudes of the
adjacent civilian communities, efforts which might be documented
in Training Command records.

Besides identifying specific references to blacks in the
documents examined, the guide entries serve additional purposes.
First, the information contained in headquarters-level official
histories and supporting documents is often based on more detailed
accounts from lower echelon historical reports. Because many of
these unit and base histories are also available at the Agency, a
user who finds relevant information cited in this guide may find a
fuller account in other Agency holdings. Additionally, the
information in Training Command records described for this guide
suggests the nature and extent of data relating to blacks which
might be found in other groups of World War II records at the
Agency.

Finally, the approach used in this guide can also provide an
overview of the organizational structure of the Training Command
and its records. Preceding the citations for the records of each
component command or headquarters is a historical sketch of the
organization, a brief description of the organization’s pre-1950%
records held by the Agency, and a statement regarding which of
those records were examined for the guide. Thus the researcher is
provided with background information on the organization that

created the records as well as an overall description of the
records.

*For those familiar with the Agency’s classification schene,
these are the records without the "K" prefix, i.e. those created
before 1 July 1950.
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Evolution of the Army Air Forces Training Command

During World War II the training and indoctrination of newly
assigned personnel began with "individual" training and was
followed by "unit" training. Individual training, the
responsibility of AAF Training Command and its predecessor
commands, provided the new recruit or cadet with basic military
skills and the fundamentals of the specialty in which he would
ultimately perform duty. Unit training, which prepared new Air
Corps personnel for operational service as part of a military air
unit, was the responsibility of other commands, primarily the
Continental Air Forces and the Air Technical Service Command.

Until 1939 individual training was divided along functional
lines into flying training for aircrews and technical training for
ground specialists, a distinction which continued throughout the
war. Beginning in 1940, however, the organizational framework for
conducting and overseeing individual training went through several
modifications before reaching its final wartime configuration in
1943, with the establishment of the AAF Training Command and its
six subordinate commands. These changes, depicted in Figure 1
(page 11), reflected the tremendous expansion of the nation’s air
arm that began in 1939.

Prior to 1939, the Air Corps Training Center at Randolph
Field, Texas, conducted all flying training and until 1940 its
facilities were sufficient to handle the initial expansion. By
spring of 1940, however, a single training center could no longer
meet the growing demand for new pilots; consequently, the Air
Corps reorganized flying training and established two additional
centers. Randolph Field became headquarters for the Gulf Coast
Air Corps Training Center, with responsibility for all flying
schools between the 92nd and 108th meridians. Two new centers
were established to administer flight training east and west of
the Gulf Coast Training Center’s area of responsibility--the
Southeast Air Corps Training Center, headquartered at Maxwell
Field, Alabama, and the West Coast Training Center, with
headquarters at Moffett Field, California. For eighteen months
the Centers operated independently, each reporting directly to the
Chief of the Air Corps. In January 1942 the Centers became
subordinate commands of the new AAF Flying Training Command,
established to oversee and administer all flight training. Flying
Training Command was headquartered initially in Washington, D.C.,
and then at Fort Worth, Texas.



For the ground specialties, the counterpart of the Training
Center at Randolph Field before the war was the Air Corps
Technical School at Chanute Field, Illinois. Until early 1941,
the Commandant of the Technical School supervised a rapidly-
expanding program for training ground specialists, which relied on
contracts with civilian schools as well as additional military
schools established at Lowry Field, Colorado, Scott Field,
Illinois, and Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. By March 1941,
however, the Technical School could no longer manage the
mushrooming program, so the Air Corps established a Technical
Training Command to supervise and oversee technical training. The
Command was headquartered briefly at Chanute Field, then at Tulsa,
Oklahoma, and finally, in spring 1942, at Knollwood Field, North
Carolina. 1Initially, two subordinate districts were established,
one with responsibility for basic military training and aviation
mechanic training, and the second responsible for all other
technical training. After a short time this arrangement was
abandoned but in March 1942 the Command once again established
subordinate commands-~the First District with headquarters at
Greensboro, North Carolina; the Second District at St. Louis,
Missouri; the Third District at Tulsa, Oklahoma; and the Fourth
District at Denver, Colorado. In late 1942 an additional Fifth
District, headquartered at Miami Beach, Florida, was established.

The year 1943 witnessed a major reorganization in the
training establishment of the AAF, when the Flying Training and
Technical Training Commands were consolidated, and responsibility
for training both flying and ground personnel was concentrated
into a single headquarters. The Army Air Forces Training Command,
established on 7 July 1943, with headquarters at Fort Worth,
Texas, maintained responsibility for all individual training for
the rest of the war and into the postwar era, when it became Air
Training Command. Lieutenant General Barton K. Yount was Training
Command’s first commander and continued in that capacity

throughout the war; he previously commanded Flying Training
Command.

The Training Command established in 1943 initially consisted
of six regional subcommands, three for flying training and three
for ground training. The Southeast, Gulf Coast, and West Coast
Training Centers were simply redesignated the Eastern, Central,
and Western Flying Training Commands. However, a major
realignment of the ground training field organization was
necessary following the establishment of Training Command. The
five districts of the Technical Training Command were abolished
and replaced by regional subcommands similar to those used for
flying training--the Eastern Technical Training Command with
headquarters at Greensboro, North Carolina; the Central Technical
Training Command at St. Louis, Missouri; and the Western Technical
Training Command at Denver, Colorado. In March 1944 the Central
Technical Training Command was absorbed by the Eastern Technical
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Training Command and its headquarters transferred to St. Louis,
the last major organizational change to the training establishment
of the war.
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Source: "History of Army Air Forces Training Command," 220.01,

7 Jul 1943-31 Dec 1944, vol.1l, p.29.

Figure 1 abbreviations:

AAF Army Air Forces

AC Air Corps

CFTC Central Flying Training Command

CTTC Central Technical Training Command
EFTC Eastern Flying Training Command

ETTC Eastern Technical Training Command
GCACTC Gulf Coast Air Corps Training Center
GCAFTC Gulf Coast Air Force Training Center
SEAFTC Southeast Air Force Training Center
SEACTC Southeast Air Corps Training Center
TTC Technical Training Command

WCACTC West Coast Air Corps Training Center
WCAFTC West Coast Air Force Training Center
WFTC Western Flying Training Command

WTTC Western Technical Training Command
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Army Air Forces Training Command

Records

28 linear feet, 1939-1950; decimal classification numbers
220.01 through 220.964-1.

Mostly World War II era materials.

Official command histories and appended supporting docs.

Special histories on communications training, basic military
training, classification of recruits and aircrew trainees, and the
Women Airforce Service Pilots, or WASP, program.

Also includes interview transcripts, organizational charts,
reports, selected correspondence and subject files, directives,
regulations, photographs, daily diaries, conference reports and
proceedings, project book extracts, policy files, memoranda,
messages, records of telephone conversations, numbered memoranda
and letters, general orders, statistical reports, personnel
rosters, station lists, intelligence reports, instructional
materials, and training manuals.

Official histories of the Training Command generally do not
deal directly with issue of segregated training for blacks and
race relations problems. Instead, they concentrate on describing
the development and progress of the various training programs,
most of which were available only to whites. Thus they are useful
primarily for the background information they provide about AAF
training programs in general. A familiarity with these programs
is essential for the historian evaluating the "equality" of the
separate training offered to blacks during World War II.

The Historical Section of the Training Command wrote a number
of official histories of the Command and its predecessors, the AAF
Flying Training Command and the AAF Technical Training Command.

In Mar of 1945 separate histories of the AAF Flying Training
Command and the AAF Technical Training Command from 1 Jan 1939 to
7 Jul 1943, the date they were merged to form AAF Training
Command, were completed. Subsequent histories World War II
histories of the Training Command covered the periods 7 Jul 1943-
31 Dec 1944, Jan-Apr 1945, May-Aug 1945, and Sep-Dec 1945.
Additionally, monographs dealing with special topics--such as
communications training--were written by the Historical Section,
as well as a condensed history of the Training Command and its
predecessors for the period 1 Jan 1939-2 Sep 1945.

12



Records Surveved

World War II era records with decimal classification nos.
220.01 through 220.08, essentially the official command histories
and supporting docs. (7 linear feet). Additionally, 220.765-1
through 220.765-7 and 220.964-1 are described below as they were
known to contain pertinent material.

Official Command Histories

220.01

1 Jan 1939-VJ Day [2 Sep 1945])
Prepared by HQ, AAF Training Command, 15 Jun 1946. Narrative
in 8 vols. In addition to the periodic narrative histories
and their accompanying supporting docs. that were prepared
during the war, Training Command historians also completed
this history of the command and its predecessor organizations
for the period Jan 1939-Aug 1945. The 1,762-page work
contains no supporting docs. and is a condensation of the
more detailed histories of the Training Command and its
predecessors that were prepared during the war. The eight
volumes contain no systematic treatment of training for
blacks or of AAF racial policy but do occasionally mention
these subjects in the context of other discussions.

Vol.2, p.387
Discussion of lower standards for black aviation cadets.

Vol.3, pp.498, 502-504, 579, 619, 620
Establishment of primary, advanced single-engine, and
advanced twin-engine flying training at Tuskegee Army Air
Field, Ala.

Vol.6, pp.1154, 1193, 1246, 1251, 1277
Service pilot training for Tuskegee, Ala., civilian flying
instructors. Black War Training Service Program trainees.
Segregated training for Haitian officers.

Vol.7, pp.1319, 1321
Venereal disease rates of white and black recruits.
Segregation at basic training centers.

Vol.8, pp.1631, 1700, 1702
Training of blacks as clerks and chaplains’ assistants.

220.01

7 Jul 1943-31 Dec 1944
Prepared by HQ, AAF Training Command, 1 Aug 1945. Narrative
and supporting docs. in 16 vols. First installment of
command history from activation through 1944. Occasional but
often superficial reference to training of blacks.

13



Vol.1, pp.102, 176 :
Narrative. Placement of segregated flight training in the
Command’s flying training wings. Assignment of
responsibility for black flight training within Headquarters
staff.

Vol.2, pp.239, 324-25, 337, 339-40, 345, 424
Narrative. Processing of black enlisted men for aircrew
training. Statistics for preflight and primary training.
Chaplains serving Tuskegee, Ala.

Vol.3, pp.625, 627
Narrative. Twin-engine pilot training at Tuskegee Army Air
Field, Ala., mentioned.

Vol.4, pp.740-42 passim, 769, 910
Narrative. B-25 training and flexible gunnery training.

Vol.6, pp.1356, 1401, 1455, 1497
Narrative. Liaison pilot training for black artillery
officers. War Service Training Program. Black civilian
instructors at Tuskegee, Ala. Exclusion of blacks from
Emergency Rescue Program.

Vol.7, pp.1599, 1625, 1728-29, 1787-88, 1848-50
Narrative. Haitian trainees at Tuskegee, Ala.
Classification of black enlisted men. Segregated basic
training.

Vol.9, pp.2277, 2279, 2282, 2375, 2378
Narrative. Clerical training and Miami Beach Officer
Candidate School.

Vol.13, docs.223 (2 pp.) and 230 (1 of 6 pp-)

Supporting docs. Memorandum from Air Staff to AAF Training
Command, 21 Jul 1943, Subject: [Black] Liaison Pilots for
Field Artillery. Message, AAF Training Command to Air
Staff, Subject: War Service Training Schools; mentions plans
for segregation of black applicants.

Vol.14, doc.280 (1 p.)

Supporting docs. Table showing foreign training school
graduates by specialty and nationality for the period 1 Jan
1942-30 Mar 1945; includes Haitian students.

220.01

Jan-Apr 1945
Prepared by HQ, AAF Training Command, 1 Nov 1945. Narrative
and supporting docs. in 3 vols.

Vol.1, pp.5, 45, 100
Narrative. Establishment of special procedures to investigate
"sensitive subjects" such as racial problems. Problens
relating to classification of black aircrew training
candidates. Advanced twin-engine training at Tuskegee Army
Air Field, Ala.
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Vol.2, p.420
Narrative. Training of unassigned black armorers as medium
bombardment armorers for duty on B-25s.

Vol.3, doc.1l
Supporting docs. Plans to rotate permanent party pilots to
Combat Crew Training Schools include reference to Tuskegee.

220.01

May-Aug 1945
Prepared by HQ, AAF Training Command, 25 Oct 1946. Narrative
in 2 vols.

Vvol.1l, pp.15, 29, 34, 44, 147, 150
Narrative. Qualifying standards for black pilot trainees.
Renewal of pilot training contract with Tuskegee. Number of
aircraft assigned to Tuskegee. Segregated flight training
for one black U.S. Military Academy cadet.

220.01

Sep-Dec 1945
Prepared by HQ, AAF Training Command, 20 Mar 1947. Narrative
in 1 vol.

Pp.31-34 (passim) and 42
Contains references to flight training at Tuskegee, Ala.,
including termination of preflight and primary training and
the continuation of basic and advanced training.

Official Histories, Special Subjects

220.04-2%*

20 Jun 1945, pp.136-40.
"Monograph on Basic Military Training in AAF Basic Training
Centers, 1 January 1939 to 30 June 1944." Surveys the
development of basic training at the twelve AAF Basic
Training Centers and includes a special section, "Negro
Trainees," that outlines segregated basic training at
Jefferson Barracks, Mo., Greensboro, N. C., and Gulfport
Field, Miss., Basic Training Centers. Mentions opposition of
St. Louis citizens to proposed concentration of blacks at
Jefferson Barracks.

220.04-2A%*

25 Aug 1945, pp.l161-64
"Revised Monograph on Basic Military Training in AAF Basic
Training Centers, 1 January 1939-31 December 1944.%" Section
pertaining to black trainees unrevised; see description for
220.04-2 above.

*Note: a second revision of this monograph is held by the
Agency under decimal classification no. 101-49, which includes
copies of the supporting docs. listed but not included in the two
monographs cited above.
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220.04-3

1939-1944, pp.137 and 155.
"Monograph on AAF Classification Centers (Aircrew), 1 January
1939-31 May 1944." Survey of AAF Classification Centers;
brief mention of lower standards for black aircrew trainees
and tests for black pilot applicants.

Other Records

220.01

1941-1943, p.76.
Wings for Combat: The Story of the Training of an Air Force,
2d ed. Photographic essay of AAF training published in 1943
by The Ullman Company, Brooklyn, N. Y. Page cited shows
training at Tuskegee, Ala., under the caption "Tuskegee--
Negro Pilots Are Among The World’s Finest."

220.04-7

11 Feb 1944, p.21
"Historical Data on Assignment of Non-pilot Aircrew Trainees
to and from Classification, Preflight and Specialized Schools
of Army Air Forces Training Command." Brief paragraph on the
formation of a black B-25 group and commencement of bombardier
and navigator training at Hondo Army Air Field, Tex.

220.765-1

1941, 8 pp.
Office file containing correspondence, memoranda, and other
material relating to the case of a black civilian instructor,
Daniel B. Delaney, assigned to Keesler Field (near Biloxi,
Miss.) to instruct white students.

220.765-2

Vol.l, 1940, ca.50 pp.
Office file containing correspondence, memoranda, and other
material relating to the Dec 1940 plan to establish the
99th Pursuit Squadron, a segregated unit, and base it near
Tuskegee, Ala.

220.765-2

Vol.2, 1941, ca.25 pp.
Office file containing correspondence, memoranda, and other
material. Proposed revisions in the Table of Organization
for Aviation Squadrons (Colored). Visit of Tuskegee
Institute president F. D. Patterson to Chanute Field,
I11., to inspect training of black ground crews. Plans for a
second segregated flying unit, the 100th Pursuit Squadron.
Procedures for selecting black aviation cadets.
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220.765-2
Vol.3, 1942, ca.20 pp.

Office file containing correspondence, memoranda, and other
material. Overseas duty and training of the 99th and 100th
Pursuit Squadrons. Question of using black civilian pilots
as Service Pilots.

220.765-2
Vol.4, 1943, ca.l40 pp.

Office file containing correspondence, memoranda, and other

material. Training of black field artillery liaison pilots.
Recruitment of black aviation cadets. B-25 aircrew training.
Civil Aeronautics Administration War Training Service at the
Coffey School of Aeronautics, Harlem Airport, Oak Lawn, Ill.

220.765-2
Vol.5, 1944, ca.l1l0 pp.

1942,

%0 S

/7 220.765-3

Office file containing correspondence, memoranda, and other
material. Training of black bombardiers and navigators.
Qualifications of black aviation cadets. Overages of black

_..officers at Tuskegee Army Air Field, Ala.

ca.300 pp.
A "consolidated" office file of correspondence, nmemoranda,
r material relating to a wide variety of topics.
Primary flight training at Tuskegee Institute, Ala. Aviation
Squadrons (Colored) and reports on assignment of blacks to
various AAF stations. Concentration of black units and
personnel at Tuskegee. Establishment of 332nd Fighter Group,
and 301st and 302nd Fighter Squadrons. Formation of Air Base
Defense Units (Colored). Proposals and plans to establish a
segregated technical training school at Tuskegee, Prairie
View State College, Tex., Jefferson Barracks, Mo., and

other potential sites. Accounts of a racial incident in
Tuskegee between white civilian and black military police.
Housing for civilian employees at Tuskegee Army Air Field.
Preparation of the 99th Pursuit Squadron for overseas duty.

220.765-4

1943,

ca.1l5 pp.
Office file containing correspondence, memoranda, and other
material. Training of black navigators and bombardiers.
Statistical data on number of blacks receiving flight
training. Proposals for B-26 transition training.
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220.765-5

1940, 7 pp.
Office file containing memoranda and reports on 15-16 Jan
1940 conferences in Chicago, Ill., concerning the training of
black pilots.

220.765-6

1940, 2 pp.
Office file containing memoranda concerning loan of War
Department equipment to Chicago School Board for the training
of black pilots by the Civil Aeronautics Administration.

220.765-7

1941, 5 pp-
Office file. Correspondence, memoranda, and other material
relating to Jun 1941 visit by officials of Tuskegee
Institute, Ala., to Chanute Field, Ill., to observe blacks
undergoing technical training.

220.964-1

1942-1943, ca.20 pp.
Office file. Correspondence, memoranda, and other material
relating to the use of both black and white Aviation

Squadrons in the Army’s crop harvesting program, Jul-
Nov 1943.
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Flying Training Command

Records

7 linear feet, 1939-1950; decimal classification nos. 221.01
through 221.802.

Official command histories and appended supporting docs. (5
linear feet).

Other records (2 linear feet) include interviews, memoranda,
photographs, daily diaries, numbered memoranda, statistical
summaries and other statistical data, organizational charts,
station lists, course syllabi and other instructional materials,

correspondence and subject files, medical histories, and special
staff histories.

Records Surveyed

Pre-1946 records with decimal classification nos. 221.01
through 221.802 (2 linear feet), predominantly the command
histories and supporting docs.

Official Command Histories

221.01

1 Jan 1939-7 Jul 1943
Prepared by HQ, AAF Training Command, 1 Mar 1945. Narrative
and supporting docs. in 10 vols. Prepared by Training
Command historians after the Jul 1943 merger of the Flying
Training and Technical Training Commands (see above), Mar
1945. Covers the activities of both the Flying Training
Command proper and its predecessor organizations responsible
for military flight training. Contains no systematic
treatment of flight training for blacks but includes
occasional references to operations at Tuskegee, Ala.,
throughout.

Vol.1l, pp.126, 162, 187-88, 217, 220-21, 246, 270
Narrative. Plans for civil elementary flight school,
military basic-advanced flight training, and replacement
center at Tuskegee, Ala. Some dates and student numbers
given.

Vol.2, pp.543, 550
Narrative. Establishment of College Training Program at
Tuskegee Institute.

Vol.3, pp.772, 815
Narrative. Civilian primary flight training school at
Tuskegee Institute.
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Vol.4, pp.974-76, 1072
Narrative. Brigadier General Walter R. Weaver'’s role in
decision to establish segregated flight training facility at
Tuskegee, Ala., and his contact with Tuskegee Institute
president F. D. Patterson. Establishment of P-40 transition
training squadron at Tuskegee with black maintenance crews.

Vol.7, 1969, 2007-2008, 2010, 2037, 2137-38
Narrative. Establishment of liaison pilot training program
at Tuskegee, Ala. Black U.S. Military Academy cadet enters
training at Tuskegee. Rejection of black applicants for
service pilot training and central instructor’s school.
Flying Training Command opposition to training of Haitian
officers and their assignment to Tuskegee.

Vol.9, pp.2261, 2758
Supporting docs. Flight training report in tabular format
for period 1 Jul 1939-8 Nov 1941, giving numbers of students
trained, graduated, relieved, etc. (includes Tuskegee, Ala.).
Southeast Air Corps Training Center plan of 20 Jan 1942 for
four-engine combat crew school (includes provision for all-
black Quartermaster company).

Vol.10, pp.3010, 3014, 3016, 3022, 3050, 3057, 3063, 3073, 3097-

98, 3115-16
Supporting docs. Tabular data on flight training for U.S.
Military Academy cadets. War Department notes, instructions,
memoranda, and reports on training of Latin American
officers, including Haitian trainees.
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Eastern Flying Training Command

Records

9 linear feet, 1939-1945; decimal classification nos. 222.01
through 222.952.

Official command histories and appended supporting docs. (4
linear feet).

Other records (5 linear feet) include chronologies, special
histories, daily diaries, conference proceedings, statistical
data, organizational charts, station lists, subject files,
regulations, training materials, and flying cadet handbooks and
yearbooks.

As the command responsible for segregated flying training at
Tuskegee Field, Ala., the official histories and records of
Headquarters, Eastern Flying Training Command contain a
significant amount of material relating to the participation of
black Americans in World War II.

Records Surveved

All of the Eastern Flying Training Command records cited
above.

Official Command Histories

222.01

Jan 1939-7 Dec 1941
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 3 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.45-46, 540-55
Narrative. Chapter 11, "The Negro Pilot Training Program,"
summarizes establlshment of segregated flight training at
Tuskegee, Ala. Opposition of the commander of the Southeast
Air Corps Training Center, Brigadier General Walter R.
Weaver, to integrated flight training. Training of black
ground crews at Chanute Field, Ill. Activities of the
president of Tuskegee Institute, F. D. Patterson. Racial
tension in the surrounding community over the assignment of
black military policemen to Tuskegee.

Vol.2, 17 of ca.300 pp.
Supporting docs. Correspondence and plans from the Chief of
the Air Corps and Southeast Air Corps Training Center
relating to the establishment of a black pursuit squadron at
Tuskegee, Ala.
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Vol.3, 3 of ca.50 pp.

Photographs. Aerial mosaic of Tuskegee Army Air Field and
vicinity (Dec 1941). Brigadier General Walter R. Weaver and
staff, including Captain Noel Parrish, later commander at
Tuskegee. Captain Benjamin O. Davis, Jr. and four other

members of the first flight training class at Tuskegee (Dec
1941).

222.01
Dec 1941-Jan 1943

Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 6 vols.

Vol.l, pp.44-46, 245, 466

Narrative. Racial incidents and tensions at Tuskegee, Ala.,
and Sumter, S. C. Cites Command policy of compliance with
local laws and customs. Mentions construction of auxiliary

field for Tuskegee and number/type aircraft assigned to
Tuskegee.

Vol.2, pp.1150-90, 1356, 1373-74, 1387
—  Narrative. Chapter 26, "Negro Training," concentrates on

%

training at Tuskegee, Ala. Addresses training goals, all
phases of flight training, ground school, problems (including
black opposition to segregated facilities), and activation of
tactical units. Also includes a survey of other black units
in the command, mostly enlisted Aviation Squadrons. Chapter
38, "Public Relation and Special Services," briefly mentions
news articles about black airmen, activities of black

churches among black servicemen, and athletic facilities at
Tuskegee.

Vol.3, ca.40 of 200 pp.

Supporting docs. Passing references to Tuskegee, Ala.,
throughout. Section 10 contains a 12 Aug 42 letter outlining
requirements within the command for '"colored troop
facilities." Section 14 consists of tables analyzing the
performance of civilian flying school trainees in the
command, including Tuskegee. Section 19 contains tables
showing accident statistics in the command for each station,
including Tuskegee.

Vol.4, ca.30 of 150 pp.

vVol.5

Supporting docs. Passing reference to Tuskegee, Ala.,
throughout. Section 26 contains a Headquarters AAF letter
(ca. Jan 1943) concerning War Department policy on racial
discrimination; quotes memorandum from William H. Hastie,
Civilian Aide to the Secretary of War. Also includes
statistical tables showing performance of pilot classes in
the command, including Tuskegee.

Photographs. Nine 8x10 photographs of cadets in various
phases of training at Tuskegee, Ala.
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Vol.é6
Oversize supporting docs. Includes a tabular survey of
recreational facilities for all stations in the command, with
special mention of separate facilities for blacks and size of
black population in adjacent communities. Also includes
other charts and tables showing status of construction
projects in the command, including Tuskegee, Ala.

Jan- Dec 1943

Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 6 vols.
Vol.2, pp.1032-75
Narratlve. Chapter 23, "Negro Pilot Training," deals with
training at Tuskegee, Ala., including 66th Flying Training
Detachment. Assumption of command by Lieutenant Colonel Noel
F. Parrish. Departure of the 99th Fighter Squadron and the
332d Fighter Group. Assignment of Haitian Army personnel for
flight training. Liaison pilot training. Surplus personnel
problems. Relations with the local community.
Vol.3, 8. 9of ¢ca. 250
Supportlng docs. Section 23 contains news clippings about

Tuskegee, Ala., and an inspection report of conditions and
facilities at Tuskegee.

Vol.6, Section 10
Photographs. Five 8x10 photographs, including two of
Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin 0. Davis, Jr., one with
Lieutenant General Barton K. Yount and Secretary of War Henry

L. Stlmson, and one in the cockpit; others are candid shots
of cadets in training at Tuskegee, Ala.

222.01
Jan-Jun 1944

Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 5 vols.

Vol.2, pp.667-94
arrative. Chapter 18, "Negro Training," covers activities

at Tuskegee, Ala., and provides details on expansion of
training opportunities for blacks to include navigator and
bombardier training. Shifting of B-25 transition training to
the Western Flying Training Command. Discussion of the

Psychological Section and the Central Instructors’ School at
Tuskegee, Ala.

Vol.4, 4 pp.
Supporting docs. Section 18 contains memoranda and training
schedules for pilots and bombardiers at Tuskegee, Ala.
Vol.5, ca.60 pp.
Oversize supporting docs. Statistical tables showing
progress of training at stations within the command
(including Tuskegee, Ala.) by phase of training, i.e.
elementary, basic, and advanced.
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222.01

Jul-Aug 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 2 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.35-45, 311-35

“"Narrative. Chapter 3, "Intelligence," includes a section

entitled "Racial Relations in the command (exclusive of
Tuskegee)" dealing with numerous racial incidents during the
period 1942-43. Chapter 16, "Negro Training," continues
earlier descriptions of training at Tuskegee, and includes
statistics on accident rates, discussion of the "problem of
surplus officers," and details of a controversy over
segregated dining facilities at Tuskegee. Also contains a
statistical summary of training in 1944.

Vol.2, Appendices, ca.70 of 200 pp.
Supporting docs. Section 3 contains ca.35 pp. of
correspondence, memoranda, and telephone conversation
transcripts dealing with racial incidents in the command
during 1942-1944. Section 16 includes ca.35 pp. of
correspondence, memoranda, and reports relating to flight
training, conditions, and incidents at Tuskegee, Ala.:
correspondents include Major General George E. Stratemeyer.

222.01

Sep-Oct 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 3 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.38-46
Narrative. Chapter 3, "Intelligence," continues the
description of racial incidents and race relations from
preceding installment; also outlines the reaction to the Jul
1944 War Department policy allowing black personnel full
access to recreational, transportation, and post exchange
facilities. Chapter 18, "Negro Training," covers training at
Tuskegee, emphasizing problems encountered and steps taken
toward their solution; also discusses efforts to replace
white instructors with blacks and associated problems.

Vol.2, Appendix, 32 of ca.l1l50 pp.
Supporting docs. Section 18 includes Jun-Sep 1944
correspondence, memoranda, and telephone conversation
transcripts relating to procurement of black flight
instructors for Tuskegee, Ala. Section 4 contains training
"flow charts" which sometimes show training progress and
projections for Tuskegee.

222.01
Nov-Dec 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 3 vols.
Vol.2, pp.425-49
Narrative. Chapter 17, "Negro Training," deals with the
training program at Tuskegee, Ala., and examines various
problems including a shortage of qualified pilot trainees,
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apparent student apathy, and surplus officers. Quotes in
full 31 Oct 1944 letter from Lieutenant General Barney M.
Giles to Senator Edward C. Johnson (Dem., Colo.) detailing
reasons for elimination of three black trainees, all
brothers, at Tuskegee.

Vol.3, Appendix

Supporting docs. "General Exhibits," section consists of
various statistical charts, graphs, and tables showing
progress of training at stations within the command,
including Tuskegee, Ala.

222.01
Jan~Feb 1945

Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 2 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.41-43, 339-70

Narrative. Chapter 3, "Intelligence," reports a general
decline in racial incidents throughout the command with
Tuskegee, Ala., continuing to report the highest number.
Chapter 15, "Negro Training," deals with Tuskegee flight
training; it outlines a decrease in production of single-
engine pilots and a corresponding increase in twin-engine
pilots, the transfer of P-40 transition training from
Tuskegee to Walterboro, S. C., continued problems obtaining
pilot trainees in sufficient number, and the progress towards
replacement of white instructors with blacks.

Vol.2, Appendix, 31 of ca.75 pp.

Supporting docs. Section 15 contains correspondence relating
to Tuskegee, Ala.; addresses elimination rates, training
standards, P-40 transition training, training schedules for
twin-engine pilots, and replacement of white supervisory
officers with blacks.

222.01
Mar-Apr 1945

Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 1 vol.

Pp.55-64, 72, 319-332, Appendix (13 pp.)

Narrative and supporting docs. Chapter 3, "Intelligence and
Security," outlines racial incidents in the command for the
period and mentions incidents in Ala. at Selma, Dothan, and
Tuskegee. Chapter 8, "Training: Negro and French," describes
training at Tuskegee, including problems related to pilot
trainee procurement, security classification of the program,
and changes in the advanced twin-engine training program.

The Appendix contains charts which include Tuskegee, and
correspondence regarding racial tensions between Tuskegee
Army Air Field and the surrounding white community.
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222.01

May-Jun 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 1 vol.

Pp.47-48, 223-46, Appendix (ca.25 pp.)
Narrative and supporting docs. Racial relations
characterized as "quiet." Chapter 8, "Negro Training,"
discusses shortage of pilot trainees at Tuskegee, Ala. The
Appendix contains charts depicting the status of training at
stations throughout the command and an oversize "Flow Chart
of Negro Pilot Training," as of 30 Jun 1945.

222.01

Jul-Aug 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 1 vol.

Pp.73-74, 104-20 (passim), Appendix (1 p.)
Narrative and supporting doc. Includes brief description of
racial incidents. Chapter 6, "Pilot Training-General,"
contains reference to the Tuskegee, Ala., program; also
includes 10 Sep 1945 Eastern Flying Training Command letter
outlining pilot trainee procurement problems at Tuskegee and
recommending curtailment of the program. Appendix contains a
table depicting aircraft accidents, by station, for the
command.

222.01

Sep-15 Dec 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 1 vol.

Passim, including pp.6, 11, 15, 20, 42-43, 68-69, 86-87, 91-92,

100, 102, 138, Appendix (40 pp.)
Narrative and supporting docs. Final installment of Eastern
Flying Training Command history, describing demobilization of
the command. Scattered references to Tuskegee, Ala.,
throughout the narrative, occasionally in the form of tables
showing training accomplished during the war and often broken
down into the categories U.S., foreign, and Negro. Appendix,
Section 4 contains tables for each pilot training class,
broken down by station and showing number entered, progress
through various stages of training, and number graduated,
Tuskegee Army Air Field is included beginning with class 42-C.

Official Histories, Special Subjects

222.710

1943-Mar 1944
Office of preparation unknown, n.d. Narrative and supporting
docs. in 2 vols. "History: College Training Section,
AAFEFTC." 1Includes occasional reference to 320th AAF College
Training Detachment (Aircrew), Tuskegee Institute.
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222.740

1l Sep 1939-30 Jun 1941
Office of preparation unknown, n.d. Narrative in 2 sections.
["History of Medical Activities, AAF Eastern Flying Training
Command. "]

Sec.1l, p.2
Narrative. Brief reference to examination of black aviation
cadet applicants.

222.740

Jul 1941-1944
Office of preparation unknown, n.d. Narrative in 6 vols., 9
sections. "History of Medical Activities, AAF Eastern Flying
Training Command."

Vol.2, Sec.3, pp.271, 362
Narrative. Water supply at Tuskegee Army Air Field, Ala. and
testing of black aviation cadet applicants in Montgomery,
Ala.

Vol.3, Sec.4, pp.l17, 45, 92
Narrative. Scheduling of black aviation cadets for
segregated training in the altitude chamber at Maxwell Army
Air Field. Report of number of black aviation cadets passing
physical examinations in 1943.

Vol.5, Sec.7, pp.18-19, 22-25, 55
Narrative. Venereal disease rates among black personnel and
the establishment of a venereal disease control officer
school for black NCOs at Tuskegee Army Air Field.

220.740

Apr-Jun 1945
Office of preparation unknown, n.d. Narrative in 1 vol.
["History of Medical Activities, AAF Eastern Flying Training
Command. "]

Pp.7, 61-63
Narrative. Exposure of black trainees to scarlet fever at

Keesler Field, Miss. Venereal disease among black and white
personnel.

Other Records

222.052-1

8 Jul 1940-7 Oct 1944
Chronology, 93 pp. Summarizes organizational and
administrative developments within the command, based on
General Orders, Special Orders, Bulletins, and other official
publications of the War Department and command headquarters.
Entries are by day, month, and year. Typical entries include
citation of constitution, activation, redesignation, and
disbandment orders affecting units in the command;
jurisdictional changes; and changes in command. Use is
facilitated by an index listing all stations cited and the
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applicable pages. (Fourteen entries for Tuskegee Army Air
Field.) Also contains occasional reference to Aviation
Squadrons and other black units (see, for example, p.26).

222.13
4 Apr-30 Aug 1943, 1 Jan-29 May 1944, and 29 May-31 Dec 1944

Mimeographed daily "Diary of Important Events" prepared by
command Adjutant General and distributed throughout the
command. Provides concise summary of the activities of
headquarters staff; generally includes entries for Chief of
Staff, Quartermaster, A-1, A-2, A-3, and A-4 Divisions,
Provost Marshall, Judge Advocate, etc. Filed in reverse
chronological order. References to Tuskegee, Ala., program,
other black units, and racial problems scattered throughout.
The case of Haitian pilot trainees at Tuskegee mentioned on
30 Aug 1943 and 9 Feb 1944.

222.198
Jul 1942, Dec 1942

Statistical Summaries. Detailed tables showing the status of
the command as of Dec 1942. Divided into subject areas such
as Strength, Inspection Summaries, Distribution of Cadets,

etc. Frequently cites separate statistics for blacks and
whites.

222.7101

1944

"EFTC Year Book: A Summary Report of Training Operations, and
Activities [of the] Eastern Flying Training Command for the
Year 1944;" prepared by the Statistical Control Unit, Eastern
Flying Training Command. Tuskegee, Ala., usually included
under the category "Specialized Training" in tables of
statistical summaries by station.

222.245
Feb-Jun 1944

Training Status Reports. Monthly reports of "Training
Relations" and "Training Factors" by station. Contains
information such as number of students under instruction,
elimination rates, number aircraft, etc. for the Command,
including Tuskegee, Ala.

222.273
Jun 1942-Sep 1943

Station Lists. Seven booklets, usually issued bi-monthly,
giving a brief summary of each station in the command.
Provides information such as units assigned, commander, and
auxiliary fields, etc., including Tuskegee, Ala.
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222.282

Dec 1943
Correspondence from stations throughout the command ocutlining
"Historical Data on Assignment Procedures" and forwarded to
Training Command through Eastern Flying Training Command.
Includes three-page letter from Director of Training at
Tuskegee Army Air Field.

222.302

Feb 1944-15 Dec 1945
A-3 (Operations and Training) Progress Reports. Monthly
activity reports of the headquarters division responsible for

the progress of training in the Command. Includes numerous
references to the Tuskegee, Ala., program.

222.8021

Aug 1944-Mar 1945
"Training Airplane Status and Requirements." Monthly reports
from each station in the Command comparing, on a daily basis,
number/percentage of aircraft in commission with
number/percentage required in commission to accomplish
student training. Includes Tuskegee, Ala.
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Central Flying Training Command

Records

5.5 linear feet, 1939-1945; decimal classification nos. 223-
01 through 223.741.

Official command histories and appended supporting docs. (3.5
linear feet).

Other records (2 linear feet) include interview transcripts,
special histories, statistical data books, organizational charts,
station lists, and assignment reports.

Records Surveyed

All Central Flying Training Command records described above.

Official Command Histories

223.01

1 Jan 1939-7 Dec 1941
Prepared by Historical Section, Central Flying Training
Command, Jul 1943. Narrative and supporting docs. in 6 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.42, 152-54
Narrative. Mentions Congressional act of 3 Apr 1939
authorizing loan of Air Corps aircraft to civilian aviation
schools and stipulating the designation of one school for
training black pilots; speculates that the Chicago School of
Aeronautics, Glenview, Ill., was unofficially designated for
black training. Account of activation of five new black

Quartermaster units assigned to Gulf Coast Air Corps Training
Center.

223.01
Jan-Dec 1943
Prepared by Historical Section, Central Flying Training
Ccommand, Jul 1944. Narrative and supporting docs. in 7 vols.
Vol.1l, pp.161-62
Narrative. Tables showing number of Air Corps enlisted men,
by race, in the command by month for 1943. Includes brief
discussion of the data summarized in the table.
Vol.3, pp.539 and 608
Narrative. Tables summarizing navigator and bombardier

training include monthly totals of assigned enlisted men by
race.
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Vol.4, pp.747, 774, and 902
Narrative. Tables summarizing observer, liaison, and glider
training include monthly totals of assigned enlisted men by
race.

Vol.5, pp.929, 966, and 976
Narrative. Table of quotas, by nationality, for the South
American Civil Pilot Training Program with Haiti listed as a
participant. Other tables summarize British flying training
schools and Women’s Pilot Training Schools, and include
monthly totals of assigned enlisted men by race.

Vol.7, pp.1363-65
Supporting docs. Letter from commander, Bombardier School,
Big Spring Army Air Field, Tex., to Gulf Coast Training
Center, 16 Jun 1943, requesting changes in personnel
authorizations; requests broken down by race.

223.01

Jan-Jun 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Central Flying Training
Command, 1 Sep 1944. Narrative and supporting docs. in 6
vols.

Vol.1l, p.76
Narrative. Table showing personnel strength in the command
in various categories by month; separate figures for black
and white enlisted men.

Vol.4, pp.641-704
Narrative. Chapter 20, "Negro Students and Enlisted Men."
First systematic treatment of black personnel in Central
Flying Training Command histories. Contains detailed
discussion of the Command’s implementation of War Department
policies regarding blacks; addresses housing and recreational
problems, organization of Aviation Squadrons (Separate),
venereal disease problems, opportunities for training,
Officer Candidate Schools, and black WACs. Extensive
description of racial problems and incidents in the Command.
Navigator, bombardier, and twin-engine training for black
aviation cadets also covered. Numerous statistical tables

throughout.
Vol.5, pp.861, 892-93, 907, and 934-35
Narrative. Black students at an Instrument Trainer

Instructor Course and Officer Candidate School.

223.01

Jul-Aug 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Central Flying Training
Command, 1 Nov 1944. Narrative and supporting docs. in 5

vols.
Vol.1l, pp.33, 36, and 63
Narrative. Security problems and race relations. Table

showing personnel strength in the command in various
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categories by month, with separate figures for black and
white enlisted men.

Vol.3, pp.439-70
Narrative. Chapter 19, "Negro Students and Enlisted Men,"
describes growing concern within War Department over racial
tensions and incidents; contains extensive guotations from
official correspondence and memoranda on the problemn.
Provides results of a survey of the "racial situation" in the
Command (in both narrative and tabular form). Continues
previous discussion of Officers’ Candidate School and
aviation cadets.

Vol.4, pp.711-13
Narrative. Summary of Chapter 19.

Vol.5, pp.795-97
Supporting doc. Letter from Central Flying Training Command
to Training Command, 12 Sep 1944, Subject: "Review of Racial
Situation Within the AAF Central Flying Training Command;"
official response to survey ordered by Headgquarters, Army Air
Forces.

223.01

Sep-Oct 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Central Flying Training
Command, 1 Jan 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 4
vols.

Vol.1, p.60
Narrative. Table showing personnel strength in the command
in various categories by month, with separate figures for
black and white enlisted men.

Vol.2, pp.134, 142-43
Narrative. Five-week freeze on pilot training for whites
only. Tables showing locations of training bases throughout
the entire Training Command, including Tuskegee, Ala.

Vol.4, pp.540-52, 732, 753-65
Narrative and supporting doc. Chapter 20, "Negro Students;"
navigator and bombardier training for black aviation cadets
at Hondo, Midland, and San Angelo Army Air Fields, Tex.:;
morale/quality of the black cadets and a racial complaint
involving the Officers Club at Midland. Stenographic
transcript, "‘Briefing’, Colonel Charles H. Dowman,
Commanding Officer, Midland Army Air Field, Texas to Negro
Officers of Class 45-4B, 30 September 1944," concerning
charges of racial discrimination at the Officers Club and a
complaint to the Inspector General.

32



223.01

Nov-Dec 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Central Flying Training
Command, 1 Mar 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 4
vols.

Vol.1l, pp.41-42 and 68
Narrative. Command personnel strength tables showing numbers
of enlisted personnel by race as of 31 Oct, 30 Nov, and 31
Dec 1944. Transfer of black AAF enlisted men to the Army
Ground Forces.

Vol.2, p.346
Narrative. Table and brief discussion of navigator-
bombardier training for black cadets at San Angelo Army Air
Field, Tex.

Vol.3, pp.395-418

——————rarrative. Chapter 16, "Negro Students and Enlisted Men."
Navigator and bombardier training at Hondo, Midland, and San
Angelo Army Air Fields, Tex. Screening of black enlisted men
for pilot training. Black officer candidates attending the
San Antonio Aviation Cadet Center. Black enlisted men of the
Eastern Flying Training Command attending the instrument
trainer instructor’s course at Bryan, Tex. Blacks in the WAC
physical and military instructor’s course. Aircraft mechanic
training for black enlisted men. General military training

for black troops (mentions Tuskegee, Ala.). Includes "Morale
and Racial Problems" section, dealing mostly with enlisted
men,

Vol.4, pp.593-94, 671-76
Narrative and supporting doc. Transcript of an interview
with black First Sergeant at Foster Field, Victoria, Tex.,

2 Oct 1944, describing problems with the official policy of
segregation.

223.01

Jan-Feb 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Central Flying Training
Command, 1 Jun 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 3
vols.

Vol.1l, pp-33, 189
Narrative. Command personnel strength tables showing numbers
of enlisted personnel by race as of 31 Jan and 28 Feb 1945.
Training program reductions not applicable to black aircrew

training.
Vol.2, pp.398-412, 499
Narrative. Chapter 19, "Negro Student Training."™ Blacks in

navigator and bombardier training, Hondo Army Air Field,
Tex.; Instrument Trainer Instructors Course, Bryan Army Air
Field, Tex.; Instrument Pilot Instructors Course, Lubbock
Army Air Field, Tex.; liaison pilot training at Sheppard
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Field, Tex.; and Officer Candidate School, San Antonio
Aviation Cadet Center, Tex. Screening of black navigator and
bombardier cadets for pilot training. Discussion of black
enlisted men in the Command and the black WAC detachment at
Midland Army Air Field, Tex. Table, "Military Aquatics
Classification," showing status of swimming proficiency
testing in the command with separate category for blacks.
Vol.3, pp.607-608
Narrative. Summary of Chapter 19.

223.01

Mar-Apr 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Central Flying Training
Command, 1 Aug 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 3
vols. This installment marks the discontinuation of a
separate chapter devoted to "Negro Training."

Vol.1l, two foldout sheets and pp.71-72, 83-84, 106, 218-19, 230-

32, 242-44
Narrative. Two foldout sheets precede the table of contents
and give detailed personnel distribution figures for the
command as of 31 Mar and 30 Apr 1945; separate figures for
black and white enlisted men. Discussion of precautionary
measures taken to preclude possibility of racial violence in
connection with V-E Day celebrations. Graduation of last
class of black navigator training cadets at Hondo Army Air
Field, Tex., followed by assessment of their quality in
comparison to the average white cadet. Progress of black
navigator-bombardier trainees at San Angelo Army Air Field,
Tex.

Vol.2, p.522
Narrative. Table showing black graduates of the Chaplain’s
Course and the Chaplain’s Assistant Course at the San Antonio
Aviation Cadet Center, Tex.

223.01

May-Jun 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Central Flying Training
Command, 1 Oct 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 3
vols.

Vol.l, two foldout sheets and pp.45, 49, 172-73
Narrative. Two foldout sheets precede the table of contents
and give detailed personnel distribution figures for the
command by race as of 31 May and 30 Jun 1945. Navigator-
bombardier training for blacks at San Angelo. Screening of
black bombardiers and navigators for pilot training
volunteers.
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Vol.3, pp.441, 462
Narrative. Two tables with separate figures for black
personnel: (1) Chaplain’s Course and Chaplain’s Assistant
Course graduates, San Antonio Aviation Cadet Center; (2)
"Military Aquatics Classification" (swimming proficiency).

223.01

Jul-Aug 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Central Flying Training
Command, 1 Dec 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 3
vols.

Vol.1l, pp.35, 38
Narrative. Personnel strength tables for the command showing
numbers of enlisted men by race.

223.01

Sep—-Dec 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Flying Training Command, 1
Apr 1946. Narrative and supporting docs. in 1 vol.

Pp.29, 43, 47, 51-58 (passim), 152-53, 185-86, 195, 202, 241
Narrative and supporting docs. Scattered references to
flight training at Tuskegee Army Air Field; navigator
training at Childress, San Angelo, and Big Spring Army Air
Fields, Tex; and gunnery training at Luke Field, Ariz. Plans
to discontinue flight training for blacks, inactivation of
Tuskegee Army Air Field, and integrated transition training
for Tuskegee graduates. Also includes personnel strength
tables for the Command with separate entries for black
enlisted men.

Official Histories, Special Subjects

223.740

Sep 1939-Nov 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Office of the Surgeon,
Central Flying Training Command, 1 Dec 1944. Narrative and
supporting docs. in 5 vols. "Medical Department Activities
of the Central Flying Training Command." Volumes 4 and 5
mostly photographs, some showing mixed groups of black and
white convalescents.

Vol.2, p.146
Narrative. Brief reference to black soldiers’ objections to

sharing a venereal disease prophylactic station with whites.
Vol.3, pp.196-97.

Narrative. Venereal disease rates for white and black troops
briefly mentioned.
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223.740

Jan-Mar 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Office of the Surgeon,
Central Flying Training Command, 31 Mar 1945. Narrative in
1 vol. '"Medical Department Activities, Army Air Forces
Central Flying Training Command."

Narrative. Surprise physical examinations of black troops
for venereal disease infection mentioned.

Other Records

223.197
Data Books. Quarterly compilations of statistical data
concerning all aspects of the Command and its mission,
prepared by the 5th Statistical Control Unit. The tables
cited below include separate entries for white and black
enlisted men.

Sep 1943

Pages unnumbered
"AAFCFTC Total Military and Civilian Population by Arm or

Service," "Intelligence Levels and Educational Background of
Enlisted Personnel Assigned," and "AAFCFTC Consolidated
Housing Report."

Jan 1944

Pp.5, 12

"Personnel by Schools and Stations" (unnumbered prefatory
table), "AAFCFTC Total Military and Civilian Population by

Arm or Service," and "AAFCFTC Digest of Inventory of Air
Corps Personnel."

Apr 1944

Pp.2, 4

"Personnel by Schools and Stations" (unnumbered prefatory
table), "AAFCFTC Total Population,” and "AAFCFTC Authorized
and Actual Military and Civilian Population, Air Corps and
Arms and Services."

Aug 1944

Pp.3, 4
"Personnel by Schools and Stations" (unnumbered prefatory
table), "AAFCFTC Total Population," and "Authorized and
Actual Military and Civilian Population, Air Corps and Arms
and Services."

Oct 1944

Pp.3, 6
"Personnel by Schools and Stations" (unnumbered prefatory
table), "AAFCFTC Total Population,” and "Authorized and
Actual Military and Civilian Population, Air Corps and Arms
and Services."
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Nov 1944

Pp.3, 6
"Personnel by Schools and Stations" (unnumbered prefatory
table), "AAFCFTC Total Population," and "Authorized and

Actual Military and Civilian Population, Air Corps and Arms
and Services."

Jun 1945

Pp.2, 4, 25
"Station Summary as of 30 June 1945" (unnumbered prefatory
table), "Total Population," "Authorized and Actual Military
and Civilian Population, Air Corps and Arms and Services,"
and "V. D. Rates by Stations."

Jul 1945
Pp.2, 3, 17
"Total Population," "Authorized and Actual Military and

Civilian Population, Air Corps and Arms and Services," and
"V. D. Rates by Stations."

Sep 1945
Pp.10, 11, 16
"Total Population," "Population, Military and Civilian," and

"V. D. Rates."

223.273

Aug 1942-Jul 1943, except for Sep 1942, Oct 1942, and Jul 1943.
Station Lists. 1Includes lists of units assigned to stations
throughout the Command. Among the units listed are "Aviation

Squadrons (Separate)," segregated squadrons of black enlisted
men, usually used as labor battalions.
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Western Flying Training Command
Records

7 linear feet, 1940-1945; decimal classification nos. 224.01
through 224.951.

Official command histories and appended supporting docs. (6
linear feet).

Also includes (1 linear foot) special histories, training
progress charts, conference reports, data books, organizational
charts, station lists, daily diaries, and training reports.

Records Surveved

All Western Flying Training Command records described above.

Official Command Histories

224.01

7 Dec 1941-Dec 1942
Prepared by Historical Section, West Coast Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 5 vols.

Vol.4, pp.864, 906-907, 910-13
Narrative. Brief paragraph on establishment of recreational
facilities for black troops. Problems associated with
stationing black units (quartermaster transportation platoons
and aviation squadrons) in certain locales in Calif. (Gardner
Field, Merced, Lemoore Army Air Field, and Santa Rosa Army Air
Field) and N. Mex. (Kirtland Field).

Vol.5, "Str{ength] Report" Section
Supporting docs. Quarterly strength reports for the Command,
showing separate totals by station for black and white
enlisted men.

224.01
Jan-Dec 1943
Prepared by Historical Section, West Coast Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 8 vols.
Vol.2, pp.338, 347
Narrative. Transition training of black pilots at Mather
Field, Calif., Nov 1943.
Vol.4, pp.853-56
Narrative. Establishment of Command-wide Provisional
Replacement Depot for incoming black enlisted men at Luke
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Field, Ariz. Three aviation squadrons (Stockton Field and
Chico Army Air Field, Calif., and Marana Army Air Field,
Ariz.) placed on alert to assist in crop harvesting.

Vol.5, p.1l1l61l
Narrative. Problems in providing recreational facilities for
black troops.

Vol.8, Tab 27

Supporting docs. Monthly strength reports for the command
showing totals by station for black and white enlisted men.

224.01
Jan-Jun 1944

Prepared by Historical Section, Western Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 5 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.214, 221-22, 231-33
Narrative. Transition training in B-25s at Mather Field,
Calif., for black pilots; includes statistical table.

Vol.2, pp.277
Narrative. Bombardier training for black navigators at
Roswell Army Air Field, N. Mex., mentioned.

Vol.3, pp.626, 671, 680, 688-89, 691-94, 697-98, 820-21
Narrative. Recommendations for incorporating black enlisted
men into Base Units. Need for maximum use of black troops
due to shortages of white troops. Statistical tables showing
black and white troop strength by station. Inactivation of
black quartermaster transportation platoons and transfer of
personnel to Sections F of new Base Unit organizations.

Vol.4, pp.877, 882, 914-16, 928, 939-41, 964, and Tab 1

(nos. 13-19)

Narrative and supporting docs. Improvements to "colored day
rooms" at Deming Army Air Field, N. Mex. Allocation of
musical instruments to black units. Shortage of black
chaplains. Venereal disease rates for blacks. Assignment of
black WAC detachment to Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz.

Monthly Command Personnel Reports listing black and white
enlisted men by station.

Vol.5, Tab 17 (no. 1, p.9), Tab 20 (no. 1, p.2), and Tab 42

(no. 1, pp.1-2).

Supporting docs. Loss of experienced personnel requires
greater use of black manpower. Attempts to secure a USO club
for black troops at Deming Army Air Field, N. Mex., and
improve facilities at Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz., and
Marfa Army Air Field, Tex.
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224.01

Jul-Aug 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 3 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.106-108, 114-16, and 259
Narrative. B-25 transition training at Mather Field, Calif.,
for black pilots and transfer of B-25 transition training
from Mather to Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz. Increased use
of black personnel for aircraft maintenance.

Vol.2, pp.348, 477, 486-87, 498, 508, 519-20, and 535
Narrative. Emphasis on use of black enlisted men in more
responsible positions. Black/white AWOL rates. Reference to
special study of morale of black troops as part of a larger
War Department program. Disposition of press releases
concerning court martial of two black WACs at Douglas Army
Air Field, Ariz. Search for two black chaplains for circuit
assignments. Black/white venereal disease rates. Venereal
disease control NCOs trained at Tuskegee, Ala., and assigned
to stations having black troops.

Vol.3, Tab 1 (no. 15), Tab 11 (pp.12, 39, 51-52), Tab 35 (nos. 1

and 2), and Tab 39 (no. 1)
Supporting docs. Graph showing numbers of black and white
enlisted men for 1943 and 1944. "Report of Conference on
Wing and Station Commanding Officers" includes discussion of
problems with black troops, especially use of black military
police. AWOL rates for Jul and Aug. Sample "Report of Negro
Chaplain’s Visit."

224.01
Sep~-Oct 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 3 vols.
Vol.l, pp.1l1, 41-42, 67, 73, and 110
Narrative. Organizational chart showing separate chaplain
for black personnel. Proportional allocation of promotions
by race. Black WACs at Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz.
Black/white AWOL rates.
Vol.2, pp.286-88
Narrative. B-25 transition training for black pilots at
Mather Field, Calif. and Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz.
Vol.3, pp.580, 587, 599-601, 610-11, 650, 661, Tab 5 (no. 2),
Tab 9 (nos. 3, 4, 7, 8, and 9)
Narrative and supporting docs. Black/white venereal disease
rates. Foreign language course for convalescents conducted
by black patients at Marana Army Air Field, Ariz. Special
arrangements for social activities for black personnel at
Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz., Deming Army Air Field,
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N. Mex., Pecos and Marfa Army Air Fields, Tex. Termination
of Negro Chaplain Program. Black/white AWOL rates. Tables
showing personnel distribution and eligibility for overseas
assignment by race.

224.01
Nov-Dec 1944

Prepared by Historical Section, Western Flying Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 4 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.66-67, 69, 107-110, and 122

Narrative. Command asked to supply cadre for establishment
of new black WAC detachment at San Antonio Aviation Cadet
Center. Black WACs at Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz.,
scheduled for overseas duty (a reversal of previous War
Department policy). Table showing black/white ratio of
personnel assigned to Provost Marshall activities. Also
includes four-page section outlining Command policies for
handling "racial problems."

Vol.2, pp.361, 363-64, 367-68

Narrative. B-25 transition training for black pilots at
Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz. Brief account of 15 black
combat returnees who refused to enter B-25 transition
training.

Vol.3, pp.738, 754-57, 791-93, 799, and 813, Tab 1 (p.53), Tab 5

(no.

1)

Narrative and supporting docs. Venereal disease problems
among black troops and training of black NCOs as venereal
disease control officers at Tuskegee, Ala. Four-page
section, "Welfare of Negro Troops," giving details of racial
incidents at Kingman Army Air Field, Ariz., and Command
efforts to improve conditions for black personnel. Three-
page section summarizing racial incidents at Pecos and Pyote
Army Air Fields, Tex., and Marana Army Air Field, Ariz.
Black/white AWOL rates, Dec 1944.

Vol.4, Tab 9 (nos. 1, 4-7, 12-15)

Supporting docs. Reports of station facilities give
occasional reference to recreational facilities for blacks.
Statistical tables showing Command strength (separate totals
for black and white enlisted men) and black/white eligibility
for overseas assignment.

224.01
Jan-Feb 1945

Prepared by Historical Section, Western Flying Training
Command, 1 Jun 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 2
vols.
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Vol.1l, pp.23, 55-57, 63, 68-69, 74-76a, 97, 125, and 214-22
Narrative. Tables: monthly Command strength showing
personnel distribution by location and rank, broken down by
race and sex; eligibility for overseas assignment by race;
number of Air Forces civilians by grade and race. Assessment
of susceptibility of blacks to coccidioidomycosis ("valley
fever"). B-25 transition training at Douglas Army Air Field,
Ariz., especially problems with black combat returnees
entering transition training.

Vol.2, pp.301, 447, Tab 5 (nos. 2-5)

Narrative and supporting docs. Black bombardier trainees
carried as "overload" students. Twin-engine training at

Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz. Venereal disease rates and
control efforts for black personnel.

224.01
Mar-Apr 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Flying Training

Command, 1 Aug 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 2
vols.

Vol.1l, pp.50, 162-67
Narrative. Personnel strength table with separate figures
for black and white enlisted men. B-25 transition training
at Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz., including a discussion of
black pilots who attempted to avoid graduation.

224.01

May-Jun 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Flying Training
Command, 1 Oct 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 2
vols.

Vol.1l, pp.29-30, 33, 50, 58-59, 98-99, 106, 109-110
Narrative. Command strength tables with separate figqures for
black and white enlisted men. Courts martial involving black
enlisted men at La Junta Army Air Field, Colo., and
Victorville Army Air Field, Calif. Segregated recreational
facilities at Marana Army Air Field, Ariz. B-25 transition
training at Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz.

Vol.2, Tab 2, no.l

Supporting docs. Table showing enlisted strength by race and
sex as of 30 Jun 1945.

224.01
Jul-15 Nov 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Flying Training

Command, 15 Nov 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 1
vol.
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Table 2A (pp.33-35), Appendix 2 (nos. 1, 2, 6, and 8), Appendix 6
(no. 1)

Command strength by race and station. Venereal disease rates

by race. Opinions on establishment of postwar AAF fraternal
organizations, by race.

Official Histories, Special Subijects

224.740

1940-1944
Prepared by Office of the Surgeon, Western Flying Training
Command, 1 Dec 1944. Narrative in 2 vols. '"History of the

Medical Department, Western Flying Training Command."

Vol.1l, pp.158, 206, 233, and two tables following p.215
Narrative. Briefly mentions B-25 transition training at
Mather Field, Calif. Bombardier and navigator training at
Roswell Army Air Field, N. Mex. Training of black NCOs in
venereal disease control at Tuskegee, Ala. Tables show
eligibility of enlisted men for overseas assignment, by race.

Other Records

224.113
Reports, AAF Radio Production Unit, Santa Anna, Calif.
Jun 1942-Jan 1945
The Army Air Forces orchestra of the Radio Production Unit

provided music for the Frank Capra motion picture film "The
Negro Soldier."

224,113, Command Data Book

Oct 1945

Pp.10, 11, 16
Command personnel strength tables and venereal disease rates,
by race.

224.273, Station Lists

5 Aug 1942

P.32 and passim
Unit lists for each station annotated as "Colored Unit" or
"Partly Colored Unit" as applicable. Also lists seven
Aviation Squadrons (Separate).

15 Sep 1942

P.35 and passim
Unit lists for each station annotated as "Colored Unit" or
"Partly Colored Unit" as applicable. Also lists seven
Aviation Squadrons (Separate).

43



1 Jan 1943

P.35 and passim
Unit lists for each station annotated as "Colored Unit" or
"Partly Colored Unit" as applicable. Also lists fifteen
Aviation Squadrons (Separate).

1 Mar 1943

P.37 and passim
Unit lists for each station annotated as "Colored Unit" or
"Partly Colored Unit" as applicable. Also lists seventeen
Aviation Squadrons (Separate).

1 Apr 1943

P.36 and passim
Unit lists for each station annotated as "Colored Unit" or
"Partly Colored Unit" as applicable. Also lists nineteen
Aviation Squadrons (Separate).

15 May 1943

P.37-38 and passim
Unit lists for each station annotated as "Negro Enlisted
Personnel" or "Partly Negro Enlisted Personnel" as
applicable. Also lists twenty-three Aviation Squadrons,
twenty annotated as "Negro."

20 Jul 1943

P.38-39 and passinm _
Unit lists for each station annotated as "Negro Enlisted
Personnel" or "Partly Negro Enlisted Personnel" as
applicable. Also lists twenty-three Aviation Squadrons,
twenty annotated as "Negro."

5 Oct 1943

P.40~41 and passinm
Unit lists for each station annotated as "Negro Enlisted
Personnel" or "Partly Negro Enlisted Personnel" as
applicable. Also lists twenty Aviation Squadrons, all
annotated as "Negro."

224.603, Standard Operating Procedures for Intelligence Officers
1 Nov 1944

Docs.II-6 and III-S8
Instructions from Western Flying Training Command to station
intelligence officers: "Use of Information System to Obtain
Information Regarding the Racial Situation," 6 Oct 1944 and

"Reports Concerning the Racial Situation," 14 Jun 1945
(amended) .

224.719, Weekly Training Reports
2 Mar-17 Aug 1945

Tabular reports; entries for Douglas Army Air Field, Ariz.,
show status of B-25 transition training for black pilots.
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Technical Training Command

Records

12 linear feet, 1917-1948; decimal classification nos. 225.01
through 225.9511.

Includes official command histories, 1917-1943 (1.5 linear
feet) and 1945-1948 (1.5 linear feet). (Note: Records for the
period Jul 1943-Nov 1945 with classification nos. 225.01 are
Eastern Technical Training Command official histories.)

Under classification nos. 225.06 through 225.9511 (9 linear
feet) are a variety of Technical Training Command records as well
as assorted records of the Command’s 1lst, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th
Districts and the Eastern, Central, and Western Technical Training
Commands. Because these records are interfiled and not arranged
by regional commands or districts, they are included in this guide
as part of the records of the Technical Training Command. These
records include progress reports, official histories of
subordinate units, photographs, annual reports, daily diaries,
conference minutes, board proceedings, personnel correspondence
files, organizational charts, station lists, maps, training
materials, and Tables of Organization and Equipment.

Records Survevyed

Official histories for 1917-1943 (1.5 linear feet).

Official Command Histories

History of the AAF Technical Training Command and Its Predecessors
225.01

1 Jan 1939-7 Jul 1943
Prepared by Historical Section, AAF Training Command, 1 Mar
1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 12 vols. History
of the AAF Technical Training Command prepared by AAF
Training Command historians after the Jul 1943 merger of
the Flying Training and Technical Training Commands (see
above). The Technical Training Command (activated on 26
Mar 1941 as the Army Air Corps Technical Training Command
and redesignated Army Air Forces Technical Training Command
a year later) and its predecessor organizations were
responsible for all non-flying training in the Army Air
Forces. Courses of instruction were numerous and varied
and ranged from basic training to meteorology, aircraft
mechanics, and cryptography. A careful review of
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all twelve volumes turned up little material which
specifically mentions technical training for blacks.

Vol.2, pp.252-53, 272, 304, and 402-404
Narrative. Discussion of racial tension and segregation at
Jefferson Barracks Basic Training Center, St. Louis, Mo.,
including the establishment of a separate classification unit
staffed entirely by blacks.

Vol.7, pp.2018-19, 2056, 2058
Supporting docs. Transcript of 11 Oct 1942 telephone
conversation between a General Jones and a Colonel Howard:
includes discussion concerning assignment of blacks at
various bases in the eastern U.S. Extracts from
Headquarters AAF staff meeting of 10 Aug 1942 pertaining to
"Vitalization of Technical Training Program;" a General
Hanley cites cases of '"Negroes and Egyptians" performing
aircraft maintenance to support his contention that
theoretical training is superfluous.
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1st District, AAF Technical Training Command

Records

1.5 linear feet, 1942-1943; decimal classification nos.
225.01.

Official district histories and appended supporting
docs. (Note: Additional 1st District records can be found
interfiled among Technical Training Command records, decimal
classification nos. 225.06-225.9511; see description for Technical
Training Command records.)

Records Surveved

All 1st District records under decimal classification no.
225.021.

Official Histories

225.021

10 Mar 1942-7 Jul 1943
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 3 vols.
Organization and collation of the volumes is poor; narrative
and supporting docs. are interfiled and poorly numbered.

Vol.1l, Sec.2, Pt.1l, p.24
Special arrangements for arrival of black recruits at Basic
Training Center No. 10, Greensboro, N. C.

Vol.1l, Sec.2, Pt.3, History of G-3, Miscellaneous section
Brief reference to Jun 1943 directive calling for preparation
of defense plan against racial disturbances or riots.

Vol.l, Sec.2, Pt.3, History of G-3, Mobile Training Unit

section, Inclosure #21
Letter of commendation from Colonel F. V. H. Kimble, Tuskegee
Army Air Field commander, to Commanding General, 1st
District, 9 Dec 1942.

Vol.2, Sec.2, Pt.9, History of Staff Quartermaster, pp.18-

19 and Inclosure #6
Short discussion of problems with 927th and 928th
Quartermaster Platoons, Transportation, stationed at
Goldsboro, N. C., and Boca Raton, Fla., technical schools;
includes manning table.

Vol.3, Sec.2, Pt.12, History of Staff Engineer Section, p.3
Mentions use of black women as construction laborers at Basic
Training Center No. 10, Greensboro, N. C.
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225.021

10 Mar 1942-31 Dec 1942
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 2 vols.
A consolidated history based, in part, on the history cited
immediately above.

Vol.l, pp.45, 63-64, 237, 255
Narrative. Use of black enlisted men as drivers in Miami
Beach, Fla., not permitted. Shortage of recreational
facilities for blacks around Greensboro, N. C. Black women
used as construction laborers at Greensboro. Prostitution in
Atlantic City, N. J., mentioned.

225.021

1 Jan-7 Jul 1943
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Comnmand, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 5 vols.
Second installment of consolidated history cited above.

Vol.l, p.287
Narrative. Personnel problems of 80th Aviation Squadron,
Seymour Johnson Field, N. C.

Vol.2, pp.503-504, 525-29, 531-32, 553
Narrative. Further discussion of problems in 80th Aviation
Squadron: low morale, inspection results, grievances,
commanding officer relieved of command. USO clubs for black
personnel and problems with public transportation in
Goldsboro, N. C. mentioned.

Vol.3
Supporting docs. Appendix A, Summary of Activities. "Basic
Training Center #10, Greensboro, N. C.": separate educational
and recreational activities; issue of rifles to 80th,
376th, 409th, and 410th Aviation Squadrons. "Pending
Projects: Miscellaneous": 409th and 410th Aviation Squadrons
use firing range at Fort Bragg, N. C; 80th and 376th Aviation
Squadrons to receive 283 men from Kearns, Utah. "G-1
Projects": Discussion of arrivals of black troops at Basic
Training Center No. 10 and selection of "acting non-
commissioned officers (straw bosses) ."

Vol.5, Inclosures 161 and 172
Supporting docs. Extract from General Inspection of AAF
Technical School, Goldsboro, N. C. pertaining to grievances
of black personnel of 80th Aviation Squadron and 927th
Quartermaster Platoon. "“History of the 80th Aviation
Squadron Technical School, AAFTTC, Seymour Johnson Field,
From September 9, 1942 through July 7, 1943%": outlines
history of 80th since activation; includes names of key
officers and their civilian backgrounds, stations of
assignment, duties, mission, and problems encountered.
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2nd District, AAF Technical Training Command

Records

2.25 linear feet, 1939-1943; decimal classification
no. 225.022,.

Official district histories and appended supporting
docs. (Note: Additional 2nd District records can be found
interfiled among AAF Technical Training Command records, decimal
classification nos. 225.06-225.9511.)

Records Surveved

All 2nd District records described above, except those
mentioned in the parenthetical note.

Official District Histories

225.022
1 Jan 1939-7 Dec 1941
Prepared by HQ, 2nd District, 25 oct 1943. Narrative and

supporting docs. in 3 vols. "History of the Second District:
Consolidated History of Stations Later Incorporated into the
2nd District. . . .» History of three major stations of the

2nd District--Scott and Chanute Fields, Ill., and Jefferson
Barracks, Mo.

Vol.2, doc.13, p.3
Supporting docs. Informational pamphlet, "The Air Corps
Technical School, Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11.", n.d. but

after Nov 1940. Page cited notes lack of black domestic help
in Rantoul.

225,022

7 Dec 1941-31 Dec 1942
Prepared by Headquarters 2nd District, n.d. Narrative and
supporting docs. in 5 vols.

Vol.1l, p.83
Narrative. TInauguration of technical training for black
personnel at Chanute and Scott Fields, Ill., and Tomah, Wis.
Plans for black Officers Candidate School at Jefferson
Barracks, Mo., abandoned.
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Vol.2, pp.347-48, 399, 430-31
Narrative. Arrival of first black inductees at Jefferson
Barracks, Mo., Nov 1942, and establishment of segregated
facilities. Table showing number of inductees, by race,
classified at Jefferson Barracks, Dec 1941-Dec 1942.
Venereal disease rates among blacks at Jefferson Barracks.

Vol.3, p.715
Supporting doc. Training for black recruits deemed part of
regular quota.

Vol.4, p.1221
Supporting doc. Arrival of first black recruits at Jefferson
Barracks, Mo.

Vol.5, pp.1339, 1348, 1362, 1482, 1488, 1611
Supporting docs. Table showing Jan 1943 troop strength of
black units at Jefferson Barracks, Mo.: 84th Aviation
Squadron; 916th, 1166th, 1167th, 1168th, 357th, and 360th
Technical School Squadrons. Segregated USO club in St.
Louis, Mo., segregated mess at Chanute Field, Ill., and
meeting regarding the training of blacks at Jefferson
Barracks mentioned. Venereal disease among blacks at
Jefferson Barracks prompted adoption of the "Tuskegee Plan."

225.022

1 Jan-7 Jul 1943
Prepared by Historical Section, Headquarters 2nd District,
n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 10 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.81, 83, 85-86
Narrative. Separate and inadequate messing facilities for
black personnel at Jefferson Barracks, Mo.

Vol.2, pp.558, 608-610, 631-32
Narrative. Establishment of training wing and Negro
Classification Unit at Jefferson Barracks, Mo. Black troops
used as guards at Jefferson Barracks. Graph depicting number
of black inductees processed.

Vol.3, pp.719, 757, 770-71, 793-95, 807, 835-42, 856, 862
Narrative. Jefferson Barracks, Mo., venereal disease rate
among blacks high; "Tuskegee plan" used to lower the rate.
Problems providing mess for blacks at Jefferson Barracks.
Low morale among black troops at Sioux Falls, S. Dak.
Controversy over proposal to convert Jefferson Barracks into
all-black training site. Army Air Forces criticized for not
using troops undergoing training to control Detroit, Mich.,
race riot of Jun 1943.

Vol.4, pp.1213, 1217-19
Supporting docs. Segregated mess halls at Jefferson
Barracks, Mo., discussed.
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Vol.8, pp.3542, 3546-47, 3550-51, 3641, 3645, 3695, 3832-41

Supporting docs. Constitution, activation, and redesignation
orders for units in 2nd District (units with black enlisted
marked with asterisk). Use of blacks and Chinese-Americans
as mess attendants suggested. Enlisted men eligible for
combat duty to be reported by race. Ten-page narrative
summary, "The Colored Soldier in the Second District,"
includes information on the following: Chanute and Scott
Fields, Ill., 99th Pursuit Squadron, Allison Factory School
(Indianapolis, Ind.), Truax Field and Tomah, Wis., Sioux
Falls, S. Dak., Jefferson Barracks, Mo., venereal disease
rates, and assignment/training policies.
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3rd District, AAF Technical Training Command

Records

None. There are no records in the Agency under the decimal
classification no. that was apparently reserved for the 3rd
District, 225.023 (see A Guide to the Resources of the USAF
Historical Research Center, Aug 1985, p.178). A few scattered
records for the 3rd District are interfiled among Technical
Training Command records, decimal classification nos. 225.06-

225.9511; see description under Technical Training Command
records.

Records Surveyed

None.
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4th District, AAF Technical Training Command

Records

1 linear foot, 1942-43; decimal classification no. 225.024.
Official district histories and appended supporting
docs. Note: Additional 4th District records can be found
interfiled among Technical Training Command records, decimal
classification nos. 225.06-225.9511; see description for Technical
Training Command records.

Records Surveved

All 4th District records described above.

Official District Histories

225.024

10 Mar 1942-31 Dec 1942
Prepared by Historical Section, Headquarters 4th District.
Narrative and supporting docs. in 4 vols.

Vol.1l, p.257
Narrative. Brief reference to speeding and reckless driving
of black personnel operating Army vehicles in Denver.

225.024

1 Jan-8 Jul 1943
Prepared by Historical Section, Headquarters 4th District.
Narrative and supporting docs. in 4 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.l1l51-52,
183-86, 312
Narrative. Training of black personnel at Anderson Clerical
School, Los Angeles, Calif. Abandonment of concentrated
technical training at Chanute Field, Ill., and assignment of
qualified blacks to schools in 4th District; includes quotas
by technical specialty and site of training. Rehabilitation
units for slow-learner recruits.

Vol.3, pp.706-708, 727-30
Narrative. Unannounced arrival of black instructors at
Lincoln Army Air Field and Lincoln Aeronautical Institute,
Neb., causes housing problems. Problems providing separate
housing, messing, and recreational facilities for black
personnel at Basic Training Center No. 8, Fresno, Calif., and
Kearns, Utah; instructions received from 4th District to use

53



existing facilities and avoid segregation, which violated
"intent of WD [War Department] and AAF policies."™

Vol.4
Supporting doc. Letter from Headquarters AAF Technical
Training Command to subordinate headquarters, 11 Jan 1943;
Subject: "Technical Training for Colored Enlisted Men."
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5th District, AAF Technical Training Command

Records

3.25 linear feet, 1942-1943; decimal classification
no. 225.025.

Official district histories and appended supporting
docs. Note: Additional 5th District records can be found
interfiled among Technical Training Command records, decimal
classification nos. 225.06-225.9511; see description for Technical
Training Command records.

Records Surveyed

All 5th District records described above.

Official District Histories

225.025

Feb 1942-Nov 1943
Preparing offices vary and in some cases cannot be
determined. Consists of 16 vols. of assorted histories and
supporting docs. of 5th District headquarters and subordinate
units. Pagination is inconsistent and sometimes nonexistent.

Vol.2, p.35, 134, 157
Supporting docs. Brief reference to 417th, 418th, and 83rd
Aviation Squadrons; use of aviation squadrons in farm work
mentioned (racial composition of squadrons unclear).

Vol.3, Pt.1l. History of Officer Candidate School, pp.iv, 149,

151; Tables 6, 7, 9; and Graphs 1-2.
Narrative. Mostly statistical data on Officer Candidates
showing age distribution, performance, class standing, Army
General Classification Test scores, eliminees, and graduates;
separate figures given for "special groups," i.e. blacks and
foreign students.

Vol.3, Pt.2. History of the 417th Aviation Squadron (6 pages);

General Order No. 7, 6 May 1943, 417th Aviation Squadron.
Supporting docs. Short historical sketch of a presumably
white aviation squadron; brief reference to black 83rd
Aviation Squadron.

55



Vol.13, History of the Miami Beach Army Air Forces Training Base,
Pt.1, p.153
Narrative. Commanding general for Miami, Fla., area declined
black transportation platoon in deference to local ordinance
prohibiting presence of blacks in Miami Beach after 9:00 P.M.
Vol.14, History of the Miami Beach Army Air Forces Training Base,
Pt.2, p.287
Narrative. Local ordinance prohibiting blacks from residing
in Miami Beach precludes use of black squadrons.
Vol.16, History of the Miami Beach Army Air Forces Training Base,
Pt.4, pp.802, 806
Supporting docs. Telephone conversation transcript
documenting exclusion of black troops in conformance with
Miami Beach’s local ordinances.

56



Eastern Technical Training Command

Records

6.5 linear feet, 1943-1945; decimal classification no. 225.01
(for the period Jul 1943-Nov 1945; before and after that period
records with no. 225.01 are Technical Training Command records).
Contains official histories and appended supporting
docs. Note: Additional Eastern Technical Training Command records
can be found under decimal classification nos. 225.06-225.09511,
which are described under Technical Training Command.

Records Surveyed

Eastern Technical Training Command described above with
decimal classification no. 225.01.

Official Histories

225.01

8 Jul 1943-1 Mar 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 6 vols.

Vol.l, pp.182, 225-26
Narrative. High venereal disease rates at Greensboro, N. C.,
briefly mentioned. Discussion of recreational facilities,
including USO clubs, for black troops at Greensboro.

Vol.2, pp.290, 339-41, 414, 476-78, 481, 493-500, 551, 598-99,

601-602, 605
Narrative. Troop shipments to Seymour Johnson Field and
Greensboro (Basic Training Center No. 10), N. C. Conflicts
between black personnel and local white civilians in
Gulfport, Miss. High absence-without-leave rates and low
morale at Basic Training Center No. 10. Resistance of
northern blacks to segregated public transportation in the
South. Segregated facilities at Keesler Field, Miss.
Housing problems of black civilian employees. Segregated
unit activated, the 927th Quartermaster Platoon,
Transportation. Opposition of Biloxi, Miss., whites to high
number (6,500) of blacks at nearby Keesler Field. Racial
incident at Gulfport Field, Miss., Nov 1943.

Vol.5, pp.1644, 1831, 1834, 1845, 1897
Supporting docs. Segregated medical wards. Black Officer
Candidate School graduates at Miami Beach, Fla. Releases by
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Public Relations Officers to black press. USO clubs for
blacks in Greensboro, N. C.

Vol.6, pp.1959, 2054-55, 2171, 2174, 2225-28
Supporting docs. Special troop movement of 39th Provisional
AAF Squadron. Opposition of Biloxi, Miss., whites to blacks
at nearby Keesler Field. Venereal disease rates. "Schedule
of Technical Training (Colored)," 14 Feb 1944. Racial
incident at Gulfport Field, Miss.

225.01

1 Mar-1 Jul 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, 1 Sep 1944. Narrative and supporting docs. in 7
vols.

Vol.1, pp.158-59, 161, 174, 194, 196, 198-200, 309, 312, 339-41,

344, 349
Narrative. Inauguration of Base Unit organization system
and establishment of Sections F for black personnel. Basic
training for blacks a chief function of Basic Training Center
No. 10, Greensboro, N. C.; charges of racial discrimination
at Basic Training Center No. 10. Transfer of blacks from
Jefferson Barracks, Mo., to Sioux Falls Army Air Field,
S. Dak. Retention of surplus black personnel of the Eastern
Technical Training Command at Seymour Johnson Field, N. C.
Technical training at Bell Aircraft Corporation School,
Chanute and Scott Fields, Ill., and Truax Field, Wis.
Reduction in black enlisted men at Scott Field. Increase in
black enlisted men at Sioux Falls Army Air Field. Commanding
officer of the Willow Run Technical School, ¥Ypsilanti, Mich.,
rejected Manpower Board recommendation to replace white
enlisted men with blacks because separate housing not
available. Lack of unskilled black laborers at Boca Raton
Army Air Field, Fla.

Vol.2, pp.386, 428, 485-86, 604
Narrative. Black cooks used at Boca Raton Field Army Air
Field, Fla. Black military police used at Sioux Falls Army
Air Field, S. Dak., and Greensboro, N. C. Morale problems in
aviation squadrons. Black instructors for white students at
Scott Field, Il1l.

Vol.3, doc.96
Supporting doc. "Minutes of Station Commanders Conference,"
16-17 Apr 1944, convened to discuss implementation of Base
Unit organization plan, which included establishment of
Section F units for blacks.

Vol.4, docs.141, 144, 156-58
Supporting docs. Use of black cooks at Boca Raton Army Air
Field, Fla. Separate figures for blacks and whites required
in venereal disease reports. Interviews with commander and
men of 80th Aviation Squadron, with discussion on morale
problems.
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225.01

Jul-Sep 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 5 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.68-69
Narrative. Plans for establishment of black WAC unit at
Sioux Falls Army Air Field, S. Dak.

Vol.2, pp.211-12, 325-27, 333, 347-48
Narrative. Availability of technical training for black
personnel. Venereal disease rates at Sioux Falls Army Air
Field, s. Dak., Boca Raton Army Air Field, Fla., and Scott
and Chanute Fields, Ill. Morale of black personnel at Sioux
Falls and Boca Raton Army Air Fields.

Vol.3, doc.21
Supporting doc. Description and plans relating to
establishment of a black WAC unit at Sioux Falls Army Air
Field, S. Dak.

Vol.4, docs.123, 124
Supporting docs. Correspondence relating to technical
training of assigned black personnel.

225.01

1 Sep-1 Nov 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, 1 Jan 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 6
vols.

Vol.1l, p.25
Narrative. Quotas for trainees at the Holley Carburetor Co.,
Detroit, Mich., include black enlisted men.

Vol.2, pp.331, 362-64, 391-93, 400, 419-20, 423-27, 433-37,

456-64, 501~-502, 518
Narrative. Commander at Sioux Falls Army Air Field, S. Dak.,
rated 76% of the 580 black enlisted men assigned there as
below average. Training as guards and truck drivers opened
to black enlisted men but Radio Operator-Mechanic training
remained closed. Plans to establish black WAC unit at Sioux
Falls Army Air Field. Tables showing venereal disease rate
by base and race, Jul-Oct 1944. Discussion of relationship
between overall venereal disease rates and number of black
troops. High venereal disease rates among black personnel,
especially at Boca Raton Army Air Field, Fla. Attempts to
improve the morale of black troops at Sioux Falls and Boca
Raton Army Air Fields, and Langley Field, Va. Complaint of
discrimination at the Boca Raton Army Air Field hospital.
Establishment of a Director of Colored Personnel for each
Continental Air Force recommended.
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Vol.3, pp.687-88
Narrative. Black WAC unit at Sioux Falls Army Air Field,
S. Dak., to be temporarily quartered in white WAC area until
special quarters for black unit completed.

Vol.4, doc.24
Supporting doc. Message concerning proposed training of
black and white enlisted men and civilians at Holley
Carburetor Company, Detroit, Mich.

Vol.5, docs.154-56
Supporting docs. Correspondence and memorandum outlining
problems associated with using black personnel as armed
guards at Scott Field, Ill. Correspondence approving on-the-
job training of black enlisted men as drivers.

Vol.6, docs.177, 180-82, 195-96, 199-200, 202-203, 205,

207-208, 210-11, 213-14, 233-38
Supporting docs. Correspondence, messages, memoranda, and
reports concerning effective use of black personnel. Use of
black civilian barbers at Sioux Falls Army Air Field, S. Dak.
Housing arrangements for black and white WAC units at Sioux
Falls Army Air Field. Study of infectious mononucleosis at
Boca Raton Army Air Field, Fla., with data broken down by
race and sex. Venereal disease rates for the command
analyzed by race. Encouragement of musical activities among
black personnel at Boca Raton Army Air Field to boost morale.
Complaints of inappropriate job assignments and racial
discrimination at Boca Raton Army Air Field.

225.01

1 Nov 1944-1 Jan 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, 28 Feb 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 4
vols.

Vol.l, pp.95, 99-100, 154, 173, 175-77
Narrative. Black and white enlisted men transferred to
infantry training camps. Black WAC company at Sioux Falls
Army Air Field, S. Dak. Citizens of Boca Raton, Fla.,
concerned over presence of black troops. Venereal disease
among black personnel affects morale; high rate at Sioux
Falls Army Air Field attributed to presence of black WAC
company.

Vol.2, pp.295, 362
Narrative. Training of black pilots "encouraged." Surplus
black officers at Scott Field, Ill., ineligible for
reassignment.

225.01

1 Jan-1 Mar 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, 31 May 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in
4 vols.
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Vol.2, p.420
Narrative. Decline in venereal disease rates for black
personnel.

Vol.3, doc.60
Supporting doc. Overall strength figures for the command, by
race and sex.

225.01

1 Mar-1 May 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, 1 Aug 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in
4 vols.

Vol.l, pp.20, 33-34
Narrative. Table showing number of civilians employed by
race and sex; discussion of low morale among black WACs at
Sioux Falls Army Air Field, S. Dak.

Vol.2, pp.380-81, 399-402
Narrative. Venereal disease rates among blacks at Truax
Field, Wis., and Sioux Falls Army Air Field, S. Dak. Morale
low among black WACs at Sioux Falls Army Air Field.

225.01

1 May-1 Jul 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, 1 Oct 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in
3 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.22, 203
Narrative. Table showing civilian personnel strength by race
and sex. Brief reference to black mess crew at Chanute
Field, I11.

Vol.2, doc.17 (pp.1, 7)
Supporting doc. Black enlisted men entered radar maintenance
training at Boca Raton Army Air Field, Fla.

Vol.3, doc.l145 (para. 3)
Supporting doc. Black personnel at Sioux Falls Army Air
Field, S. Dak., transferred from jurisdiction of Eastern
Technical Training Command to Second Air Force.

225.01
1 Jul-1 Sep 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, n.d. Narrative and supporting docs. in 2 vols.
Vol.1, p.18
Narrative. Table showing the command’s civilian strength by
race and sex.
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Central Technical Training Command

Records

.8 linear foot, 1943-1944; decimal classification no.
225.011. Consists of official histories and appended supporting
docs. Note: Additional Central Technical Training Command records
can be found under decimal classification nos. 225.06-225.911,
described under Technical Training Command records.

Records Survevyed

All records described above under decimal classification
no. 225.011.

Official Histories

225.011

7 Jul 1943-1 Mar 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Eastern Technical Training
Command, 20 Jun 1944. Narrative and supporting docs. in 6
vols. Continued from 2nd District, which was renamed Central
Technical Training Command on 7 Jul 1943 and absorbed by
Eastern Technical Training Command on 1 Mar 1944.

Vol.1l, pp 314-316
Narrative. Housing and messing problems associated with
training of black enlisted men at Caterpillar Tractor Co.,
and LeTourneau, Inc., in Peoria, Ill.

Vol.2, pp 440, 443, 487-88, 490, 496, 505-506
Narrative. Housing problems at Jefferson Barracks, Mo.
Dining hall problems at Chanute Field, Il1l. Complaints from
46th Aviation Squadron, Scott Field, Ill. Near mutiny by
85th Aviation Squadron at Sioux Falls Army Air Field, S. Dak.

Vol.5, pp 1505-1516
Supporting docs. Inspection report of schools at Caterpillar
Tractor Co. and LeTourneau, Inc., in Peoria, Ill.; outlines
inadequate quarters and dining facilities for black students.
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Western Technical Training Command

Records

8.5 linear feet, 1939-1945; decimal classification no.
225.012. Contains official histories and appended supporting
docs. Note: Additional Western Technical Training Command records
can be found under decimal classification nos. 225.06-225.09511,
described under Technical Training Command records.

Records Surveved

All Western Technical Training Command records described
above under decimal classification no. 225.012.

Official Histories

225,012
Sep 1939-~-Dec 1944
Office of preparation unknown, n.d. Narrative in 1 vol.
["Medical History of Western Technical Training Command."]
Pp.35-36
Narrative. High venereal disease rates among black personnel
briefly discussed.

225.012

8 Jul 1943-31 Dec 1943
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Technical Training
Command, 1944. Narrative and supporting docs. in 9 vols.

Vol.1l, pp.316, 328-30, 346-47
Narrative. Classification and assignment of black recruits
at Basic Training Center No. 5, Kearns, Utah. Assignment of
black recruits to technical schools. Improper assignment of
black enlisted men of 86th Aviation Squadron.

Vol.2, pp.615-17, 833-48
Narrative. Western Technical Training Command directed to
comply with recent War Department policies and regulations
prohibiting use of "racial designations" as an integral part
of a unit’s organizational name. Memorandum from Secretary
of War directing use of black WAC officers to command black
WAC units quoted. Reaction to memorandum from General George
C. Marshall regarding disaffection among black troops.
Extensive analysis and investigation of racial discrimination
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complaints frop members of 364th Aviation Squadron ang 1005th
Quartermaster Platoon, Transportation, Amarillo Army Air

Field, Tex. Basic Training Center No, 8, Fresno, Calif.,
mentioneq.

Vol.3, pp.1047, 1394-96, 1498-150¢
Narrative, Tentative plans for Providing technical training
to non-aar enlisted personnel. Bivouac training for aviation
Squadrons ordered, with objective of making aviation
Squadrons capable ang Prepared to depart assigned stations on
6 hours notjce, Policies ang reports on use of aviation
Squadrons for Crop harvesting duty.

Vol.s, PP.1501-1508, 1515, 1565

Narrative,. Policies and Feports on use of aviation Squadrons
i i nued i

N. Dak. Transfer of black enlisteq men to Eastern Technical
Training Command.

Vol.5, pp.2215-21
Narrative. Report ang testimony concerning training of
blacks at Lowry Field, Colo., photography school ang
controversy over appointment of black graduates ag Aviation
Cadets for advanced training at Yale University, N.

I
Vol.7, pp.3281, 3297, 3310, 3314—15, 3318-19, 3378-80, 3497-9g
Narrative. Breakdown by race required inp personnel Strength

Neb. Investigation into use of funds for €quipping a service
club for blacks at Lowry Fielq, Colo. Jefferson Barracks,
Mo., and Los Angeles, Calif., area cited asg suitable sites
for concentration of black Personnel. sjck rates for white

Vol.s, Pp.3587-93, 3596-97, 3599, 3601, 3755, 3759, 3769-70, 3781,

3785—87, 3805-3809
Narrative. Venerea] disease rates by race. Use of black
NCOs trained as venereal disease control officers at Tuskegee
Army Air Field, ala. High venerea] disease rates at Amarillo
Army Air Field, Tex. Problems at Lincoln Army Air Field,
Neb., and Sheppard Field, Tex., regarding venereal disease
control ang recreational facilities for blacks. Morale
problems in aviation Squadrons. "Colored Service ciuypn at
Basic Training Center No. 5, Kearns, utah. Recreational
facilities for blacks at Lincoln and Amarillo Army Air Fields
deemed inadequate and not Comparable to white
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facilities. 1Inadequate facilities for blacks at Sheppard
Field, Kearns, and Fort Logan, Colo.

Vol.9 (consists of unnumbered, unpaginated supporting docs.)
Supporting docs. Charts section: "Colored EM--AAFWTTC:

Percentage of Permanent Party and Students." General Orders
section: "Disbandment of 413th, 415th, 416th Aviation
Squadrons."

225.012

Jan-Jun 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Technical Training
Command, 1944. Narrative and supporting docs. in 6 vols.
Vol.l, pp.16, 238-39, 271, 340-41, 360, 363
Narrative. Higher AWOL and court martial rates predicted for
Sheppard Field, Tex., due to increased numbers of black basic
trainees. Black enlisted men organized into special
Section F units following implementation of AAF Base Unit

reorganization plan. Importance of proper assignments for
black enlisted men discussed.

Vol.2, pp.567-69, 639-44, 661-64, 758-61
Narrative. Enlisted grade allotments for all-black units
under AAF Base Unit reorganization plan. Restrictions on
transfer of black aircrew trainees classified "navigator
only" and "bombardier only." Increase number of black
enlisted personnel assigned to Western Technical Training
Command causes concern over adequate separate housing and
recreational facilities. Prospective black aircrew trainees
to be exempt from effects of reduced flying training program.

Vol.3, pp.821-23, 883-84
Narrative. Black WAC company assigned to Kearns, Utah, and
quartered in civilian housing. Use of black enlisted firemen
in WAC barracks area at Lowry Field, Colo., discontinued
because of "incidents."

Vol.5, p.2024
Narrative. Chaplain services for black troops at Sheppard
Field, Tex., discussed.

Vol.6, pp.159-61, 409
Supporting docs. General orders showing disbandment of
various Western Technical Training Command units, including
several with black enlisted men. Monthly statistics on
number of recruits to AAF, broken down by race.

225.012
Jul-Aug 1944

Prepared by Historical Section, Western Technical Training
Command, 1944. Narrative and supporting docs. in 4 vols.
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Vol.1l, pp.215-17
Narrative. Complaints from lLowry Field, Colo., and Maxwell
Field, Ala., regarding transfer of black enlisted men.

Vol.2, p.590
Narrative. Table showing estimated time required for small
arms training by race.

Vol.3, pp.1020-22, 1026, 1028, 1035-36, 1106
Narrative. Control of venereal disease among black
personnel; comparison of venereal disease rates between black
and white personnel. Racial designation of base exchange
facilities at Amarillo Army Air Field, Tex.

Vol.4, docs.1l, 8, 75
Supporting docs. Venereal disease bulletin. Personnel
requirements guidelines for Western Technical Training
Command stations (see guidelines for Sections F). Survey of
Western Technical Training Command exchange services.

225.012

Sep-Oct 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Technical Training
Command, 1944. Narrative and supporting docs. in 6 vols.

Vol.1l, p.250
Narrative. Amarillo Army Air Field, Tex., on policy for
processing applications for Officer Candidate School from
qualified black enlisted men.

Vol.2, pp.527-28, 585
Narrative. Personnel officer at Lowry Field, Colo., attempts
to fully utilize skills of black enlisted men assigned to
Section F. Flow of students to Basic Training Centers shown

by race.
Vol.4, docs.1, 2, 7, 18, 21, 77
Supporting docs. Venereal disease rates by race. Flow of

recruits to basic training by race. Guard School at
Barksdale, La., opened to black enlisted men. Training of
black enlisted men as drivers initiated. Racial designation
required in instructions to Western Technical Training
Command stations for reporting permanent party personnel.
Vol.5, docs.116, 138
Supporting docs. Racial disturbances anticipated in
connection with V-E Day celebrations. Effect of revised
strength and grade allotments on "colored allotment" for
Western Technical Training Command mentioned.
Vol.6, doc.197

Supporting doc. Venereal disease rates by station and race.
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225.012

Nov-Dec 1944
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Technical Training
Command, 1944. Narrative and supporting docs. in 12 vols.

Vol.1l, pp 153, 181-83, 219-20
Narrative. Request for report of guard section personnel by
sex and race. Position of racial advisor to the commander
established at all echelons within Western Technical Training
Command, on orders from Training Command headquarters.

Vol.2, pp 285-86, 332-33, 456-57, 471
Narrative. Black and white enlisted men screened for duty as
educational and vocational counselors. Qualified black
personnel declared eligible for various "token courses," i.e.
courses from which there was no immediate demand for
graduates. Black enlisted men screened for overseas duty by
scores on the Army General Classification Test.

Vol.3, pp 606-607, 700-701, 712
Narrative. Strength of Keesler Basic Training Center, Miss.,
by race. Quotas established for black NCOs to attend
venereal disease control course at Tuskegee Army Air Field,
Ala.

Vol.6, docs.10, 25, 48, 96
Supporting docs. Request from Training Command headquarters
for report of black enlisted men qualified for overseas duty.
Quotas for transfer of 100 black enlisted men to MacDill
Field, Fla. Report of guard personnel by race and sex.

Vol.7, docs.124, 149
Supporting docs. Report of personnel, by race, undergoing
training at Kessler Basic Training Center, Miss. Report
requested on venereal disease rate, by race, among overseas
returnees.

Vol.9, doc.189
Supporting doc. Western Technical Training Command venereal
disease rates, by race, for 1944.

Vol.12, docs.330, 340, 389
Supporting docs. Venereal disease report, by race.
Personnel allotment by station with notations on
installations considered unsuitable for black personnel.
Chart showing percentage of white and black enlisted men
qualified for overseas duty in 1944,

225.012
Jan-Feb 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Technical Training
Command, 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 4 vols.
Vol.1l, pp 115, 192-200, 209, 244, 263, 265, 291, 362
Narrative. Venereal disease rates by station and race.
Headquarters recocmmends Lowry Field, Colo., chorus include 30
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black personnel. Black enlisted men screened for pilot
training. Assignment of black enlisted men to duty outside
their specialties. Disposition of black eliminees from
technical training mentioned. Black personnel trained as
movie film projectionists.

Vol.2, pp 420-21, 447, 480, 580
Narrative. Training of black enlisted men as armament and
aircraft mechanic specialists, including B-25 training at the
North American Factory School.

Vol.3, docs.6, 15, 18, 21, 25, 32, 35, 91
Supporting docs. Reporting procedures on personnel strength
require breakdown by race and sex. Training of black
enlisted men as armorers and aircraft mechanics at Lowry
Field, Colo. 1Inquiry by 4th Air Force regarding P-38
training at Lockheed Aircraft Corporation. AAF Regulation
20-52 revised to clarify placement of blacks in Base Unit
organization scheme. Training of black enlisted men at B-25
factory course.

Vol.4, docs.121, 131, 199, 248-250
Supporting docs. B-25 factory school training. Defense plan
for Sheppard Field, Tex., cites potential for racial
disturbances. Strength reports require breakdown by race.
Station personnel allotments annotated to show stations
unsuitable for black personnel. Venereal disease rates by
race.

225.012
Mar-Apr 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Technical Training
Command, 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 4 vols.
Vol.1l, pp 130-31, 135, 170, 280
Narrative. V-E Day celebration plans allow for
possibility of racial disturbances. Manning tables for Base
Units to include breakdown by race.
Vol.3, docs.119, 122, 124
Supporting docs. Inadequate entertainment for black troops
at Amarillo Army Air Field, Tex. Potential for racial
disturbances on V-E Day considered.
Vol.4, docs.179, 245
Supporting docs. Pilot stanine requirements for black
aviation cadet applicants lowered from 5 to 4. Salary

distribution for civilian employees shown by race and sex for
each station.
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225.012

May-Jun 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Technical Training
Command, 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 4 vols.

Vol.l, pp.218-19, 224
Narrative. Percentage of enlisted men over age 38, by race.
Percentage of officers desiring discharge, by race.

Vol.2, p.455
Narrative. Black enlisted men entered into chemical warfare
training, Buckley Field, Colo.

Vol.3, doc.59
Supporting doc. Activation orders for 1406th and 1407th
Military Police Companies, Aviation (black enlisted
personnel).

225.012

Jul-Oct 1945
Prepared by Historical Section, Western Technical Training
Command, 1945. Narrative and supporting docs. in 4 vols.

Vol.l, pp 115-17
Narrative. Racial tension between white and black basic
training squadrons at Sheppard Field, Tex.

Vol.3, docs.8, 9, 20, 131
Supporting docs. Proposal for construction of additional
barracks for black troops rejected. Inventory of permanent
party black enlisted men qualified for overseas duty
prepared. Report of comparative utilization of black and
white enlisted men under preparation. Report of training
program readjustments after V-J Day; includes
reference to black organizations.

Vol.4, docs.178, 183, 257
Supporting docs. Statement on number of recruits, by race,
scheduled for Aug shipment to Sheppard Basic Training Center,
Tex. Manning of black and white chemical companies, Buckley
Field, Colo. Venereal disease rates, by race, for Jul and
Aug.
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Index

Absent-without-leave (AWOL), 40, 41, 57, 65
Accidents, aircraft, 22, 24, 26
Advanced flying training, 13-15, 19, 23, 25
Advisors, racial, 67
Air Corps Expansion Act of 3 April 1939, 30
Air base defense units, 17
Aircraft types

B-25, 14-17, 23, 39-44, 68

B-26, 17

P-38, 68

P-40, 20, 25
Alabama, 13-29, 32-33, 40-41, 43, 64, 66-67
Allison Factory School, Indianapolis, Indiana, 51
Altitude chamber training, segregated, 27
Amarillo Army Air Field, Texas, 64, 66, 68
Anderson Clerical School, Los Angeles, California, 53
Applicants

Flight training, 14, 16, 20, 27, 68

Officer Candidate School, 66
Arizona, 35, 39, 40-42, 44
Armament specialists/armorers, 15, 68
Army General Classification Test, 55, 67
Artillery, liaison pilots for, 14, 17
Atlantic City, New Jersey, 48
Aviation cadets, 13, 16-17, 27, 31-34, 64, 68
Aviation squadrons, 16-18, 22, 28, 31, 37-39, 43-44, 58, 64

46th Aviation Squadron, 62

74th Aviation Squadron, 64

80th Aviation Squadron, 48, 58

83rd Aviation Squadron, 55

84th Aviation Squadron, 50

85th Aviation Squadron, 62

86th Aviation Squadron, 63, 64

364th Aviation Squadron, 64

376th Aviation Squadron, 48

409th Aviation Squadron, 48

410th Aviation Squadron, 48

413th Aviation Squadron, 65

414th Aviation Squadron, 65

415th Aviation Squadron, 65

417th Aviation Squadron, 55

418th Aviation Squadron, 55
AWOL, see Absent-without-leave
Barbers, use of blacks as, 60
Barksdale, Louisiana, 66
Base units, 39, 58, 65, 68
Basic flying training, 15, 19, 23
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Basic military training, 12-15, 46-48, 53, 57-58, 63-67, 69
Basic training centers, 13, 15, 46-48, 53, 57, 63-64, 66-67, 69
Bell Aircraft Corporation, 58

Big Spring Army Air Field, Texas, 31, 35

Biloxi, Mississippi, 16, 57, 58

Boca Raton Army Air Field, Florida, 47, 58, 59, 60, 61
Bombardier training, 16-17, 23, 30-34, 39, 42-43, 65

Bryan, Texas, 33

Buckley Field, Colorado, 64, 69

California, 38-40, 42-43, 53, 64

Capra, Frank, 43

Caterpillar Tractor Company, Peoria, Illinois, 62

Chanute Field, Illinois, 16, 18, 21, 49-51, 53, 58-59, 61-62
Chaplains and chaplains’ assistants, 13-14, 34-35, 39-41, 65
Chemical warfare training, 69

Chicago, Illinois, 18, 30

Chicago School Board, 18

Chicago School of Aeronautics, 30

Chico Army Air Field, California, 39

Childress Army Air Field, Texas, 35

Chinese-Americans, 51

Churches, black, activities of, 22

Civil Aeronuatics Administration, 17-18

Civilian Pilot Training Program, South American, 31

Civilian flying schools, 19, 22, 30

Civilian pilots, black, 13-14, 19

Classification centers, 16

Classification of black personnel, 14, 16, 34-35, 46, 50, 63-65
Clerical training, 13-14, 53

Clubs, officer, service, etc., 32, 48, 64
Coccidioidomycosis, 42

Coffey School of Aeronautics, 17

College training program at Tuskegee Institute, 19, 26
Colorado, 25, 42, 64-69

Combat crew training, 15, 20

Combat returnees, 41-42

Concentration of black personnel, 15, 17, 53, 64
Convalescents, 35, 40

Cooks and mess crews, see Dining facilities

Courts martial of black personnel, 40, 42, 65

Crop harvesting program, aviation squadrons used in, 18, 39, 64
Crosby, North Dakota, 64

Davis, Benjamin 0., Jr., 22-23

Delaney, Daniel B., 16

Deming Army Air Field, New Mexico, 39-40

Denver, Colorado, 53, 63, 65

Detroit, Michigan, 50, 59-60

Dining facilities, 24, 50-51, 53, 58, 61-62
Director of Colored Personnel, recommended, 59
Discrimination, racial, see Racial discrimination
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Disturbances, racial, see Racial tensions and disturbances
Dothan, Alabama, 25

Douglas Army Air Field, Arizona, 39-42, 44

Dowman, Charles H., 32

Drivers, black enlisted men as, 48, 53, 59-60, 66

Educational activities, segregated, 48

Educational counselors, 67

Egyptians compared with blacks, 46

Elementary flight training, 19, 23

Elimination of blacks from training programs, 25, 28, 55, 68
Emergency Rescue Program, exclusion of blacks from, 14
Employees, black civilian, 17, 57, 61, 68
Enlisted personnel, black, 14, 22, 30-40, 48, 51
Exchanges, post and base, 24, 66

, 54, 58-69

Factory school training, 51, 68
Farm work, 55
Fighter groups
332nd, 17, 23
Fighter squadrons (see also Pursuit squadrons)
99th, 23
301st, 17
302nd, 17
Firemen, 65
Florida, 47-48, 56-61, 67
Flexible gunnery training, 14
Flight training, 13-17, 19-26, 30-35, 39, 42-43, 65
Flying Training Detachment, 66th, 23
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 48
Fort Logan, Colorado, 65
Foster Field, Texas, 33
Fraternal organizations, postwar, 43
Fresno, California, 53, 64

Gardner Field, California, 38

Giles, Barney M., 25

Glenview, Illinois, 30

Goldsboro, North Carolina, 47-48

Greensboro, North Carolina, 15, 47-48, 57-58
Guards, black personnel used as, 50, 59, 60, 66-67
Gulf Coast Air Corps Training Center, 30-31
Gulfport Field, Mississippi, 15, 57-58

Haitian pilot trainees, 13-14, 20, 23, 28, 31
Harlem Airport, Oak Lawn, Illinois, 17

Hastie, William H., 22

Holley Carburetor Company, Detroit, Michigan, 59-60
Hondo Army Air Field, Texas, 16, 32-34

Housing, 17, 31, 36, 53, 57-58, 60, 62, 65

72



Illinois, 16-18, 21, 30, 49-51, 53, 58-62
Incidents, racial, see Racial incidents and disturbances
Indiana, 51
Indianapolis, Indiana, 51
Infantry training, 60
Inspections and inspection reports, 23, 28, 48, 62
Inspector general, complaints to, 32
Instructors, 16, 33, 53, 58

Flying instructors, 13-14, 20, 23-25, 31, 33
Instrument trainer instructors, 31, 33

Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 15, 17, 46, 49-51, 58, 62, 64
Johnson, Edward C., 25

Kearns, Utah, 48, 53, 63-65

Keesler Field, Mississippi, 16, 27, 57-58, 67
Kimble, Frederick V. H., 47

Kingman Army Air Field, Arizona, 41

Kirtland Field, New Mexico, 38

La Junta Army Air Field, Colorado, 42
Laborers, blacks as, 37, 47-48, 58

Langley Field, Virginia, 59

Lemoore Army Air Field, California, 38
LeTourneau, Inc., Peoria, Illinois, 62

Liaison pilot training, 14, 17, 20, 23, 31, 33
Lincoln Aeronuatical Institute, Nebraska, 53
Lincoln Air Base, Nebraska, 53, 64

Local communities, relations with, 21-23, 25, 38, 56-57
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation, 68

Los Angeles, California, 53, 64

Louisiana, 66

Lowry Field, Colorado, 64-68

Lubbock Army Air Field, Texas, 33

Luke Field, Arizona, 35, 38-39

MacDill Field, Florida, 67 .
Maintenance crews, aircraft, 16, 20-21, 33, 40, 46, 61, 68
Manpower Board, 58

Marana Army Air Field, Arizona, 39-42

Marfa Army Air Field, Texas, 39, 41

Marshall, George C., 63

Mather Field, California, 38-40, 43

Maxwell Field, Alabama, 27, 66

Medical wards, scgregated, 57

Merced, California, 38

Messing facilities, see Dining facilities

Miami Beach, Florida, 14, 48, 56-57

Michigan, 50, 58-60

Midland Army Air Field, Texas, 32-34

Military police, black, 17, 21, 40-41, 58, 69
Mississippi, 15-16, 57-58, 67
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Missouri, 15, 17, 46, 49-51, 58, 62, 64

Mononucleosis, infectious, study on, 60

Montgomery, Alabama, 27

Morale of black personnel, 32-33, 40, 48, 50, 57-61, 64
Mutiny of black unit averted, 62

Navigator training, 16-17, 23, 30-35, 43, 65
Nebraska, 53, 64

New Jersey, 48, 64

New Mexico, 38-41, 43,

News articles and clippings, 22-23

News releases, 57-58

North Carolina, 15, 47-48, 57-58

North Dakota, 64

Northern black personnel and segregation in South, 57

Oak Lawn, Illinois, 17

Observer training, 31

Officer Candidate School, 14, 31-34, 49, 55, 57, 66
Officers, black, 14, 17, 25, 32-33, 60, 63, 69
Officers clubs, 32

Overseas duty, 17, 41-43, 67, 69

Parrish, Noel F., 22-23
Patterson, F. D., 16, 20-21
Pecos Army Air Field, Texas, 41
Peoria, Illinois, 62
Photographs, 16, 22-23, 35
Photography training, 64
Physical examinations, 27, 36
Pilot training, 13-18, 20-26, 28, 30-34, 38-42, 44, 60, 68
Policies, racial, 22, 24, 31, 33, 41, 51, 53-54, 63, 64, 66
Prairie View State College, Texas, 17
Preflight training, 14-15
Primary flight training, 13-15, 17, 19
Projectionists, black personnel trained as, 68
Prophylactic stations, 35
Prostitution, 48
Provisional AAF squadron, 39th, 58
Provisional Replacement Depot, 38
Provost marshall, 28, 41
Pursuit squadrons (see also Fighter squadrons), 21
99th, 16-17, 51
100th, 16-17
Pyote Army Air Field, Texas, 41
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Quartermaster transportation platoons, 38-39
927th, 47-48, 57
928th, 47
1005th, 64

Quartermaster units, 20, 30

Racial discrimination, 22, 63, 66
Complaints of, 24, 32, 48, 58-60, 63-64
War Department policy on, 22
Racial tensions and disturbances, 14-15, 17, 21-22, 24-26, 28
31-34, 41, 44, 46-47, 50, 57-58, 60, 63-66, 68-69
Radar maintenance training, 61
Radio operator training, 59
Rantoul, Illinois, 49
Recreational facilities, 23-24, 31, 38-39, 41-42, 48, 53, 57, 64-65
Redwood Colored USO, 64
Riots, see Racial tensions and disturbances
Roswell Army Air Field, New Mexico, 39, 43

’

San Angelo Army Air Field, Texas, 32-35

San Antonio Aviation Cadet Center, Texas, 33-35, 41

Santa Anna, California, 43

Santa Rosa Army Air Field, cCalifornia, 38

Scarlet fever, 27

Scott Field, Illinois, 49, 51, 58-60, 62

Second Air Force, 61

Secretary of War, 22-23, 63

Sections F, 39, 58, 65-66

Selma, Alabama, 25

Service pilots, 13, 17, 20

Seymour Johnson Field, North Carolina, 48, 57-58

Sheppard Basic Training Center, Texas, 69

Sheppard Field, Texas, 33-34, 64-65, 68-69

Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 50-51

Sioux Falls Army Air Field, South Dakota, 58-62

South Carolina, 22, 25,

South Dakota, 50-51, 58-62

Southeast Air Corps Training Center, 21

Special Services, 22, 46, 49-50

St. Louis, Missouri, 15, 46, 49-50, 61

Standards for black aviation cadets, 13, 15-16

Stanine test requirments, 68

Stimson, Henry L., 23

Stockton Field, california, 39

Stratemeyer, George E., 24

Strength reports, by race, 28, 30-33, 35-39, 41-43, 50, 61, 64,
67-68

Sumter, South Carolina, 22

Surplus black personnel, problem of, 23-25, 58, 60

Swimming proficiency tests, 34-35
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Technical school squadrons
357th, 50
360th, 50
916th, 50
1166th, 50
1167th, 50
1168th, 50
Telephone conversations, transcripts of, 24, 46, Sé6
Texas, 16-17, 32-35, 39, 41, 64-66, 68-69
Tomah, Wisconin, 49, 51
Transition training, 35, 38
B-25, 23, 39-44
B-26, 17
P-40, 20, 25
Transition training squadrons, 20
Transportation, public, 48, 57, 64
Truax Field, Wisconin, 51, 58, 61 '
Tuskegee, Alabama, 13-29, 32-33, 35, 40-41, 43, 47, S0, 64, 67

Ullman Company, Brooklyn, New York, 16
United States Military Academy, 15, 20
USO clubs, 39, 48, 50, 57-58, 64

Utah, 48, 53, 63-65

V-E Day celebrations, 34, 66, 68

V-J Day celebrations, 69

Virginia, 59

Valley fever, see coccidioidomycosis

Venereal disease, 13, 27, 31, 35-37, 39, 40-43, 50-51, 57-61,
63-64, 66-69

Venereal disease control officers, 27, 40-43, 50, 64, 67

Victoria, Texas, 33

Victorville Army Air Field, California 42

WAC, see Women’s Army Corps

Walterboro, South Carolina, 25

War Department, 18, 20, 22, 24, 27, 31-32, 40-41, 54, 63
War Training Service, 13-14, 17

Weaver, Walter R. 20-22

Women’s Army Corps, 31, 33-34, 39-41, 59-61, 63, 65
West Point, see United States Military Academy
Wichita Falls, Texas, 64

Williston, North Dakota, 64

Willow Run Technical School, Ypsilanti, Michigan, 58
Wisconsin, 49, 51, 58, 61

Women, black, as construction laborers, 47-48

Yale University, New Jersey, 64

Yount, Barton K., 23
Ypsilanti, Michigan, 58
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- HEADQUARTERS - AAFTTC
KNOLLWOOD FIELD, N.C.

FILE

RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION, OR TELEPHONIC INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN OR RECEIVED.

Note: Use this slip to record in detail telephone conversations, or all
telephonic instructions or orders given or received.

Subject:

Date: Time: From: _ To:

. . Y Action
Ha: Do vou think vou can send it to us bhefore Sunday? T am ex-

pecting these men to come in Sunday.

Hi: But you won't start classifving them til1l /4 or 5 davs atfter th&ﬁ.
Ha: That dis rirht, but if I can met a1l the dope hefore then I can é
be all set to vo,

“Hi: Yes, I see. I don't think vou will experience a great diffi-
_culty in changing over to selections for Arms and JGervices Schools. |
Mv idea is that those schools have not had tcsts to select with
other than 67" ¢nd 17, tests: slsce clericel. Thnse are 130 tests
now., And the~ nrobrbly had code artitnde for sienal corrs. Cne
other thins, have vou had orders to send ont a ceidre of enlisted

personnel to ¥resno? ‘

Ha: Yes, I selected them and the orders arc alreadv cut. They arej}
leaving in cnother dav or two, ;

Hi: In another dav or two? Oouldn't voun check with 0-1 end see iff
vou can get them out tnday os thev start up at Tresno the lst. Howl]
did vou get vour information--hy letter or tclegram.

Ha: The District called and seid thev hed @ telearam, T believe. Ilhad
been anticirnting it since Col. HIil1l's visit and had them ready to go.

Hi: That isn't takinq awry too mrny of vour men is it7
Ha: Tt is hurtine nrettv had but thot ic the wav it coes. Lt, Teddds
is quite & loss too, :

ih

Hi: TIs there anythins else on vour mind’

Ha: VYes, Col. Mill said we were to ret two 2d Ita, from the AG Gchy
to replace the loss in personnel, and was wondering when they would arrive,

Hi: Thet class rraduates this Sat, e brve been allotted ~nite a
number of .ol ficers t'Hr th-t ~nuroese,

\
YRSV MRS

" Ha: That's =11, DIZTOTRITION: G-l
7+8-42 1000 (over}) L



HEADQUARTERS - AAFTTC
KNOLLWOOD FIELD, W.C.

FILE

RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION, OR TELEPHONIC INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN OR RECEIVED.

Note:- Use this slip to record in detail telephone conversations, or all
telephonic instructions or orders given or received. ‘

Subject: Perro Cla ssification at J.T., and also personnel from J.B. ﬁo Fresno.

A

Date: Oct, 29, 1942Time: 1130 From: Cept.Hand, Clersdwo:Lt. L. Fill, Asst.
4 . off.,Jd.B.,¥o. Class. Off,, AAFTTG
Action

Capt. Hand: It. 11111 'we have some thines coming up now T rish to
et some definite rulirne on, rnd that is Vevrqf Tlnssification,

Lt. ¥311: 7 oam rot in onovery oood nocition to sive von much on .
thot. I Vrow that Jeffersnn Trrricls 35 desiennted to handile Nepro!
troops onlv,

“Capt. Hand: 7 can't suite herr,

Hi: Jefferson Rerracts is desirnate? t» handle MNesro troons only,
but T can't ~ive von much information on that. ~hat cuestions did
vou have in mind? '

Ha: The ~westion is, T am readv to start handlins them the lst of
November., T cv are coming in ot that time and T understand thet
they are for the Arms é Services. and in that case wonld it just
be occupation cnecialists classification,

Hi: ‘e will ~et 407 of those. Trev will ro into frms and Jervices
3chools, and other 60% ossiegned to units. T don't lknow the minimum
renuirements for various Arms and Jervices Schools, but have written
Jashineton for that znd they have promised to scnd it to us as soon’
as possible, and we will send it risht on te vou.

Ha: Tf you cen send me that information just as soon as vou can

it will cert:inlv heln, e sre to cet ANN nerrnes and 2,500 whited
durine Yovert-er ond mv npoblem is hov Lo elassife them, if thev are
sunnosed to o for tecliricrl schrols or whot?

lid: They src rot for technical schools. Ther nre snedinl services
schools, SC3, .ngineers, ‘1., or those various schools. I can give
you that here now, just what poes where,--To Chemical larfare,1600;
¥ngineers, 4,800 (these are totals comine in, vou see), of the
Enmineers there will be 2,183 colored ‘and 56 colored for Chemical
Jarfare, and 264 for Ordnance: 710 1,533: Sienal, Alh; Vedical 611;
none in Finance and none in ilitary Folice. Je don't know that

- standards thev have set un for those boys for Arms and Services
schools, we will give it tc vou as soon »s ve cet it,

AAFTTC Form 10 Rev.

7-8-42 1000 . (over)
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HEADQUARTERS 1ah
GULF COAST AIR CORPS TRAINING CENTER
Office of the Commanding General
Randolph Field, Texas

SUBJECT: Colored Troops.

TO: Commanding General, AFFTC, Fort Worth, Texas.

1. Attention is invited to -our TE 306~A, dated February 27, 19.2,
which stated that the total number of colored troops furnished to the Army
A4r Torce would not exceed ten point six (10./) per cent. Information was
furnisned by letter, vour ileadimarters, dated May 11, 19,2, subject: "Sta-
tions lor fiolored Vroops", tnat nine (V) Alr hase Lefense Units (Col) were
to be assi ned Lo stations of the Training Center, [his would make the total
nimsber of Air -orce colored troops nine thousand five hundred twenty-one
(9,521), or a ra io of seventecn point lour (17.¢). A&n additional one thous—
and four hundred forty-nine (1,149 colored troops of the Arms and Services
sre scheduled under the 55,000 PTP, Under tnis program, according to present
information, there will be a total of ten thousand nine hundred seventy
(10,370) rolored troops, or a ratio of twenty (20) per cent,

2. The above gives a ratio of total colored troops to white Air Force
troops of twenty (20) per cent, This is approximately double the ratio of
colored troops as ocutlined in your sbove mentioned TE. Information is there-
fore requusted if the ratio of colored troops has been increased or if this
Training Center is %o be assigned a number of colored troops in excess of
the normal ratio.

For the Commanding Generals

e ——

T

A H. W, HOLDEN,
S : Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff,

a .
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Subject: Colored Troops

$EP 1 1 gy

4th Ind. AYDFU

War Department, Headoguarters Army Air Forces, Washington, Dy C,
To: Comrnanding General, Air Forces Flying Training Command,
Port “Worth, Texas

1. Apvroximataly 10.6% of all Alr Corps personnel will be
negroas, This figure reflects the ratio of negro to white popu=
l1ation in the United States.

2. It is impractical to assign to each unit, station or
corimand negro troops on a fixed basls because of racial fesling,
inndequate facilities, etc. Therafnre, within some jurisdictions
the ratin of 1n.§$~wt1F qot be reached, while in others it will

be excesded. /q\\- R
BN

Cofiopmm Pf 2
;,,( SEP 15 1942

ij*\ FLYG TRAL g :ﬂ
Incl: n/e .  COMMAND . 'S

utenant General ARNGLD:

JuN B, COuLRY
Lt. Colonel, A. @. D.,
Assistant Air Adjutant General

..{;,'7
T T
291,2 5th Ind, . .
HEADJUARTERS, adr Forces Flyiyg Training Command, Ft. _% 3
n'iL é g2 TO0: Lonmsnding Genersl, Gulf Coast, N 3
iraining entar. Aandolph Field, Texas. T N y
Inviting attention to preceding indorsement, ', ' . -3
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WD, HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES, Washington, D. C., January 14, 1943.

2nd Ind. ////3

F4

(AFPMP-2-HPB)

TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces Flying Training Command, Texas and

Pacific Building,

1.

Fort Worth, Texas.

indicated after each unit.

On December 31, 1942, The Adjutant General was requested to send
colored enlisted men to the following Aviation Squadrons (Sep) in the numbers .

22
17
139
67
61
9
51
16
33
78
225
225
225
225
225
225
225
225
225
226
225
226
2256
226
225
225
225
225
225
225

Unit Station Jurisdiction
27th Aviation Sqe (Sep) Cochran Field, Georgia FIC-SE
65th Aviation Sq. (Sep) Columbus, Mississippi "
14th Craig Field, Alabama n
51st " " " Greenville, Mississippi "
6th " " " Jackson, Mississippi "
22nd " " 2 Gunter Field, Alabama n
21st " " " Napier Field, Alabama "
15th " " " Shaw Field, South Carolina "
26th " " " Turner F'ield, Georgia "
3l4th " " " Walnut Ridge, Arkansas "
317th " " " Courtland, Alebama FTC-~-SE
318th " " " Greenwood, Mississippi "
319th " " " Malden, Mo. N "
320th " " " Seymour, Ind. - "
32lst " n " Tuckerman, Ark. "
322nd " " " Winfield, Kansas FTC-GC
323rd " n " Independence, Kansas "
324th " " " Garden City, Kansas "
325th " " " Bryan, Texas "
326th " n " Frederick, Oklahoma "
327th " " " Altus, Oklahoma "
328th " " " Pampa, Texas "
329th " " " Dodge City, Kansas "
330th " " " San Marcos, Texas n
331lst " " n Childress, Texas "
332nd " " " Del Rio, Texas n
334th " " " Kingman, Ariz na FTC-WC
336th " " " Douglas, Arizone "
336th " " Marfa, Texas "
337th " " " Yumsa, Arizona "

2. The exact date of arrival of above personnel requested can not

be determined but will be shipped as it becomes available to The Adjutant

General.

POTEI. Rl O

e
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May 15, 1942

SUBJECTs Assipnment of Colored Troops,

7 2 i vy “ -t
TD : . Comanding Goneral, First Uiatrict, Army Air Foroes Technical
ireining Comaand, dedpelfield Inn, free shoro, N.C.

le Refopenco 1s masde Lo lone dlstance telephone convarsntion with
Colonel Jotmason of your oadquerbers on hu, 13 in wiiich Colonsl Jobnuon
roauosted aoreport as Lo whoather colorad troops chould be assigned ¢
this sbetion, awud 10 o the number and dete they should bo uasigned.

De lamts Doovds 1soa oiluy Wioh nas unlj white resideantse Colored
people ure oprohibiind from <pproacing on B streets altar 3100 peme
unless in Lronsit {rom place of werl Yo the olvty of Mlmals Alr Forces
unil's z,‘,r« .,mn Wi lamd Besch virior Lo Va1 were all whilhe and are
qunr’ i t

,‘.

Syt Savareruant Jar thig murnoso, These

opratol s Luawty Lowsist hotels and the

el
oo cag o0 sy of Lheas ho' ol b ocolorad fSrnoss woult nrobably riin
e e s oarish hotoels o i~ Sromrne In wliaring hotals for tho
TR ey, cnonema e s 30 oo, bt ey o wore Lo he ocouplod
arii, 2 Lite Lroopoe

Se All of tie saveral municipalities which make up the Gresater
- very atrict | opline F“Ler”+LO 3 deallnys with the melter
LG DT Y e el Jounly slso hag similar roning
Dione vihvieh oo ol omaral «Jia*:'-:'f.:f,r, windn the county/e

: Ca . [ Sy s T PR . RS
WY o LY, Soinh o Toans 0 gk fae norhly, s wlso gald ho deve
P e e Lo Ceve e en N LT 3o ST PO RN

FR I S LN e i, L S FERIN O SRR . LA 4 [ SEPE R
NLOPTLe S b P STV L T N R L D S P+ ‘e

4, The suth rized colorad rasidonbial secitlons in the kinmi area
are too Lilckly nopulatad by vormanent, colored inhabitants 1.0 vermit the
proper ouarLoring of the unit in qucstlone

fe o rurnl nroas are so roned as to prohibit the sstablishimont
of a cnut ur colored troons in eny of tho outlyine <districts where the

ruarsal somens and solntag of white renicents peve Conoral digtribualtlon.

Te *Loig anderslond et 1Y is propozad %o shabtion & security
battalion, =lora, and en woviation s v ren, sevsrate, colored, otb Lhis
station, »ith o wotal ghremsth ol wororisel oly 692 onglssod mone The

-l
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stationing of colored troops in this area would create a situation
which mi~h%t lead to trouble Lotwoon the colored troops and white
residents of the communlty. hean troopa would be & rotontial source
of race riois vihidoh mi~ht he - 4 rlous ronsaquiencos, (Mme litile
ineldont s already arism. ares colornd sol’ei>ra, oveldently
resbdants of Mianl, entored “ o Pier (roldiers! racraeational conter)
and domaentad in o loud voies, "Black Label Johnnie Valikoer". Saveral
othar resnria wore ande by thom aad if it had not been for the utmost
tact of tie ladles In charpe, a fignt would have ensued immodiately,
The socurity troons v oposed to be stationed here would be armed with
sorvice urns and sguipment:s The white nopulation is practionlly
unermed moni Lie white school and Air Corps Replacanent units stationed
here are net treined for trcli:nl oparationse The stnti oning of suoh
o gacurite unit hore would ereate s notentinlly dancerous situatlon
which soemld not be injecled nbe thig comunity.

7« It is therefore stron;ly recommonded that no colored units
he stolioned at miaml Beachs in sase it should become absolutely
essmntinl to siakion colored inibts in the Miami area, it is rocomper.dad
that they o staibonad in the ciby of diami end not at Miaml Benche In
this »vent, jL will be neces. v Lo Lousc such troops in a tent camp or
in an swres inowddeh colored cople ro ermitted %o 1ive in Miami ns the
elty of Uil e .oned with roatriciioans wa roaining to the use vorious
gaoltions may o0 unl Lor,

8¢ A ninimum of one wath's time should be ;iven this headquarters
to locnte living svnce ond nr  ire for the reauntion of these troops in
engo Lhny soould o sendt or . T i boorofore roesomwendat Yaal Blig
1

hovdouars oo 0 aenondh Dy e sonth's aotios grior Lo o sdle taat
solorad Lroeeg w1l e one b sl gege aslgion. seould Hoosode kbl 1t

18 mmeensnry Lo soud swlorad 6018 rora,

Very truly yours,

RALPN II. WOOT N,
Brig.Gen,, Ue3.Ae
Commanding
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SUBJECT: Assignment of Colored Troops.

1st Ind. \//

War Department, Headquarters, Army Air Forces, Weshington, D. C.
APR 30 1942 To: ‘Commanding General, Flying Training Command,

Washington, D. C.

1. There has been opposition to the stationing of colored
troops at practically all Air Force ststions., The Air Corps has been
directed to absorb its quota of colored personnel and therefore all
Air Force stations will be required to absorb their quota of colored

troops.

By command of Lieutenant General ARNOLD:

0. S. FERSON,
Colonel, Air Corps,
Director, War Organization & Movement.
Chas. A. Hom
Colonel, A. C,

Executive _
War Organization & Novement
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HQ, AAFTTY, ¥rollwood Field, i'. €.,
Army Air PUnrees, fiashincton, D. C.

1.

14 H

and a tolal of 20IT colcred s-»

echnical cnurses indicated i

An analysis was wmolc, by Lthese Veadquarters,

1 Column 24 of the attached jinclosy

'\‘,..; ,.‘* N
Aurust 20, Comnanding General,

(AtLent1on:

1542, TO:
AFRIT)

ecinlists are to be trained by this Command in

wre.  Allowing

. 1425 :
the normsl overall elimination rate of 10%, colored students will have %o be

entered in technical schools %o meat the totsl requir

Requirements Chart,

is

requirenent made

be eligible for training,

i

complete prescribed courses., it

in the various

necessary bccnusv oF fhp f‘ac+ that technical students,

mush meet

ements of the “ersonnel

- 4

2. It is 1ﬂherat1ve Tt this totsal of 22%5 men have a meneral class-

‘This
to
these minimum requirements to satisfactorily
this selection of minimum

recomiended that

reqiirements he made reception centers through which these men
are procensed,

3. The [fnllowing classes o7 ~ersonnrl should be selected at reception
conters Bo 7111 bhe goacialist gealiCisntions needed anl for which no sourse of
techimieal inetr o clian e reavd Sap o hee Rhie Jacoanty,

ooy CUUBRR {#'rom Calumn 24)

’ Lreltaman 2
Conlzg and Bakers 1456
Zrowe and Toabric Jdnriers 11
Anodwnrkers 22
Avtomnbile llechanic: 83
Iruch Trivers and Tractor Drivers 118
Telzphone Linemca 7
seneral Zlectriciang 6
Dandsmen 28
Giards 100

— e

of the attached inclosure,

lloh-specialists as required %o
fi11 TO requirermants

l-




4, I1 is also recommended thot enlisted requirements for the $ervices
attached be drawn from various service‘schools being conlucted hy other branches
of the Army,

5. 1L ia resomuended that. thoe gshndeats be grennad in the various
required teclnisal catecorias, and whon n complcteAnlqss or the required
number tn Le Lrained hav: heen anecunmlated, thal bhess ha ordered to one of
the ?.13«‘.‘;1";%".'\1 acha 1s ander the Trigdietion of vtis Docpeand, braining that
specific snecialty. Thage olass 4ntnYe would be cqual to Column 24, attached
inclosur, ~o listod bhocnng . this way, the botal requirements as indicated
would be btreined E:QZZC time writh the exception o the e]ectriiii; instrument,

o—rd M e :
e prnpe]lchFﬁecialists, who have ta he Airplane W&chaniq\gﬁaduates before
it will be possible for then to tale the specialist course indicated,

6. The plan to train these students at technical schools already
existing and wndcrbthe oresant jurigsdicbion of this Comuand, appears to be
the lozical location, A cursory surver was made of Civilian Mechanic Schools
and Becavse of housing difficulties, it is not alvisable to athtempt to train
these men in Zivil Pechanic Schools already cxisting under contract to this
Command. GShortase of equipment requiremcnts, especially in the nmore highly
anecialized courses, wonld not mave it advisable to attempt fo establish new
Civil Mechanic Gchools to nndariake tlhis trainins,

7. Tt ir recowended by this Tomusnd that instead of attempting to
locate new ichool facilities, th.t the molicy of training these nén in Army
Air YForces Technical Schnols, 1if the alassi“ication anl entrance requirements
are follnvied ag indisnted abnwve, Lo aatunrized ae Mhe accenhed nolicy for

'ul/[,\w Iy (:J‘ :

traininQAnulnrcd anlistel Lronns,

For the Coumandin: tennrsl:

-2 L 8
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AIR CORPS FLYING TRAINING COMMAND,

S

ADDRESS REPLY TO
COMMANDING GEMERAL,

, P i
SIRGTOn, o © HEADQUARTERSAM:MQ W§RA|NING COMMAND
WASHHRSTON
210,11 Ft. Worth Al1-12

AUG 31 1942 . lde

29477
SUBJECT: Professional Qualities of Officers Assigned to Negro Units,

T0 : Commanding General, Southeast Air Forces Training Center,
Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Alabama.

1. Investigations of certain incidents involving alleged un-
disciplined conduct by colored troops indicate that there has been a
tendency to 2ssign to colored units officers unsuitsble for their com~
mand. In many instances such officers failed to appreciate the problems
which their troops presented in the psrticuler locality in which they
were stationed, and took no steps to solve them, with the inevitable
result that vhen disturbances arose the situation became critical rapidly.

2. Difficulties in the handling of colored troops usually can be
attributed to a lack of aptness on the part of officers assigned to this
duty. Officers for this assignment must be carefully chosen, their ability
to properly handle negroes being a primary requirement, Officers proper-
ly selected can accomplish much, whereas those who may have a better
background in a military way but who lack the ability to handle negroes,
not only fail to accomplish their task but create the conditions which
breed trouble,

3, Colored troops expect strong and capable leadership end are
quick to sense its absence. Their resentment of poor leadership in-
variably leads to serious results, In areas where racial and social
issues assume importance, it is vital that negro units be afforded leader-
ship of the highest type. Obviously, a lesser quality of leadership is
contrary to the best interests of the service.

4., The Secretary of War has directed that the current practice
in the assignment of officers to negro units be examined critically, and
that such corrective measures be taken as will insure the assignment to
such units of officers of especially high professional attainments, and
particularly such officers as possess judgment, common sense, tact,
initiative and leadership.

5 It is desired that this matter be given the serious considera-
tion that it warrants and that action be taken to see that officers
possessing the qualities above mentioned be selected and assigned to
colored units,

o o

By Command of Major General Yount s

st K

Brig. Gen. G. 8. C
Chief of Staff

A é%ﬂf




Subject: Apron Paving for DH-1 Hanger, Tuskegee Airfield C;{g;éziggll

WAR DEPARTMENT
HEABQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON, D. Ce

: March 20, 19/2
SUBJECT: Air Force Technical School for Negroes. '

TO: Commanding General, Air Force Technical Training Command,
20 East Archer Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma

le It is desired that a site be seledted immediately for the
establishment thereat of necessary facilities to train Negro Technicians
as gset forth hereinunder. It is imperative that this instruction be in
effect that students are present and the classes are ready to start not
later than April 15th. Towards the accomplishment of this it is suggested
that the arrangements be made with existing Negro Institutions in the
vicinity of Birmingham, Alabama.

Qualifications Number Required

Officers: (Cadets) Communications
Engineering
Armament

Enlisted Men: Airplane Mechanics
Machinist
Welders
Parachute Riggers
Metal Vorkers
Teletype Operators
Weather QObservers
Armament
Technical and adminis-—

trative Clerks
Radio Operators
Total

185 grqﬁmmtg e

2. Sites selected should be capable of expansion as it is con-
templated 10.6% of the prospective recruits for the Air Corps will be of
that race, and the number of Air Corps organizations composed of Negro
troops greatly increased,

3« Negro Civilian Instructors should be provided if they servicem
may be secured, if not it will be necessary to utilize white instructors
until such time that a sufficient number of Negroes are qualified to take
their place in the Instructional Staff,
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HEADQUARTERS #RD AIR FORCE Y
Office of the Commanding General E-11
IN REPLY REFER TO: Tempa, Florida

Avgust 3, 1942
3AF 353 (8-3-42)

SUBJECT: 332nd Fighter Group. \ru /\ Lo )
70 : Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Wash ngton, D. C.

1. This headquarters has been directed to activate and train
the 332nd Fighter Group at Tuskegee, Alabama, The 332nd Fighter
Group is to be formed using the 100th Fighter Squadron as a nucleus.

o. Information at this headquarters, based on staff inspections,
indicates that:

a. Present rate of pilot production of the school at Tuskegee is
eight to ten pllots every five weeks. At the present rate of production,
the 100th Fighter Squadron slone will not be filled up until July 1043,
The remainder of the group will not be filled at any foreseeable date.
Even if the pilo@fnstruction program at Tuskegee were increased tre-
mendously imrmdiately, no results would be felt for nine months.

b. There is no plan aprarent to furnish the trained oh
required by the 332nd Fighter Group. -

c. There is no plan apparent for the activation and training of
colored service units to accompany the 332nd Fighter Group.

_ 3, This headquarters helieves that the only practicable way of
training the 332nd Fighter Group is to move this group to another sta-
tion where it can train by itself. It must, of course, be reinforced by
instructors from other units. Obviously this group cunnot be moved until
1t has sufficient trained personnel assigned and sufficient trained per-
sonnel in its supporting colored service units to permit continuation

of its training at a different field.

4. Based upon the present flow of colored pilots and technical

personnel, it does not appear that the conditions necessary for the move-
ment of this group will be met before the fall of 1943,

1=



Subject: 332nd Fighter Group.

5. 1t is, therefore, recommended that:

a, The training program for colored pilots and enlisted
technicians be increased i mediately to fill the needs of this group.

b. Immediate arrangements be made to activate and train a
colored service group to support the 332nd Fighter Group.

For the Commanding Genecral:

8/ CHARLES H. CAMPBELL
t/ CHARLES H. CAMPBELL
Major, A.G,D,
Asst. Adjutant General

1st Ind.

War Department, Hq. Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C., September 10, 1942,
To: Commanding General, Air Forces Technical Training Commnand, EKnollwood
Field, North Carolina; and to Commanding General, Air Forces Flying Train-
ing Command¥i@fort Worth, Texas. (In Turnm).

1; For information and return to this office upon which this
office can base a reply as to the status of the flying and technical train-
ing of Air Force Troops for the 332nd Fighter Group.

By command of Lieutenant General AHRNOLD:

s/ U. B, Woolcott
for
t/ L. S. SMITH
Colonel, A.A.F,
Director of Individual Training
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WAR DEPARTMENT

Headouarters Army Air Forces AFROM~E-5

Washington
April 3, 1942.

SUBJECT: Task Force 5889,

TO: Commanding Genersl, Flying Training Command, Maritime Building,
Washington, D. C.

1. With a view to becoming acquainted with the Commanding Officers
of the units in Task Force 5882 and to render any assistance "in the
preparation of the units to carry out their objective at the overseas
destination, it is planned that the Commanding Officer of Force 5889,
Colonel Percy L. Sadler, Infantry, will pay a visit to the Commanding
Officer of the units comprising the Force.

2. The Task Force 5889 is composed of the following:
99th Pursuit Sguadron (1) (Col.)

SECRET Attached Nedical
y authority of
The Commanding Headquarters, 96th Maintenance Group (Reduced) (Col.)
General of the Attached ledical

Army Air Forces

/3/42

ate

/s/ 556th Material Sauadron (Raduced) (Col.)
Initials Attached Fedical

724 Intarceptor Control Danadron (Reduced) (Col.)
101s% Chemiral Platoon, Airdrome (Reduced) (Col.)

501st Chemical Platoon, AF Service Center (Reduced) (Col.)

b
it

689th Sicnal, AY Reporting Company, Frontier (Col.)

(Les 1 Reportin: Platoon)
Detachment, 767th Ordnance Company (AB) (Col.)

1 Platoon, 648th Ordnance Company, (A'vn) (Pur) (Col.)
Company A, 812th Engineer Battalion (Avn) (Sgp) (Col.)

3, It is requested that you advise the Commanding Cfficers of

the Units above, which are under your control, of the contemplated fej., AC.

visit of the Task Force Commander.

By Conmand of Lieutenant General ARNOLD:

TRUE COPY: : /s/. Chas. A. torn,

8 Chas. A. Horn,

MANNING T. JZTER, Executive,

Capt., Air Corps.

4 5 Novement .
jﬁ«*«:/€<% iy, — ()

b

TRYE COPY:

Ly

St Tadae,

War Orgsanization &

L
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322,999 2nd Ind, 1Km

HQe, GULF CUAST ARMY AL FoRCoD RAINLIG Cx'TiR, Randolph Field, Texas., August
6, 1942, TU: Comuandin: General, Air Forces Flying Training Command, Fort
worth, Texas.

1., In compliance with request contained in 1lst Ind,, the following infor-
mation is submitted:

& 23 Avn Sqdns of 250 men each 5750
9 Alr Base Def Sgdns of L19 amen each 3771
Total 9521

b, Colored personnel assigned to Arms and Services is as follows:
Assigned and unde: orders f{or assimment to 908th oM 1058
Assiyned and under orders with Medical Detachmernts 291

1449

8. As indicated under Column 8 of attached inclosure, the strength of
Alr Porce cnlisted personnel is 53,487. Usins this ficure as a basis of
computation, the following percentages are evident:

54521 x 100 = 17,8%
53,487

9,521 + 1449 = 10,970

10,970 x 100 = 20.5%
53,&%

2, It is noted that there is a slight discrepency between the percentages
as indicated szbove and percentzges shown in basic communication, This is due to
the fact that oripginal percentages were cosputed b, slide rule, vhercas the
percentages shown above were computed by machine,

3. It will also be noted tiat the inclosure indicates a total of 1922
colored troops virich are assigned to Quartermaster Rejiment truck crqa“#za ons
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?” AIR FORCE BASIC-ADVANCED FLYING SCHOdL »30 Ukl ;9 iy
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY ) 1. 4‘\‘,
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT S T S S
»ILE : T e
In Reply Refer To: Stewart Field, West Point, N. Y.
A7 Noveuber 6, 1942

SUBJECT: Assignnent of Inlisted ien (Colored) to the 340th Aviation Squadron,
(8p) at Stewart Field, kew York.

T0: Conmanding General : o
" Flying Training Command o
- Texas and Pacific Railway Bullding
Fort siorth, Texas (Through superintendent, U.S.keA.,
weat Point, Rew York)

1. leference is made to confidential letter, War Department, AGO,
October 15, 1942, file AG 320.2 (10-14~42) OB-IL~AF-ti, which activates the
34L0th Aviaton Squadron (Geparate) at thda field. :

2. V.th specific reference to paragraph 4, above-mentioned letter, it
18 requestec that tie following enlisted nen (120 colored Privates), with quali-
fications set forth below, be zssigned to tnls station as soon as possible:

1 (lerk (055;

1 Clerk (186

1 Bugler (021)

3 Chauffeurs §2h5)

L Cooks 060)

1 Squadron Xechanic (121)
Wi Adrcraft hand (Ho5SN)
65 Basic (521)

3. The above is a partial requisition of the total authorized for this
3quadron; borracks are now ready to accomodate liiese men. A8 soon as all
barr.cks are co pleted requisitiosr for tie remninder of the authorized strength
will be savradtted.

A )de 7 SR
JoHN M., WEINERT
Colonel, Air Corps
Comnmndant

JUR /mw
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HEADQUARTERS Date——pr1g—
ARMY AIR FORCES WEST COAST TRAINING CENTER. A. :“"-N:“ALER f
1104 WEST 8TH STREET Capt, UlagR.mp
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA . TEsst Adj Gen
320,22 WCTCL December 21, 1942

SURJECT: Requisition for Colored Enlisted Men.,

T0 Commanding General, Army Air Forces Flying Training Commund

Texns and Pacific PUITdJng, Fort “orth, Texas.

/'

1. fnthority has been grented for the activation of *he following . L k

“Aviation Squadrens (uep) wh:ch will be trensferred to permanent station
on Jenuary 2, 1943 at cadre strength of 15 enllstcd mens
Unit ' Permanent Station Loy o
/1t fviotion Squadron (F en) Victorville, California ;
24 ‘nd " " ‘ jlobbs, New Mexico f
243rd " " " Iuke Field, Arizona
3/6th " " " La Junta, Colorado
2, Tme to the need of this type of personnel, it is urgently :
reruested thot 235 colored enlisted men be shinped to each of these
atations on Jermonry 3, 1943 to bring the mmils to full authorized strength,
For the Commarding General: N
}
w«b Aammn
COMMAND
1st Ind. 7i/dik :
mwmumx‘cfs, ARMY AIR FORCES FLYING TRAINING CA¢iAlD, Fort Worth, Texas. ;
DEC 30 1942 TO: Comoending General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C., |
ATTH: AFRIP-2 z
Approved. _ - “

For THE COMMANDING SERZRAL

)P CHESTER R. KEOWN

1st Lt., A. G. D. ‘
A=cistant Adjutant Genera?

931417 /N B2 43



210.11 1st Ind. 40-2 q

HEADQUARTERS, Southeast Army Air Forces Training Center, Maxwell Field, Alabama.
September 18, 1942, TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces Flying Training
Command, Texas & Pacific Building, Fort Worth, Texas .

1. At the time it first became known that stations in this Training
Center were to receive colored troops, all Commanding Officers were directed,
both verbally in a conference held in this Headquarters and thereafter by
letter, that careful consideration should be given to the type, qualifications,
and ability of officers assigned to the immediate command of these troops.

2. Upon new organizations of colored troops' being assigned to subordinate
stations, an officer of this Staff, who has made a study of the conditions,
inspects such colored troops, the facilities made available to them by which
segregation is accomplished, and interviews the officers assigned to their
immediate command.

3, Subsequent directives have been forwarded to Commanding Officers and
the question of command.of these troops has been the subject of discussions
at each conference of Commanding Officers held at this Headquarters,

L. It is believed that all subordinate commanders realize the nagese3
and have made provisions for the assignment of the most suitable opfgi-.
available at their Headquarters for this purpose, y 1?

SE

For the Commanding General:

“ W. W.

Colonel, G.S. c.
Chief of Staff
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) Shipment of Enlisted en (Colored) to Aviatiem Squadrons (Sep).
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The Adjutant General. (Attention: Fnlisted Sectlom)..

it is the understsucing of this liemdquarters that the Army
ir lorces are 50 bake nine thousand (5U00) culored troops in the moith of
July. hegulsisions nave hoexn subiitted for two thousand forty-two (2042)
enlisted ren for ASinsF units. It is desired that the remeining six thousend
nine hundred i(ifty-elpht (L858 ) ve shippec Lo oryanizations snd stations as
outlined below;

\NIT BIATL i s, OF MEN
2nd Av.i. Sqe. {Sop) arksdale Fiead, .a. " 84
rd " " " Savaunab fir oo, T8 S 54
4t 7 " " v owell lold, Alae 15
5th " i " Dale “abry Flulu,  las 28
" " " daclaon Lir asc, (iB8S. 119
I AT " " “lorence Mir fase, ve e 225
e " " S0 ris Leld, oaclo te, o . 101
12y " " rlanco A r Case, Yla. 0
13w " " " Cen iele, ericlen, oL oS 222
16t 7 " v chaw ield, wumber, Le . 100
wcLh " " " Spenee . ieclo, oultric, a. 1.6
Lsein M " " Chaaube iel., ili. 22
IR AT " " Cteppard Cicla, deres 22
20t " " " ¢ oonler  Gele, iloni,  iso. 22
21lsi " " " spler G olo, pothan, lu. 218
2244 " " " Soster iold, foan omer,, ‘la. 250
265vd " ' " tabor leld, oorsliel., ulife 210
244 " " Jin icla, . )
bt " " ! ~orint g dleld, .wooron o, Jlae 250
26L " " " cornur ciola,  than:, 8. 222
AR A v " Goebras . lulu, “eon, . 250
2 Lo " " " fLoll, iole, lexas 250
29t " " " velly isld, iexas 250
30t " " " Tyndall Vicld, vanema City, Tia. 250
” ”

zlst "

owan Cicld »

C')i..‘].r,

Idai o

250

o
/] '
( 40‘// i

/

| -l - ; (;) f” ‘ 4
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#3208 iwn, iqe (Sep)
[ "

Gulger Iiald, "ash,

33rd * Mahorm CLty Jdr Lepat, (kis.
72 T * Fitohel Fiald, K. Xo

35 ¢ Lagtoasy Pleld, luws,

!4 v ‘ Rreilay Flald, Vindeor loais, Colme
IRn ¢ v Grenier Yield, Danehester, ¥, H,
98t ¢ ' ’ Do Flald, Damgor, lsine

Ak ¥ - ! vyrtle Beach rMr fgse, "o, T,
List ¢ » " hvon Tark, Cabring, Flee

Avnd d " Roswall alx Bese, N, %,

L3t v Bowymy. Fiald, Eevduneky

ALty Lelfriage Field, ¥ioh,

L5th * ’ * Tardivg Yield, Batem hougo, L.
proey v n Seontt Fiald, Ilnofs
o h i " Treroe i1 Rase, tris,

e 594 sen Tor Geigor snd Jomex Tlds THaL

ad Tosscn iir Base are to be shipped
to 2nd i, ¥, Raplacesent Giing, Salt

Lake City, Bhah.

For the Comnding Genopel, irwy iy Foresss

Jo Bo BREVLES

Calentl, iymy iir Foroes

1 ¥

g kﬁﬁfﬁﬁ

2ireetor of Persennol

WYs

?3. ;’t. :;mi. m.
ite Colonel, irmy Alr Foress

GAC thes



HEADQUARTERS

FIRST AIR 'FORCE  TECHNICAL ' TRAININGCCOMMAND DISTRICT
Greensboro, North: Carolina
A s April 7, 1942
T RTO N e 15 TN
SUBJECT: Report on Inspectn.on of 'I‘uskegee, Ala.ba.ma, Area..
el GO e L O IEA s TU LR
TO: Commanding Genera.l, First Adr Force Technical ‘I‘rainingL
Command District, Greensboro, North.GCarodina&e -,j:l o7

1,o:.Intcompliance: with  verbal: instrctiens,, the. Commanding General,
Al Force Technical:TPaining Command,- the.undersigned: visited: Tuskegeey; i,
Alabama, on April 231942, to: inqu:Lre dnto the feasibility of: establigh~. :
ing a technical training institution in that area. Consultation was
held with the comma.ndlng officer, ACAFS, and with the pre31dent of

Tuskebpee Tnstitutes o5l il Ok sl il ad T
2. FRindings. OVaxdY auyT A ‘.ot' i #3580 feodos

T £ ":CN .&.!ali“ [y ),I\i Q0N oIt 2057168
8, Technical trainitg is needed ati:qhce; ffor memhera of the LOR. e
Pursult Squadron being organized at the ACAFS. 500 recryits of ¢lassi£i.oq-
tion 1 and’2 are now'in tentage at the ACAFS,: Tuskegee, who are avalla.b -
as sbudenbs. Tralnlng, should be expedlted of ’che follotling mens , il .t
Pedme s L AT -’:5;“»;‘51515
- Aviation cadet.n. )
sonolall lasroamelgqe. Ars =0 Jeniowd il a2l nu Bve 916 ohary o8
8G TTRSILS Y ﬂmcaﬁons CLBMEDT O k‘?h . «U\a« Y Lol U’)J dsi JQO'I""\"H\
Engineeping - - .. oo Lo \:_c;'-". PR R T Tt it
Armament, L
LLOONCL Lla UL Lo T NHALE N TR B

Enlisted meng:

N

Sgalb o3

Airplane mechnics
T Machinists ‘
e aiplders, oo Lol
geofvroc o Perdchuber riggers
Metal workers
' Teletype operators
Weather observers
Armament
Technical and adminis-
trative clerks
- Radio operators &
mechanics

3 B



Report on Inspection of Tuskeged, ,Alsbama Aredo.ia=uyT 1o motdooqanl mo Jrogef

mg"élcuodl s Tocdted “in thévheinity-of: Tuskegeg, ﬂl@b@mibhgﬂgtegg its
location ati'the’ ‘Fiyifg schodl, in~ordér ibat-maxinum control}would be . -,J,
maintdfned on all. riegro soldiers stationed in that: viclnj.ty.. Racial )
problems at Tuskegee are acute at the present time. IR G 80 i

3¢ Recommendationse <FHa0A - Tonumeiiupsil e (L)

0TS A(bg\ rhefestutlishnentoof e,-tecgnicgluzbramyxg school in

Tuskeged; Alabafd3" 56" not rédomnendedi ' Tuskegee,;. AlabaWia,;ig:a small
commum.ty. The nmﬂ)ev ofnegro-séldiers-statioged in:Lhab. v:.c}nity are

causihg difficulty with racial:problems:ai the present, time. .The impossibility
of foré&asbing téchidcal’ training-requirements. of negro- sold.lers makes

it advisable that the inauguration of: smh, mstan.a,at;i@na Bot; ‘pe at

Tuskegee. *deidenos od bluode

dosn 10l (samezusg (Loeivieoqud —- . Lenuouied «(d)
Joduraden]  J2UADA od dnse od Jusm yninievd o Jnaﬁ'ﬁaqmnux

mfmer I8 beiingd rmom odd mov? awsth odilmsSofOnBlaheCe,
badeool ldnoeotr, Dns moubsuph Jlvewws dqaeo debingAsslabant Chief
Q&S fon (e
orid Jo oldsltevs ob dnonci:Xst dhde drpmgtupd (o"JR/]-Pk

Headquarters, First Air Force Technical Training Command Dlstnct Greensboro,

North Carolina, Apr11 87:19)2 s Po:Colmandi ngileneral 41 Corps Technica.l

Training Comman e [, Knollwood Field, Southern Pines, N.C.
R RRT O

i iR nt (AU SSEH f'.':L‘.- L \/~"- ﬁf. s .( ;‘z
174 Forwardéd;: éenouzr:bng in necomendamomrcqnmm im basic
communicatione su 20 RRLCELirsl v Doeerm Juolleoxd . maobd

2, YofernalopifSrmation iidicatas—thdt, tharesexigy colored technical
univuii‘ﬁi«;swhﬂch“’&rb fdeed) at ‘the present time; Wit 8 kange reduction
in stuaent ‘éfirol1mént . - ‘These universities -possess faoili.tz.ps wiich could
be immediately utilized for mechanic: trainings By: mambgz,mng colored
educational institutions, at their normal enrollment, technical training
of negro soldiers-san be- at:compliahed n.hou’a durup’piag the normal racial
problem ‘of anycoénnuniby. .»' i"‘t: CANGNI G O ,\.::;,.\:,:-;,» A ",U(.’.‘-)

SV ! Jro AT ’M. > e o

3. It is recommended that a survey be made of e.xist*lnb colored tech-
nical ofilversitias.to detérmine:tne practicabilisy.of the use; p,fothege
inst"'butions fer tho tral nings of: colbred mchanica. I

PR Now oo SR

. . A I SO AL PRI N &
o o iife 4B
0 Yoy i
l RS r‘or*the Conna.ndnng Genem: saledv for werebne e
~bimaye dipy <Jr il any ” Fruserl 11847
biar St ¥. ‘..d (0 iRy Aguod wiA duseilino. L ;o'.wumbual) L 11848
LTRSS mid ds Dadss \>.L dot sd nadaisnt Dsolndood ders eovioeh z"‘c}'f.m'}‘
M A 3 FF

' AT vedmlend vl edibuose s nwabue ok o B TE8o '}Mmﬁf v ol Jud
=noat drcforned odd U Usiy Ledsdn wles iaiioh OQA&HQMMT c°§'rPﬂsmu.r W00
Acting Chief of Staff



ARMY ATR FORCES
HEADQUARTERS TEGNHICAL TRAINING COMMAND S
Knollwood Field, N. C,

Ao F S 1/
May 26, 1942,
SUBJECT: Establishment of Air Force Technical School.
TOs Commanding General, First District AAFTTC, Greensboro, N. C.

1. You will immediately draft a plan to establish an Air Force
Technical School (colored) at the Air Force Flying School, Tuskegee, Alabama,

8. Housing and school facilities are now under construction
at that location.

: 2, Captain Robert W, Ryder, Chanute Field, Illinois, will be made
temporerily available to you to function as Director of Training at this school.
Request for temporary duty at Tuskegee for this office to investigate the neces-
sary details and report to your headquarters may be made direct to the Commanding
General, Second District, St. Louis, Missouri. The Commanding General, Second
Dlstrlct IXEXERIEX is belng advised by these Headquarters that Captaln Ryder
will be made available to you on call,

3. Subsequent correspondence direct with Captain Ryder is authorized.,

Lo Commanding Officers, Chanute Field, Lowry Field, and Scott Field
are familicr with the preliminary arrangement for the establishment of this
school. These strtions have employred, ond are now training, colored civil
service instructors, hive prepared necessary instructional equipment or requisi-
tions for this training, and are prepared to furnish the instructors and equipe-
ment upon notice from your headquarters., Correspondence direct to Stations cone
cerned on these matters is avthorized,

5. For originzl planning vurposes, the annual total number of students
to be trained in cach zubject will b~ based on approximately XAZAX three times

the number qnpc<r1n~ in prreeerh 1ol Jetter, Hendnmuorters Army Air Forces Schools,
subject "arm Lir Force Taechaiecrl Detool for Hopeoer™ o Mereh 70, 19470 copy
attached, o~ - tor 1 of o 'cfﬁmﬁtclj 1131 - i+ an endelbs and Onllutcd men,

This fl;uro is based on the corrovimete hovning: cvedleble as indicated in attached
correspondence, ’

6. White instructor personnel, civilian or enlisted, may be used, if
necessary, to initiate this training, Plans should be made, at earliest practicable
date, to turn this entire program over to colored personnel, officers, enlisted
men, and civiliens. After consideration of status of housing, equipment instructor
personnel etec., recommended plans from your headquarters including class schedules,
number to be enteréd in each class, starting and pradvation dates of each class,
plans for administration and supervision of the training and such other comments
as you consider pertinent widl be submitted to these Heudquarters at the earliest
practlcﬂble date. oA

R

;[' { [ 3 Incls By commcnd of Major General WEAVER: — U&/



HEADQUARTFRS
AIR CORPS TECHNICAL TRAINING COKMAND ‘
OFFICE OF COMMANDING GENERAL . 11/A
. ”‘"i((f_ ::s o e i“
C 20 E, Archer Street

Tulsa, Oklahoma
March 18, 1942

SUBJECT: Technical Training of Colored Troops,

TO: President, Board of Officers for
Selection of Technical Training Facilities for the
Training of Negro Students, C/o Postmaster, Birminghsm, Ala,

1. The Technical Training Command will have in operation by April
15, 1942, facilities for the training of 250 Negro Airplane Mechanics, 4
Negro Aircraft lachinists, 4 Negro Aircraft Welders, 6 Negro Parachute Riggers,
7 Negro Teletype Operzators, 4 Negro Weather Observers, 20 Negro Aircraft Armorer
Students, 40 Negro Technical and Administrative Clerks, .30 Negro Radio Cperators
and Mechanics. These men must be trained and gradvated not later than September
15, 1942. The officers ond senior supervisory civilian personnel will be white
and instructors and other permsnent. personnel will be Nerroes,.

2. It is dirccted that you curvey facilities, such as Negro Schools,
which mey be aveileble in whole or in part for this training, faecilities should
include sufficient spece for shop instruction, classroom instruction, and
housing and messing for the total number of students and for the permanent mili-
tary personnel which will be required for this number of students. The possi-
bility of cipension chould also be considered, When adequate fecilities have
been located, necessery preliminery arrengements for the leasing of this property
should be made and tolegrephed or telephoned colicet lo dhis Headquarters.

3. It is deoired thet the original survey be made among any available
Negro colleges vhich cre loceted in Birminghem, Alabama or vicinity., However, if
the required fecilitic: ore not available in that Jocstion, survey will be made as
quickly as possible for any locotion in the southeast portion of the United States
thet mey be eocily accescible to Tuskegee, flabsma, In this connection, Tuskegee
Institute, Tuskegee, [ labama may be investigeted,

4e The Boerd will report in person to Hendquarters, Air Corps Technical
Praining Command ofter - uiteble facilitics have been yrocured and will confer on
a comrlete rlan for tiis training, including (1) the cource of procurement for
instructicnal personnel, (2) aveilability of equipment and possibility of se-
curing nccessory equipment from Air Corps Technical Schools now functioning, (3)
facilities thet have heen selected ond detes treining can be storted,

5S¢ All percons necess: ~ily involved will be warned of the confidential
navure of any-informction releting to cxpansion of the training facilities of
the Army of the United States, No publicity will be given to this matter until
released by proper authorities, yd
D

By command of General WEAVER: ?\ .
1 S‘ . )
) . 1‘ p o .' i
/s/ PERRY C. RAGAN AN £
Lt. Colonel, A,.G.D. ~

Adjutant Genersl,
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ST. LOUIS, MO.,
NOVEMBER 2, 1942

CCITANDING GENFRAL AAFTS
KNOLIWOODFIELD N CAR

CAN INFORMATION REFERENCE JEFFERSON DARRACKS BEING

USED AS COLCRYD LPASIC TRAINING CENTER BE RELEASED LOCALLY
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES
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INFORVATION REFERENCE JEFFTRSON
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FROM: WAR DEPARTMENT

ARNY AIR FORCES
NEADQUARTERS TECHNICAL TRAINING COMMAND
KNOLLWOOD FIELD, M. C.

12/G1
November 3, 1942

BARMACKS USED AS

COLORED 8TC WILL/ BR  RELFASED LOCALLY UNTIL FUR-

THER ORDE:S iU THESE  HPADWUARTTHS .

WEAVTER
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ARMY ATR FORCES
HEADQUARTERS TECHNICAL TRAINING COMMAND
KNOLI®OOD FIELD, N.C. 1/

My 26, 1912, .~
},‘:l‘\i’l\o ALl Ll

SUBJECT; Estahlishment of Air Force Technical Schoole
TO: Commanding General, First District, AAFTTC, Greensboro, N.Ce

1. You will immediately draft a plan to establish an Air
Force Technical School (colored) at the Air Force Flying School, Tuskegese,
Alabama, .

a. Housing and school facilities are now under construce
tion at that location.

2. Captain Robert W. Ryder, Chanute Field, Illinois, will be
made temporarily available to you to function as Director of Training
at this school. Request for temporary duty at Tuskegee for this office
to investigate the necessary details and report to your headquarters
may be made direct to the Commanding General, Second District, St. Louis,
Missouri. The Commanding General, Second District, is being advised by
these Headquarters that Captain Ryder will be made available to you on
call.

3, Subsequent correspondence direct with Captain Ryder is
authorized.

;. Commanding Officers, Chanute Field, Lowry Field, and Scott
Field are familiar with the preliminary arrangement for the establishment
of this school. These stations have employed, and are now training,
colored civil service instructors, have prepared necessary instructional
equipment or requisitions for this training, and are prepared to furnish
the instructors and equipment upon notice from your headquarters,
Correspondence direct to Stations concerned on these matters is
authorized.

. 5, For original planning purposes, the annual total number
of students to be trained in each subject will be based on approximately
three times the number appearing in paragraph 1 of letter, Headquarters
Army Air Force Schools, subject "Army Air Force Technical School for
Negroes", March 20, 19l@, copy attached, or a total of approximately
1131 aviation cadets and enlisted men. This figure is based on the
approximate housing available as indicated in attached correspondencee

-1-

”(/



Subject - Establishment of Air Force Technical School
To - CG, First District, AAFTTC, Greensboro
uay 26, 1942

6. TWhite instructor personnel, civilian or enlisted, may be
used, if necessary, to initiate this training. Plans should be made,

at earliest practicable date, to turn this entire program over to

colored personnel, officers, enlisted men, and civilians. After consi-
deration of status of housing, equipment, instructor persomnel, etc.,
recommended plans from your headquarters including class schedules,
pumber to be entered in each class, starting and graduation dates of
each class, plans for administration and supervision of the training,
and such other comments as you consider pertinent will be submitted to
these Headquarters at the earliest practicable date.

By command of Major General WEAVER:

2 Incls.
Tncl #1 - Ltr. AAF 3/20/42
W/ 3 Inds.
Incl #2 - Lbr AAF L/30/L2
Incl #3 - Ltr. 1st Disrict, AAFTTC
L/1/k2



SEERET v AR! DEPARTTENT

e et . R nes
¢ The Adjutant Gonernl's Qffice L
Teshinston

AT 201,21 (7-2-42)NS-SF0TT-H Jul: 7, 1942

SUJECT:  Movement of Negro Personnel

TC: The Commancing Generals,
Army Air Forces
Arry Ground Forces
Services of Supply
All Corps Areas
Chiefs of Suwp ¥ Scrvices

0,

3 w5 88 29 43 aa

l. In transferring Negro troops frow one station to ancther, con-
sideration must be ziven to the recirestiona . facilities vhiel Favo heen
orgenized both et the station and in nea %f COnmun4ties Tihile 4% is
realized that this factor clone cannoi COﬂLro1 the assignment of Fezvo
wnits, it must be realized by all concerned that proner recreational
facilities and opportunities for associations in nearby commmnities will

assist to a .reat extert in leszening the possibility of racicl &7 ffic:lties.

2, Since recreational facilities for He: roes are not present ot o211
stations, close attention must be ;if en to the full utilizetior of +lose
fecilities which do exist, '

3. "hen Negro trcops cre trensferred fror one stetion to suotier,
suificient notice must he Jivern to the Commcncder of thre nev stction go that
adecurte nreporotions for

thelir reception ond cecommod-tion me™ he mede,
™ fu”nlohld{ this acvence notice, 21l arencios will flece emmiosis unon
the fact thut Negro troons cre JhVOlV .

? order of tle Secroters of Yoy

;‘. ( L O S
Major Cenersl
COFIZS FURNTS: FD: . ~ The Adjutant Ceneral
ne Commancing Genersls, e
511 Armies SR N
Divisions of the ar Depaitment S

General Staff
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3. Personnel for newly activated Aviation Squadrons (Sep) will

be requested in the near future.

By Command of Lieutenant General ARNOLD:

N
o~ = 1 J. M. BEVANS
Rtgﬁ“lﬂi olonel, Air Corps
JAN 18 1943 pirector of Personnel
FLYING 1nafind A W
N, COMIAND i . 7
‘3 e 7‘4674 AL « L. KO Y
- N «/g»i..,ﬁrz‘. . Major, Adr Corps

HEADQJARTERS, ARMY ATR FORCES FLYING TRAINING COMMAND, Texas and Pacific
Building, Fort Worth, Texas. JAN 22 1943

T0: Commnanding General, Army Air Forces, Yashington, D. C. (Attention:
AFPMP-2) .
/
1. Reference is made to preceding indorsement.

2. Confirming telephone conversation between Major Cook, your Head~-
quarters, and Major Faversham, this Headquarters, it is requested that no
personnel be assigned to the 317th Aviation Squadron (Sep), Courtland, Ala-

 Dbame; 319th Aviation Squadron (Sep), Malden, Missouri; or 320th Aviation

Squadron (Sep), Seymour, Indiana. Due to conditions over which this Command
has no control, it is considered extremely inadvisable for such personnel
to be shipped to the above named stations. The Southeast Training Center is
activating these Squadrons at these stations, but such Squadrons will be

: transferred after activation.

3, This Headquarters does not wish to imply in any wey that colored
personnel is not desired in this Command as a whole, Requisitions for such
personnel during the past six months ere evidence that Aviation Squadrons
(Sep) . are of considerable assistance to the stations in the performance of
their mission.

4, Further reference is made to basic communication. It is requested
that the personnel earmarked for the stations referred to in Paragraph 2 be

39617
| 2819 NP
. L . ‘Wn .mg - \
— arg



IG 333.9-A.C. Advanced Flying School, 24 Ind.
Tuskegee, Ala.

War Department, IGO, April 24, 1942. - To the Commanding General, Services
of Supply.

1. Brigadier General, B. 0. Davis of this office has just returned
from an inspection of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School at Tuskegee, Alabame
and is thoroughly femiliar with conditions there aB well as the incident re-
ferred to in basic letter. He states that the commanding officer of the
school immediately appointed s board of officers to investigate the matter
and that the episode has also received the attention of Lieutenant Colonel
L. W. McIntosh, Inspector General's Department, resulting in recommenda-
tions for corrective action, which have been approved by the Commanding Gen-
eral, Southeastern Air Corps Training Center.

2. It appears that on pay day night (April 1,1942) a colored soldier
had been arrested by a civilian policeman in Tuskegee and that a colored M.P. .
demanded custody of the soldier. This M.P, was backed up by several other
colored M.P.'s, hence the civilian policeman turned the soldier over to the
Military Police but telephonedto the Chief of Police for aid. Thereupon
a number of city police and a state highway patrolman appeared upon the scene
and took the primoner back from the Military Police, during which
controversy the Military Police were disarmed and one of them was beaten
to such an extent that it was necessary to place him in a hospital for treat-
ment. The colored M.P.'s were not within their rights in demanding that
the civilian policeman turnover to them in the City of Tuskegee a soldier
arrested by the civil authorities, and the whole matter resulted from bad
judgment on the part of the Military Police.

3. Brig.Gen, Davis is of the opinion that Colonel Frederick
von H. Kimble, Air Corps, Commandin;. Officer of the Flying chool, now has
the situation well in hand and that no further action on the part of the
War Departmenl nt this time would be advisable.

4. A conference has been had with Mr. Gibson on this subject and it
is the understanding of this office that he concurs in the view expressed
in parsgraph 3, above.

5. Accordinglyk it is recommended that these papers be transmitted,
-through the Office of the Provost Marshal General, to the Assistant Civilian
Aide to the Secretary of War, for his informetion and file.

/s/Virgil L. Peterson
Major General
The Inspector General

G
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WAR DEPARTMENT Toe = 2T
Office of the Chief of Army Air Forces (12-015) * *
Washington [
April 30, 1942.
SUBJECT: Air Force Technical School at Tuskegee, Alabama, . ‘ ’
TO: The Chief of Engineers,
1. You are authorized to proceed with the construction of the
following facilities to accommodate the training of colored technicians at
the present Air Corps Flying School at Tuskegee, Alabama,
Units
Item Type Plan No. . Cap, Size R. red
School Bldg, Biloxi Type
Barracks Std. 800-443 4 76x270 1
Day Room RB-4 800-460 30x90, 7
Supply Room SA=2 800661 25x70 2
Mess M=476 800-1170 476 25x60 2
Adm, Bldg. A-10 800-210 25x110 1
Hangar DH-1 OCE 24=-1-1,1 25x110 1
: 120x18% 1

2. Runds are available in Project M-1l, 6th Supplemental Defense
Appropriation Act, F.Y. 1942, It is requested that this Headquarters be
furnished with a copy of the allotment of these funds,

For the Commanding General, Army Air Forces:

L. P, WHITTEN
Colonel, Air Corps
Director of Base Services

— \/

s



. HEADQUARTERS By At ok

q) - SOUTHEAST A.C. TRNG. CENTER - P \
{1 OFF. OF INSPECTOR GEN. Doloo i o \ O
A MAXWELL FLD. ALA. ' \
- paa.lwmnrs Tuskegee, ‘ April 18,’ 1942“W1 ,
’ 18#/2* ) [ T SO .\._ - i

/

SURJECT: Action-letter, I.G.D. - Defense llousing at the T
Army Flying School, Tuskegee, Ala. FY 1942.

TO: The Inspector Gen., D.C. ny

THRUs CO, TAFS,: Tuskegee |19

CG, SEACTC, Maxwell

C@,- 4th Corps Area, Atlanta

QuartermastepGen., D.C.

C.G., FTC, D.C. ;

C.G. AAF, D.C.

1. This action-letter was initiated after submission of
Report of Inspection of this station, which was conducted by Lt. Col
L.W. ¥McIntosh, I.G.D., assisted by Major E.C.Slye, A.C., and Capt.

’  Richard L. Goldsmith, I.G.D., during the period April 10-11,1942,
- inclusive. The following additional information is herewith sub-
mitted;

£ - . a. The present authorigzation for Defense Housing at
/ the above school indicates only thirty (30) houses originally intended
for colored officers. Recommendation covering eightv-five (85) sets
in domitory units was disapproved.

b_. Tuskegee, Ala., is a town of less than four thousand
(4000) 1uhabitants. Present expansion plans call for twenty-eight hundred
(2800) military personnel at the school, plus a Government colored civilian
employee strength probably approaching 300-400 persons. The Flying School
is nine (9) miles from the town, which has not proper.colored housing
facilities for the additional personnel indicated.

c. It is believed that this station should be regarded as
a -8pec.al case, as regards planning for Defense Housing. Factors of
morale; relations between town pecople and colored po:ulation of the
station; and ability of a small community to rapidly assimilate a large
additional colored population, seems to indicate that every effort should
be made Lo prevent & serious housing problem at Tuskegee due to the
rapid expansion of this station,

2. RECOMMENDATIONS: It is recommended that the Defense Housing
set-up as recommended by the”Commanding General, GEACTC, be approved,

B ICINTOSH,
b R4 IQGQD.

A0
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333.1 TAFS, Tuskegee
Ala-42. A 1st Ind. 19 17 FVHK/w
HEADQUARTERS, TVSKEGEE ARMY FLYING SCHOOL, Tuskegee, Ala., April 23, 1942,
To: C.G.&ﬁACTC,/Maxwell Fld, Ala.

’ 4

"1, Approved.

2. There is attached and listed as Inclosure No, 1 a map
showing the location of eighty (80) acres of land deemed by this headquarters
to be ‘suitable for the construction of the Defense Housing Project. This
land is now under a ninety (90) day free option pending approval upon the
request made in basic communicatiosn, }

!
{

/s/ FREDERICK V. H. KIMBLE |
Colonel, A.C. :
1 Incl. Commanding.

-
/

333.1 TAFS, Tuskegee

/Ala.-4§ﬁ . 2nd Ind, 0-4F/g
Hq., SEACTC, Maxwell Fld, Montgomery, Ala., 8pril 29, 1942. To: C.G.y 4th
Corps Area, PSst Office Bldg, Atlanta, Ga.

1. Attention is invited to the basic communication and to 3xd Indorse-
ment, Office of the Utilities Officer, TAFS, Tuskegee, Ala., dated April
10,- 1942, copv of which is inclosed.-

2. Due to the expansion of this Post, and the establighment ol a Sub-
Depot, to which will be assigned not less than 250 Colored Sivil Service
employees, the number of Colored employeces at this Post will be in excess
(?f 5000 ’ ’

! 3. There are no housing facilities available in Tuskegee for this
Colored personnel, and, for various good reasons, somne of which are quoted
in Paragraph 1, ¢, of the basic cormunication, it is considered necessary
that this personnel Le housed adjacent to the Reservation. '

4. The followiﬁé housing facilities are required for the Colored
cirilian personnel at this Station:

200 Family type units.
215 Dormitory type units for men.
100 Dormitory type units for women.

5., The above housing project can be constructed on a site adjacent
to the Reservation, which consists of eighty (80) acres, and is under a
ninety (90) day free option. This site is recommended by the Commanding
officer of the Station.

6. The housing
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